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Tum reader is to suppose that the following 
eromance is raloted by a story-teller of Cash- 
mere, Ttinerant recitera of prose and poetical 
fiéticns are stil anin well known to travellers, 
as ebro in the Bast as they were in the 
day$of ‘Homer. 
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NOURMAHAL. 


CHAPTER I. 


Too mych wisdom is folly : for timo will produce vents 
of which thou canst have no iden; and he to whom thou 
gavort no comMistion, will bing thee unexpected news, 

Tanarar 


In no parg of oui” oviental world are there to 
be found bolder or more picturesque moun- 
taitf- ranges, or & greater variety of climate 
ffults, flowers, and animals, than in tha 
tract of country which-ties boyond the granc 
chain of the Tlinelis. Although *the snov 
apd tho, cloud seldom disappear, which pre 
vent dhe stupendous penke from heing seen in 
aft thelr naked majesty, néverthgless the wan- 
deyor looks with delight vpon their »nume- 
rous declivities ond yalleys, clothed in green 
VOL. Ih B 
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herbage, interspersed with yilliges, “and ani» 

mated by herds and ficsks, which akundantly | 
reward the,cares of their pastoral population. 

Sometimes standing upon an abrupt ridge, after 

having ascended through a wild accumulation 

of rocks, he beholds, Spreading at his fect, a defi 

frignted by streams that fall from tlie surround- 

ing heighta with a pleasing Murmur, and occu- 

pied by cottages near which the amaranth, thé? 
conyolyulus, the primrose and the hyacinth, 
blend their charms in gay luxuriance.” Passing 

through the hospitable valley, he lambers 

higher up the mountain, and treads through 

copses, the haunt of the wild goat, red and 

white deer, and a peculiar apecjes of fox re- 

markable for it flectness, “The copge leads to 

the -forest, tenanted by that elegant bird the 

bee-eater, whose brown back and yellow deck 

form -so striking a contrast with the bright 

emerald of his breag and wings; by the fla- 

mingo, thet aometimes lightens in the firmament 

like a meteor; the ring-dove, the stayling, fhe 

nightingale, and above all the ouzell, whose 

hody hag stolen thé blush of the rose, Whilols 

proud«head seents to have been just dipBed jn 

the azure of the skies. 
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More than asthousand ‘years have passed 
since the volcano and*the earthquake filled that 
region wgth terror; but the tracee of their fear- 
ful visitation appear to be of yesterday. Enor- 

ous bulks of rocks, rent asunder, pyesent 
abysses through which the torrent rolls unseen, 
but not unhedrd, as innumerable caverns multi- 
ply its voice of thundar, while it contends against 
the’fallen masses that momentarily resist its 
‘course, And yot it is delicious to contemplate 
the borders of those unfathomable channels, 
overhuwg' by thickets of barberries and jasmines, 
and myriads gf flowering shrubs, which send 
forth a spicy fragrance, and decorate the gloomy 
horror beneath with ‘pista of the most exquisite 
beauty. ry 

Om the edge _ of one of those dangerous 
ravines, ‘in the district of Arjun, Kazim Ayag 
found himself expecting the retufn of: his 
falcon, that had plungéy into it after a quail. 
He had brought ont the bird ratler* as a ‘com- 
penion shan for the purpgse of sport, to which 
ho wap not much addicted. +Ieahad but re- 
cently returned to his native village among the 
mountains of Arjun, fiom the city of Samar 
sa where he had obtained his education, 

BQ 
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at the celobrated c8llege founded “by the muni- 
ficence of Ulug Beg. The poems of, Nizami 
were much nore delightful to his cargthan the 
sound of the hunter’s horn, especially those which 
paingin such fascinating colours the loves Of 
Leili and Mojnun. For him, also, the moral 
compositions of Jami possessed peculiar charm. 
The elegance of language and “yelsification, the 
sublimity of thought, tho ‘strain of religious 
and philosophical mysticism which characterise 
the effusions of that bard; often hold ‘the soul 
of Kazim bound in the spell of enchentment. 
Nor did he fail to render himself Aumiliar with 
almost every branch of science, and with the 
historians who have related the fergunes of alk 
the great empires. 

As the sun was fast descending beneath a 
annopy of gold and purple clouds, Kuzim’ exe 
pected anxiously the re-appearance of the hawk, 
which ho would not hago lost for a hundred-fold 
‘its weight iff diamonds; it wolsetho firat gift he had 
received from Mangelj, the idol of his saul frora 
infaney, to whom he, had beon already fox, three 
happy years waited. Tolding by the brangh of 
a willow which hong down low into the ravine, 
he ventured to descend over broken rocks, 
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whence, by tlie aig of gigantic ferns depending 
from the sides of the &ssure, he lowered himself 
safely to. considerable distance from the sum~ 
mil, Through the dim twilight, he perceived 
the hawk struggling with its prey, among sme 
fragments in the midst 6f the raging flood be- 
low, He called it repeatedly by its well-known 
name; but the “noble bird, bent on victory, 
would not surrender the advantage it had al- 
veady gained. In the contost, both the com- 
batants fell into the torrent, which bore them 
away ingan instant from his sight. 

Kazim regolyed to dare every danger rather 
then lose tho falcon. Guided by the sound of 
the tortent, bp trod his way through the fissure, 
until it lysed above. his head, excluding alto- 
gethey tho light ofday. Though exposed every 
mdment*to the risk of falling over precipices, 
made slippery hy the perpetual droppihg ,of 
water from the masses ovfprhead, nevertheless he * 
penetrated througg the dark hall8ws of the 
rgountajn, until his steps wore checked by what 
he, aflarwards discovered: to ba a lke, in whose 
afhple bosom the roar of the watgrs, which had 
aginst atunned his cnr, was stibducd to silence. 

Again and again he called to therfalcon, 
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shouting as loudlf'as his yojco Would permit, 
but he was only replied t6 by » thousand vibre- 
tions, which «bore the namo along the waters, 
until at length it died away in the distant 
lebytinths of the cavern, While pausing én, 
wonder at the effect his cxorlions produced, he 
descried afar in the heart of the mountain, 
several sparkles of fire, followetl by a flame, 
that, after flickoring for a moment, disap- 
peared. lis fivst impulgo was to retrace his: 
steps without delay; but, before He could 
withdraw his gaze from the spot whero the 
myatic light was kindled, it againgcame like a 
star, dimly seen through a cloud, and shooting 
forth rays all round it, Gradyally it grey 
larger and more brilliant, until Kaztiy felt that 
it was approaching rapidly towards th place 
«where he stood. Presently, the guitine of a 
boat was visible, and then dark forme cast their 
shadows on the water { slight undulations, shin- 
ing at quikeand regular intervals at ench side 
of the vessel, betrayed the speed with which the 
oars were ped, and created ao much alarm, in 
the pind of Kazim, ‘that he sought concealment 
behind’ a projectifig rock ; whence, however, Joa 
could atch the progress of the bark, 
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As the vesacl ¥ame nearer, Kazim perceived 
that one of the group, who wore a Mogul cap 
embroidered with gold thread, appeared to be 
treated by his companions with some degree of 

» distinction, To him they looked for diregtions 
as to the course which they were now to pursue, 
havjng alrendy arrived in the middle of the lake, 
Without uttering a word, the chieftain took a 
torch in his hand, and pointing towards the rock 

‘behind which Kazim had sought refuge, desired 
the boat to be steered in that direction. 

« Whom have we hore?” exclaimed the leader, 
as he stepped out of the boat, flashing the light 
of the torch full in Kazim’s face, “ A friend, or 
ma foot? AN an a ® 

“lows when, why came you here?” asked 
fiye & sx angry voices at once, rendered flercer 
by as mahy,sabyes, which threatened thé stranger 
with instant destruction, zi: 

Kazim explnined, os goon as they would per- 
wit him to speak?though in a’voite agitated by 
the feclings which this styange scene awakened, 
int Je had undosignedly ee a)e cavern in 
soagh of his falcon. 

*e A falcon!” they shouted in a tone af deri~ 
sion ja apy—of€ with his hend—Itcomes 
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from the foes of Siileiman—arvay ‘with him into 
the laka!”” * 

While the thieftain was scrutinising 4ho coun- 
tenance of Kazim by the light of the torch, the 
falcon descended on his hand; its benuteorts, 
eyes sparkling with joy for having once more 
found its favourite resting-plage. 

“His words are true,” said the chieftain, « for 
here is the hawk; anda noble bird itis: whence * 
came you? to what tribe do you belong 2” 

“The Ushecks.” 

“We aro friends ; we have partaken of their 
salt; they have raised the warozy with us; 
our arrows have flown together over the. battle- 
field.” : none Fey @ 

While saying these words, the «chieftain, 
without further covemony, led the way Dy the 
road whieh had conducted Kazim tothe lake, 
when suddenly tuming into a derk passage, he 
entored a spacious cave, on the floor of which 
several conls“of mail, spears; bows and quivers 
were thrown in confusion. Taking up a saddle- 
drum whiek Iny amongst them, he ,stinck.-jt 
thridg, with the back of his hand: the floar of 
the.cave immediately awoke to life; numbers of 

‘men whio had been sleeping, wrapped in'thoir 
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cloaks, rose upqp their feét at the signal, and 
crowding round theif chieftain, anxiously in- 
quired, & What news 2” * 
“ Good news, my friends: the rebels will soon 
, be in our power. The day after to-morrow we 
shali proceed on the march, and in the mean- 
time, look to the boat for an abundant supply of 
provisiona.?:° — 
A hundred torches of pine-wood were forth« 
‘with lighted, and planted at intervals-all round 
the cavern: some of the men kindled fires, while 
others proceeded to the boat, and returned laden 
with deer, hays, partridges, pheasants, sheep, 
loaves of wheaten bread, and a considerable 
euantity ofavine, and, of humiz, the spirit dis~ 
tilled fro mares’ milk, in leathern bags and 
bottles. . The latter ware reserved for the maych, 
att theexpoctod encounter; but the bags were 
placed on ashelying rock, and being formed 
of the skins of lambs pjppared for the purpose, 
the liquid was drawn out throtgh the* tail, 
which was tied up, or let down, as occasion re+ 
uited. Most of those who had been sleeping 
in the cave, paid proliminary visits to the haga, 
wy way. of recompenca for the privations which 
they had for some time endured. Mantiwhile, 
"nb 
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expert hands were dicupicd in, dissecting, with 
sabres and knives, the vénison and mutton, of 
which large slices-were suspended on gpikes of 
wood. ‘These being stuck in the ground, round 
the fires, wore turned repeatedly, until thu 
moat was roasted. Some hares, pheasants, 
and pavtridges were cooked in a similar manner ; 
and while the cavern was thus filléd with savory 
odows, which would havo given edge to the ap- 
petite even of tho epicure, various groups sat 
down on the floor in circles: salt was served to 
each man in the hollow of one hand, and in the 
other was placed bread, and a popgian of the fra- 
grant vinnds smoking from the fire, Bags of wine 
and humiz went round from _cirgeito circle in, 
due succession. 

Kazim, whom tho chieftnin had directedsto sit 
down near himself, felt not at all disinclined "to 
imitate the example of his new fiends, The yeni+ 
son of the red-deer hg found ns dolicious as if 
it had beat? prepared by the dand of Mangeli, 
The wine, which was from Kabul, cheored his 
soul, By aad by, ag the hungor of the diffor- 
ant groups was sated, and their hearts opened 
by the” generous nectar, conversation became 
Joud and general. Hero a Tartar was seen on 
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his legs with a spgor in hisehand, boasting to 
those who were near kim of the skill he had ex- 
ercised in shaping the bone. with,whicl it was 
pointed, and in carving that part of it, which 
tte grasped in his hand, when rushing on the 
foe, .There a circle of listeners gathered round 
a veteran, who related incidents of the battles 
in which he Ifad been engaged, not forgetting 
‘ to éxhibit scars on his breast and forehead, in 
verification of his story ; while others were more 
sedately’ engaged in conjecturing the plang of 
their chieftain, whom they called Suleiman, and 
to whose foptynes they appeared to be enthu- 
siastically attached, 
» From al hat b he could observe and hear, 
Kazim nie that fhe whole party had come 
fromesome distance, with a view to surprise 
tifes formidable princes,-who were now, or 
were very oon expected to be, in that part of 
Arjun, While he was gnxiously watching the 
movements of the various groups dtound-him, 
he found that he had himself become an object 
of much attention to a ‘noble logking pergon 
who, was seated on the other sidg of Sulgimen, 
and frequently conversed with the chief in an 
under tone. But Kaziry felt no uneasiness for his 
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own fate. We hel now taken salt with the 
strangers, whoever they Were; they owed him 
protection, 8 long as he remained faithful to 
them ; and there was a dignity in tho manner 
of the commander, which appeared to entitle 
him at once to confidence and submission, 

“My friend, Baba Soirami, thinks that he 
must have seen you somewhere before,” said 
Suleiman, 

* Possibly, at Samarcand.” 

“Te must havo beon at Samarcand,” said 
Seirami, “ If I mistake not, 1 vas present at 
one of the public disputations held, in the col- 
loge of Ulug Beg, at which you took away the 
principal prize.” aN n 

Kazim modestly replied, "that it was a great 
addition to the honours he had obtained on that 
occasion, to find tmnt they were remembertd 
by a personage, to whom he would have beon 
othorwise unknown, |. ' 

« Your name, I think, is Asyag ( : 

* Kazim Ayns” ; “ 

“Tt is a good name F you inherit it eid one 
of tho ‘most agcient familics at this sido of, the « 
Himalts, I presume you reside in this neigh+ 
bourhood 7” added Seivami. 


» 
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“ Not far henge, ina small hut on the borders 
of the Tlamish” = * 

* What!” exclaimed Suleiman, “ a scholar, 
and content to die without a name on the banks 
-of the Tlamish? Be of us, henceforth. T shalt 
open to you the paths of glory.” 

“T fear that you would find me but an ins 
cumbrance, ° I have never learned even to bend 
the bow.” “by 

The entrance of a Tartar courier with let- 
ters, which he placed in the hands of Seirami, 
here interrupted the conversation, The latter, 
rising fromthe floor, proceeded with Suleiman 
to a recess in the cavern, where they glanced 
hastily ovga,thg fetters. The chieftain imme- 
diately Galled around him his principal officers ; 
andewhile they remained in consultation, Sei- 
Ami, 1 returning to Kazitn, inquired at much 
length into the vanql habits of his life, and, the 
circumstances in which he was placed since he 

phad quitted Sammreand, a 

* My biography since that period,” replied 

Kazjm, “may be bri@fly told. -Before I left 
‘home, all my dreams and hopes of happiness 
ehovered around one dear image. A:Bhepher- 
deas, whom I,used to,meet in my daily rambles 
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among the hills, Mangeli, the daughter of 
Gulbeg, was the star of nly existence, Upon 
my retin from the university, I found jer still 
the same, My heart, equally unchanged, knew 
no parce but in her presence,” . 

“An Ayos, and mamicd to a shepherd’s 
daughter !” . 

You would not express so mtich surprise, 
if you had known hor gentleness, her purity of 
soul, her tenderness for me, her beauty,” said 
Kazim, deeply blushing; for he felt that the 
rauk of his family wes too well-known to 
Soirami, * an 

“You must keep secret, even from hor, alk 
that you have scen or heard in thisygye. Your. 
life, your fortunes, depend upon your strict ob- 
servance of this injunction, You may,rondor 
us important services, if we can depend upo 
your fiumness on this occasion.” 

“The kindness which I havo already expe- 
rionced af youfhands, commarnls my gratitude., 
Be agaured of my fidelity.” 

“ Theso letters infornt us, that to-morrew a 

e 
troop of Mogut horsemen, commanded by tho 
Khon Mirtos, will cross the Lamish,  Iis- 
object is to effect a junction with. our foros ; 
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and ag we must move to-hight to the place 
where the greater nlimber of our soldiers are 
encampgel, it will be your business to meat the 
Khan, and condueé him thither,” 

Kazim received his commission with a de- 
giee of pride, which He had not known for 
some time, " Seizami, then producing a map, 
described to"him the spot where it was of 
the utmost importance that the Khat! should 
join Suleiman, Kazim said, that he was per- 
fectly familiar with the country, and he should 
feel ne difficulty in accomplishing the service 
required ofshim. Ile was then, by Sehami’s 
direction, conducted to the boat, and rapidly 
rowed acrgga,thg Jake, to a passage by which 
its i waters were discharged, In a 
shorstige the light of the stars, glowing in the 
firmament, enabled him to aasure the rowers 
that they need give themselyes no farther trou- 
“ble, as he knew that hg was upon one of the 
dributaies of thodlamish, 
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CILAPTER I. 


Contentmont’s reals no fous invada, 

No onros annoy, tio somows shado 5 

Thoxo placed secure, in pence wo roat, 

Nor aught demand to muko us blest. 

While plonauro’s gay funtastlopoyar, 

‘The aplondid pagaaut of an how, 

Liko yondor motoos in tho skios, 

Plita with a broath, xo moreto HRN 
Lamar Atari. 


Tum moon being on the wane, waa just agcond- 
ing on the horizon, indicating the near approach 
of midnight, when Kqzim arrived within viow 
of hie cottiiga Through the small aperture, 
that served ag a back window, he perceived 
@ light, which told him that Mangoli wag still 
wateling for hia return, For the first time, 
he felt™a shade of unensiness gathering, tm 
qualify the delight he always experjenced in 
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meeting her after a short “absence. He now 
held a secretin his breast, calculated to influ- 
ence, perhaps, the whole of his future destinies ; 
and he had pledged himself not to reveal it 
even to her. In giving an account of the 
ciroumstanceg that detained him go unusually 
long from home— circumstances into which 
she would inquire with all the solicitude of 
affection—he was sensible that he must be 
guilty of a departure from that degree of un- 
limited confidence, which had hitherto sub- 
sisted between them. Tieading gently by the 
path that lel behind the cottage, he lingered 
involuntavily outside the window, as if to sea 
how Mange was employed ; but really hoping 
that he might be dble to compose his thoughts, 
and (8 assume, before he entered, a calmness 
which he did not feel. , 

A small bright charcoal fire was buming in 
the hearth, ou which an earthen panyof rice was 
stewing. On a ldw table, apread ‘with a snows 
white cloth, was a jar of spring water, a loaf off 
hyeadsmade from the grain of pursléhe, a quarter 
of aglarge melon, and a basket 6f figs, all evi- 
dently untouched, as if Mangeli could have no 
enjoyment which wag not shared by her husband. 
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Yer father, Gulbeg, who, although he had al- 
rendy counted more than sevonty wintors, always 
rose at the dawn to drive tho gonis te pasture, 
was sleeping on his dry grass bed, nt soma dis- 
tance from the fire; behind him Jey his small’ 
herd of gonts, also in profound reposs. ‘I'wo or 
three kids were skipping about, in vain soliciting 
the notice of Mangeli, who was looking out 
anxiously from the door. 

“ No—nowhere can I discern the lenst ap- 
pearance of his shadow; what can datain him? 
Kazim, dear, dear Kazim!” she oxclaiined, os 
turning from the door she clostd‘it almost in 
despair “ This rice will bo quite spoiled,” she 
said, as approaching therhearth ske.gtirred thd’ 
poltage with g wooden spoon. ‘The falcon, 
awoke by that well-known voice, fluttébod, a 
moment in Kazim’s bosom, where it iad hithorto 
lain asleop, Suddenly Mangoli atood up in tho 
attitude of listening. é smile of joy rising from 
her tremulous tips, haat rapidly ovor i 
countonance. 

Tt must‘be his ci hush !” she cried im. 
patiently to the kids, that wore Jumping to 
touch her hand. al 

The light of the lamp, which was suspended 
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from the roof, fell, full upot her countenance, 
then in the very blodm of beauty, The clear 
air of thg mountains, if it had net wholly pre- 
vented her cheek from being tinged with the 
, brunette, so common to the Tartar tribes, gave 
it @ transparency, through which the blush, that 
now inflamed’ it, appeared like the lightning 
behind a surimer cloud, The usually mild 
lustre of her dark eye changed into a bright 
living glow, that sparkled with delight. Her 
black glossy hair, simply braided in front, was 
gathered in a graceful knat on the top of her 
head, prepayed, for the usual hour of repose. 
A plain cotton robe, descending a little below 
dhe knee, and tightened by a girdle of the 
same matgrial at, her waist, reyealed the graces 
of hay delicately formed figuit, which would 
hive been deemed sylph-like, had not a slight 
undulation,” commencing beneath her bosom, 
just liko the wave whep first rising from the 
qurface of the tranquil deep, betwafed the ap- 
pr coach, though yet distant, of a period that was 
to 0 kindle i in hor breast feclings of rppture it had 
viever known hefoya, 

+.TRe hawk, which struggled Inceasonttly for 
freedom, at longth escaped through the window, 
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and lighting on the table, began to peck at the 
broad. * Ah, now I know he is come, indeed!” 
said Mangoli., hastening to the door, whera she 
met and folded her husband in her arms, She 
pressed him to her bosom, as if she would never, 
part with him again; until a showor of tears— 
tears of joy, came to her relief. ““ What has 
happened?” sho at length asked :—* where, in 
the name of Allah, have you been?” Ile then 
yelnted’ to her, circumstantially, the dangers 
he had encountered in pursuit of the, faleon, 
by this time sleeping once more on its own 
perch, Mangeli gazed upon hey husband with 
alarm, while he told her of tha caverns into 
which ho had deseendad, 

“ But you have not yet imontionsy ea you 
escaped,” 

“Did I not say there was a boat on the 
lake?” 

“ A bont?-—thanke fo Allah, who mua have 
sent it for®your safoty. I nevor hoard of the 
places you speak of, though I know that 
the mountaips aboutus are full of dangerous 
precipices, You must promise me, dearest 
Kazim never fo go there any more;” and ae 
copting the promise as if it had bean already 


ARO ERI 4, 
eo) 


~AIB I | 


NOURMANAL. 21 


given, sho kissedehim again and again, and 
placed the pan of rice on the table. 

But Kazim, although he affectéd to be very 
busy in dispatching his supper, had no appe- 
tite. 

“Tam afraid that the 1 rice is quite spoiled, it 
has been so long on the fire: put it by, love, and 
let me give you some of this melon, which, you 
know, my father says is one of the best he ever 
tasted.” To Kazim, who had, in fact, alregdy 
supped well, the melon was as little tempting as 
the rice, and he endeavoured to excuse himself on 
the scove of fatigue, and being much heated with 
his journey, 
© Mangeli Jroked anxiously at his burning 
forehead, whore the wine, of which he had 
80 ecenily partaken, kindled an unwonted 
fire. . 

“You ate not well, Kazim. Oh! if any 
thing had happened — _f any thing should hap- 
pen to you—what fs to became of Mongeli?” 

« FBonr not! Tle who sees the sparrow fall, 
and the 1oge-bud blow, will take chre of you, 
whaigyer may be my fate. Let u8 pray to him* 
tat he may stretch over us the shield of his 
merciful protection |”, 
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The young pair having Imatily, Aoishod their 
humble meal, knelt down sido by side, and 
proatrating themselves on the floors uttered a 
shoit but fervent supplication to Allnb, full of 
gratitude for their escape from the porils of the 
day, and entreating his nssistanes, that by lead~ 
ing a just and innocent life, they might still, in 
some degree, merit his continued favour, ‘They 
then retiied to an inner chamber, where, upon a 
bed of dry leaves, fragrant of herbs, they gave 
themselves up to aleap, from which they waked 
not until the sun had «lready dispersed the 
mists from the valley and the nrovntain, 

“T wish you vory much, Kazim,” said Man- 
geli, after their morning repast avgs over, “ to 
look at those yellow rose ireos in front of our 
cottage. The flower has been by nogmEang so 
large or so beautiful this year os .usual. Bon 
haps it would be well to tiansplant them to a 
spot wherg thoy may Save freer air.” 

Kazim wént out as she Gesired; but as ho 
looked at the treos,«on which a rolitary fading 
rose still remained, he felt a prophetic inspiya~ 

“tion {hat he should novor seo them bloom,again, 
Tlis mind during the night had been harassed 
by a multitude of dreams,in which horses flying 
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over fields of battle, palaces? prisons, robbers, 
and a thousand different objects were mixed 
together ip painful confusion, Mangeli, after 
putting her little household into order, joined 
him in the garden, and suggested some other 
alterations, which might improve its appearance, 
The lilac trees were growing well ; they would 
be beautiful in spring, when their floweis would 
hang in tassels again, preceding all the other 
delights of the season. The Indian pinks, too, 
were ptosperous ; the aun-flower looked a blaze 
of gold; the hollyhock reaed its stem aloft, 
laden with buds, of which there were still many 
to open their tieasmes to the bee; the white 
jasmine wanted jaining ; the vine, on which 
the grapes qwere just beginning to grow purple, 
wouldalgo raquite to be pruned. Thus she went 
on through the space in front of her cottage, pick- 
ing up here and thero the newly fallen leaves, 
and reminding Kazim of,a variety of improve- 
ments ho had promised to make in their 
hittle residence before the, approach of winter, 
But Kazim’s reflections were engrossed with 
subjects, of which Mangeli coudd have then 
formed no notion, Sho saw plainly ehough 
that he attended negligently to what she 
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said; but she waé'not unaceustomed to the fits 
of abstraction which ‘occasionally came upon 
him, and sho had the good senso to wait in pa- 
tienca until they passed over, finding for her- 
self, in the meantime, some omployment ugh 
likely to break in upon his mood. 

Kazim, however, was very fur from hoing in« 
different to the appearance of tho garden, which 
he had cultivated with his own hand; and per- 
haps he never looked upon the fruits or flowers, 
whose progross he had watchod from their enrliest 
stages, with a deeper interest than at this mo~ 
ment. Offers were made to him,owhich, if ac» 
cepted, would of necessity change the whole plan 
of his life, ‘Was he to accegt them? Was he 
to quit for ever his own cottage, thp ahnde of 
his own fig-tree, the little world of eppiness 
and peace he found with Mangeli among “his 
flowers, and: the volumes of history, scionce, 
poetry, and popular fistion, ha had copiod while 
at Samareand 7° a 

Back upon his memory eame crowding the 
long winter nights, during which ho chegrod his 
beloved wifes and her affectionate parol, by 
renditig to them tales of Arabian writers, in 
which marvels of the most enchanting descrip+ 
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e 
tion were made to appear as matters of ordinary 
life. The tempest roared through the gorges 
of the motntain, the rain rushed from the skies, 
and swept against the walls of their cottage with 
the fury of a torrent; but the door was well 
secured, the window closed tightly by a boar d 
that admitted not o breath of air; the fire bumed 
bright in the hearth; Mangeli’s eyes drank 
fresh light from the animated looks of Kazim ; 
Gulbeg reclined at his ease upon the woolly side 
ofa sheep-skin; the goats and their young were 
carefully housed; and while the wonders of the 
magic lamp,” of the powers of the magnetic 
mountain, or the beauties of the city of Bagdad, 
Kept the souls of the reader and his small audi- 
ence euthrelled, they took little note of time, 
thegait, ex the storm, 

With the seasons chenges came, and every 
change was dolightful. The snow-drop and the 
crocus told that the winic? was passed, and the 
primvogo confirmed their tale, With what plea- 
sure did Kazim collect for Mangeli the earliest 
violets ind daisies! Ilow he loved to gather 
for hes hair the lillies of the valley, with which 
slio decorated herself on the holidays! There 
was no flower, were iteavor so humble, which he 
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had been accustomed to see near his cottage, 
or in the declivilies or valleys in its neighbour 
hood, that had not now for him a peculiar in- 
evest. They scemed to reproach the seductive 
ambition so suddenly kindled in his breast, 
and to remind him of the folly of exchanging 
the peace of mind he now, or at Teast very 
lately, enjoyed, for o state of splendour which, 
however brilliant on the outside, would bo sure 
to have misery at its core, 

While these reflections pursued each other 
through his mind, he found himself walking 
with unusual rapidity along the" banks of the 
Hamish. We felt glad that he was alone, ng 
he wished to allow freo scépe to the visions ‘to 
which the oecurrences of the previbus day had 
given birth. Who was Suleimon ? “Whogwas 
Scirami? ‘That they were both ‘of a superior 
order of men he entertained no doubt, The sen- 
teuces he had heard *of their conversation were 
marked by a polished, yot natural eloquened of 
oxpression, which had not met his car sineo hy 
quilted Samaronnd. ‘This was of ilsolfa faseis 
nation to a youth, brought up as he was in the 
company of the most sage and accomplished 
men of the Hast, But was he fil to be a soldier? 


NOURMAILAL. 27 


That he could foHow through any dangers a 
chieftain to whom he had pledged his faith, he 
felt confidant ; but wholly unskilled as he was 
in the use of the spear, the sabre, or the bow, 
he feared that in a hot engagement, his arm 
would be found of very little use, And then, 
if he should fall thus early in his youth, when 
he had seen little more than his twentieth sum- 
mer, whither would have sped all the day- 
dreams of celebrity in which his fancy had so 
often indulged? But above all, what would be 
the fate of Mangeli and their child? Ter father, 
already bending under infirmity, could not live 
much Ignger; and who would then remain to 
tend the goats, tq cultivate their rice-field ; to 
take care of their garden, which supplied so 
great @ part of their subsistence; to gather the 
wild strawberries and other fruits, which grew 
on the distant hills? 

Kazim, stretching hinwelf at full-length on 
the bank of the cltar and rapid river, fixed his 
eyes upon the water, and envied the peace ap- 
hehe enjoyed by its numerous tenants, now 
leaping to the surface of the stream, and leny- 
ing behind them a dimple, that circled ‘wider 
and wider until it broke against the reeds on 
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cithor side—now Biding i in the shade of a water- 
lily, —now shining in the light like scales of 
silver. Sonietimes 9 solitary boe passed by, 
murmuring, and searching the wild flowers 
that grew around him. Ile thought of tho 
summer-days, when the soft music of tha insect 
would have soothed him to sleep; but now it 
wag a song of rural industry and contentment, 
which he was, perhaps, to hear no more, ‘The 
bee had its secret home herd by, to which it 
would soon return, ladon with tho trensures it 
had collected, and thus it would pursue its 
pleasing occupations while the season per- 
mitted. Je had also his home, remote srom 
the world, where, for threo years, he had found 
happiness, unalloyed by care; wha would he 
gain by exchanging it for the twmoil,in’which 
he was now invited to partake? , 

From these meditations Kazim was at length 
disturbed,by the shri call of Mangeli, which, 
uttored at her cotlage-door, Noated through the 
air, reaching the hill-sides where her father 
was stationed with the goats. It was the sigs 
nal {het thelr mid-day meal was newly pre- 
pared, and that their immediate return wis 
expected, Kazim rose abruptly, feeling oa if 
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he had been engaged in thofghts that would 
afford no pleasure to Mangeli; but as he 
bent his steps homeward, he half resolved 
on giving up all the ambitious prospects dis- 
closed to his view, rather than abandon the 
solitude in which he enjoyed so much real 
felicity. 

The life of man is at best but a moment,” 
he said to himself, “as compared with the 
ages that have passed, and are tocome, What 
- is distinction, fame, splendour, station? If I 
be happy here, it is sufficient, I will stay with 
my vines and-rose-trees, and will immediately 
set about the alterations of which Mangeli has 
reminded me.” 

As Gulbeg sat down on the floor, to par- 
take 6f 4he humble meal which Mangeli had 
provided, he said that something of import- 
ance must bo going on in Arjun, for he had 
scon soveral couriers riding over the distant 
ridges of the moufttains, as if their horses had 
wings, and thoy had no fear of the precipices 
over which they galloped with the speed of 
arroys, Ile had also heard from the hollows 
éf the earth those extraordinary sounds of 
drum and trumpet, which seem to accompany 
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the marching ofimumerable troops, and always 
preceda the approach of a battle, 

Kazim looked conscious, while Mangeli lis« 
tened to the intelligences with breathless atten~ 
tion ; bul he made no remark, fearful of trust- 
ing himself on a subject which he now hoped 
he might soon altogether forget, While they 
wore still at their meal, the quick car of Man- 
geli caught the sound of a Mogul horn, which 
she said must have been borne from some dis~ 
tance along the current of tho Ilamish, Gul 
beg rose upon his fect, and going out, placed 
his car close to the ground, when‘he confirmed 
what his daughter seid ; and addod, that it was 
a party of cavalry, as he beard the paees of 
thoir horses distinctly, and that they would be 
immediately in sight. © a 

Ie hud scarecly said the word, when w small 
blackness, like a patch of thunder-cloud, was 
seen on tho summit of one of the mountains 
through which the Tamish*rau, By degrees 
the cloud beeamo larger and less densy, and 
thon approaching nearer and nearer, it seemed 
{o opgn out, Kroaking into small masses, which 
moved together with preat rapidity, Prosontly 
horse-tail slandards beenpo distinctly visible, 
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and then horses and their riders galloping in 
close array, their spears in rest, and their 
naked sabres glistening in the sun. 
On they came at full speed, the trampet now 
» and then flinging its wild blast through the 
mountains and forest around, which wasechoed 
along the river. The cottage of Gulbeg was 
evidently the object towards which they di- 
rected their progress, and in a few moments a 
thousand warriors were in front of it, their sad- 
dies and stirrups all covered with foam, and 
their arms clattering as they came to a halt. 
Gulbeg and. Kazim went forth to offer them 
such hospitality as their hut afforded. Man- 
geli instinctively fled to her chamber. : 
The lender of tha troop, a Mogul chieftain, 
throwing off his cloak, alighted, and saluting 
Gllbeg and Kazim, proceeded with them. into 
the cottage. He was dressed in a long frock 
of China satin, ornamented with flowered 
nooile-work, loose trowsers of the Same mate- 
rial over which his boots were drawn, & cui- 
yase of steel, near which hung a whetstone and 
a purse-pocket, the latter being ornamented 
with trinkets that dangled from it, nottunlike 
a lady's necklace. “His cap was embroidered 
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with flowers; his bow was slung wpon his 
back, and his quiver of green shagrocn, well 
atored with arrows, sounded, as he mqyed along 
in all the pride of a commander. 

“ T wish to know,” said ho, as stooping down 
he entered through the low door of the cottage, 
“ whether you can give us any information of 
Acbar, who calls himself the emperor of Tin- 
dostan, and whose steps wo have traced with 
certainty to this neighbourhood.” 

Gulbeg answored at once that ho had not re« 
ceived the slightest intimntion that such a person 
ever visiled those parts. Ile was constantly out 
in tho mountains, and in the habit of meeting 
soveral gont-herds and peasants passing to and 
from differont quarters of the country, but he 
had heard nono of them pronounce the name of 
Achar; nor had he seen any troops for some 
‘ears, until the appearance of those who were 
wow before the cottagg Kazim added, that he 
had, indedil, heard of Acbar, while ha was a 
atudent at Samareand; but thet since then he 
had no tidings whatover of the oxploits of that 
great warrior, Tho stranger, he thought, could 
not he Mirtas, ‘ 

“ Juatly said—n gront warrior ho is indeed 
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+a cortmander of infinite fesources and bra- 
very; but whose ambition knows no bounds, He 
tramples apon our relatives and friends, as if 
they were no better than the dirt beneath his 
feet. Te takes from them their provinces and 
their wealth, which he adds to his own, and not 
contented with the conquests he has made in 
Cashmere and Lahore, and other pirts of Hin- 
dostan, he now seeks to extend his empire he- 
yond the Himalas, and to make us all tributa- 
ries to his lawless power. But, I swear, it shall 
not be! No; sooner than our standards should 
be planted around him, I would tear them 
asunder, and scatter them on the winds, and 
become, myself apd all my brave followers, the 
food of the vulture.” 

The’ countenance of the young chieftaia 
flaShed with fire; while, with an angry gesticu- , 
lation, he gave expression to the feelings of 
fierce hostility which hg entertained towards 
Acbar, ° 

“ Ayo,” continued the stranger, “ the sultan’s 
military renown has already reached every 
quartgr of Asin, and filled the rulers of the pro. 
vinees on this side of the Limalas witlt just 
alarm. lis plan of tactics igs all his own. He 
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somotimes entors*the camp of his enemy at 
night, with a handful of men, ata moment when 
ho is supposed to bo at a considerable distance, 
Surprise effects in an hour, what he might, not 
have been able to accomplish for months with a 
regular army at his command, Ilis porsonal 
bravery is indeed equal to any enterprize which 
2 fearless mind can conecive, and his followers 
make up by their amazing activily and practised 
discipline for their waut of numbers, But Allah 
be with you! then we must go on,” sid the 
khan, quitting the hut and returning to his 
troops, accompanied by Kazim; who, forgetting 
his half-formod resolutions in the midst of the 
martial pomp by which the glranger was sur- 
rounded, asked him whether ho was aequainted 
with the noble warrior Mirlas, a 

“Tam Mirtas,” replied the Khan. 

“ Doubtless, thon, you must know Suleiman.” 

“ Suleiman is my egusin, Oh! that he ware 
now with"me, accompaniede hy a few of his 
mountaineers! Sshould then have no fears of 
Aecbar.” 

“ Saloiman, expects your highness, und hag 
charged me to conduct you to his camp.” 

Welcome intelligence! Is it fur hence ?” 
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“ About five or six hours’.journey in that di- 
rection,” answered Kazim, pointing to the east, 

A beautiful Arabian steed was immediately 
placed at’Kazim’s disposal, who, after taking a 
hasty leave of Gulbeg and Mangeli, and pro- 
mising that ho would speedily return, rode into 
the circle, where the Khan was communicating 
to his followers the tidings he had received. 
The standards being then placed beside the 
chieftain, all the men dismounted; and having 
taken from their saddles leathern bottles of 
humiz, sprinkled some first towards the stand- 
ards, and then drank off a portion, The tram- 
pets and drums struck up together, the humiz 
was again and again sprinkled as before, after 
which the soldiefs thrice rent the air with the 
war-shout, They then leaped into their saddles, 
drawing* their sabres, which they brandished 
over their heads, and putting their horses to 
full speed, pursued their wey towards the moun- 
tains, 
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CHAPTER III. 


Thon chnstoning hiond, Adveisity ! ’tis thine 
‘Tho montul oro to tempor and roline, 
‘Yo coat in virtuo’s mould tho yiolding heart, 
And honow‘s polish to the mind impart, 
Withont thy wakoning touch, thy pluatio nid, 
Ld lain tho shapoless mass that nature mado; 
But formed, groat mtist, by thy magio hund, 
I gleam a aword to conquer ant pommiaud, 
Canaw ssn, 


Cutz, who anxiously observed every thing 
that passed, concluded that Kazim had heen 
taken into the ranks of the Khan as a guide 
through thé difficult passes coavmds which their 
couse was now directed. IIo cnieavourad to 
console Mangeli with the hope that her husband 
would relarn qgain at night; but she, clasping 
hor hinds together, like one overwhelmed ‘with 
sudden despair, appenred to give him up as lost 
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to her for ever, She watched the troopers, as, 
ascending the mountain side, they followed each 
other in narrow files, winding in and out through 
the dark ravines which now concealed them 
from her view, now permitted them to be dimly 
seen, their standard tops occasionally reflecting 
a sunbeam, and marking their course, Long 
after the last horseman had been out of sight, 
she listened for the sound of the trumpet, per- 
suading hey father that she could still hear its 
faint echoes ;—but he saw that it was a delusion 
of her senses, and was filled with apprehension, 
lest the shock which she had received might be 
productive of fatal consequences, With diffis 
culty he drew her from the door, and resting her 
head upon his bosom, he appealed to her by 
every tender feeling——by the thought of what 
she owed to Kazim, and to the delicate fruit 
which depended upon her for existence—to di 
sipate her alarm and to egnfide in the providence 
of Allnh, who wowtld never fail to frotect the 
virtuous. But she could only call upon the 
name of Kazim, pressing her temples with her 
hands, ag if she felt thet her reagon was abt 
to abandon its throne, 

Who can that be ?” asked the Khan, point- 
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ing to a horseman whom he deseried at some 
distance in a valley which they had now 
entered. “Ifho wore a friend, he would have 
waited for us; but I observed thet the moment 
the first standards appeared in sight, he gave 
the rein to his stead. See, he flies as if for his 
life 1” 

The officers thus questioned, could offer no 
conjecture on the subject, After proceeding 
through the valley, they entered one of the 
passes described in the chart which Scirami had 
shown to Kazim; but it was so narrow and 
precipitous, that thoy were frequently obliged 
to dismount, in order to lead their horses over 
rugged rocks, and by tho edges of tremon- 
dous guiphs, which every moment threatened 
them with destruction, One of the soldiurs, 
who effected to excel his companions in travel 
ling over such dreadful steops, as those that 
now lay before thom, refiwed to alight, and 
dashed fdiward qgainet we preeipice which 
acomed almost inaccessible, ‘The animal 
climbed tho rock with unflinching — spirit, 
but just as hp plaecd his hoof on the top of 
the lége, tho masa loosened from the ertunb- 
ling ruin to which it belonged, and horse and 
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rider rolled backward into a dark abyss, where 
they instantly disappeared. “Curse upon these 
defiles,” exclaimed the chieftain, his brow black- 
ening with anger; “ one of my bravest followers 
alroady lost! I cannot but think,” he added, 
addressing Kazim in a pointed manner, “that 
Suleiman might have pointed out o less difficult 
pass than this, by which we might arrive at his 
camp, See, we are now quite overhung by 
precipices, which seem ready to crush us to 
atoms !” 

Kazim assured the Khan that he knew of no 
other entrance to the valley, where he expected 
to find Suleiman’s camp. After treading their 
way slowly throygh the intricate defile, they at 
length emerged on a kind of path that con- 
ducted them along the side of a river, to the 
opening of a wild glen, strongly illuminated by 
the flerce ied light of the sun, as it was just de- 
seending behind the tgps of the mountains, 
whore snowy peaks were mantled ih a purple 
haze. ‘he glon opened out gradually into an 
extensive yalley, through which the river rolled 
its deep and rapid current, As the Khan and 
his followers entered the valley, they” were 
surprised to see.the pass they had just left, 
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oceupied hy a dark mass of troops, who cuine 
rapidly afler them without any sound of drum 
or trumpet, Ile collected his men as quickly 
aa possible, but before they could form into re« 
gular array, a shower of arrows fell upon them 
from the sides of the mountain above. 

The division in the pass below rushed for- 
ward in a small but compact column, shouting 
the name of Suleiman, Mirtas called out in a 
loud voice, that he was the friend of Suleiman 
and not his foo, and that he camo to assist him 
in tho war against Acbnr, Upon this, the ad- 
vancing party halted, and demanded hostages 
for the truth of his representation, Kazim wes 
summoned, and sent forward, to clear up the 
mystery. IIo was forthwith arrested by Sulei 
mon himsolf, and ordered to the eur, while the 
chieftain and his foremost companions fell bn 
the troops of Mirtas with v wild shout, which 
called down the men stationed on the deelivities, 
Mirlas and his Moguls, thorgh altogether wi 
propared for so rado a recoplion, sustained the 
shock with great firmness, and tho favo armies 
were, in an instant, committed in penoral bate. 
The clash of sabre against sabre, and on euivass 
and holmet,—the neighing of horses running 
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here’ and theve, deprived of their riders—the 
groans of the wounded and dying—the uproar 
of the combatants, reproaching each other with 
treachery, and calling upon the names of their 
respective leaders, filled the whole valley witha 
wild tumult, which shook the stupendous 
mountains around them. 

The horse-tail standards, which had been at 
first cut down one after another with inesisti- 
ble rapidity, were thickening in the fight again, 
and were waving among the lifted sabres, with 
2 triumph that predicted the defent of Sulei- 
man, That commander, together with the mass 
of his soldiers, was driven back to the edge of 
the glen; but like-a wave, impened against the 
rocky shore, they rebounded on their foes, send- 
ing after them,as they retired, a shower of arrows, 
which, however, broke in most instances upon 
the cuirasses of the riders, or the mail with 
which the horses were ceparisoned, , Suleiman 
felt that if the entmy had time to form them~ 
selves into linc, and 10 press upon him with 
their spears, in the use of which his followers 
were Jess skilful than the Moguls, the battle 
was lost. Singling out Mirtas, who was some- 
what advanced before his troops, as they were 
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returning {o the charge, he drew from his 
quiver a green-tipped barbed arrow ; and throw- 
ing the rein upon the neck of histhoise, he 
placed the mrow on the notch, with as much 
eoolness as if he had boon sporting iu the jus 
gle, Then drawing the string right up to hiv 
ear, he sent the arrow agninat the foo, which, pe~ 
netrating his cap, passed through without doing 
any injury. The assault was returned by a 
javelin, hurled with gigantic forec, and a fital 
aim, from the ranks behind Mirtaa. One of 
Suleiman’s captains, seeing the blood gushing 
in a stroam upon tho ground, took hold of the 
rein of his chicflain’s horse, and leading it tox 
ward the river, mshed with it headlong into the 
water, Mirlas, directing one division of his 
troops to follow the mnss of the anony, who 
now endeavoured to find their way back 
through the glen, led the other in pursuit of 
Suleiman, e 

Beforo Sulciman and his’ companion could 
reach tho opposite bank, Mirtas and his fol- 
lowers wero already plunged in the atrown, 
The, horses of both parties soon sunk beyond 
their dopth, and sovernl of the men were 
drowned, who had not taken the precaution to 
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disencumber their steeds of their heavy trap- 
pings. Suleiman had already gained upon the 
enemy by more than the distance of a bow-shot, 
and ieached the bank, which his steed gal- 
lantly ascended, when one of the troopers of 
Mirlas discovered a little farther down the 
stream a ford, by which they at once crossed. 
the river, Suleiman’s companion, taking off 
the accoutrements from his own horse, placed 
the bridle in the hand of his chieftain, who 
made for the hills, pursued by Mirtes. The 
steed of the latter, oppressed by the armour it 
still wore, fell among the crags, which he now 
began to clamber. Suleiman’s horse also began 
to falter ; but notwithstanding the pain he felt 
from his wound, he threw himself on the un- 
caparisoned animal, and gained in safety the 
nearest ridges of the mountain, 

Tt was now night, the air piercingly cold, 
when the solitary fugitives not knowing whither 
to tun, took shelfér from the blast behind an 
immense rock, which he perceived by the fad- 
ing light at some distance. The enemy still 
kopt tracking him; and though now redyced 
to three in number, they wore resolved, if pos- 
sible, to capture him, The pursuers and the 
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pursued spent the night, without knowing that 
they wore within o very short distanes of ench 
other, As soon as the first light of morning 
appeared, one of the Moguls climbed the rock, 
with the view of making a survey of the coun- 
try around, when, to his surprise, he found 
Sulciman alvendy mounted, and tranquilly pro- 
ceeding towards a pile of loose stones, which 
had been collected on the top of a steep ridges 
Tho scout informed his comrades of what he 
had seen, and thinking that thoy had the war- 
rior alveady in their grasp, they hastily followed 
him. 

They were at the foot of tho steep, when 
Suleiman, who had renchod the summit with 
greal difficulty, deliberately lifting up a pons 
derous mass of rock, threatened to annihilate 
the first man who attempted to follow him a 
single slep farther, At the same he assured 
them, that if they vould become his friends, 
swearing to him tho great and awful onth as 9 
pledge for their fidelity, ho would raisa than 
to high stations in his empire, besides bestow 
ing upon thom other magnifleent rewarda, ‘Che 
Moguls alarmed on the one hand, by the pro« 
spect of destruction which impended over thum, 
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and tempted on the other by the splendid offers 
of Suleiman, after consulting among them- 
selves, replied, that they accepted his terms, 
and then swore the sacred oath which he de- 
manded. 

The difficulty now was how Suleiman should 
descend the mountain, without coming in con- 
tact with any of the followers of Mirtas. Pe 
ceiving already a number of men passing at 
some distance on the plains below, he fled to 
the hillock, where he had concealed himself 
the night before, and waited there until the 
party reached a turn in the road, where they 
were no longer visible, Being without pro- 
visions, he suggested that one of his new com- 
rades should proceed to buy some at the cot- 
tages, which were at a distance in a forest, 
where several wreaths of smoke were seen curl- 
ing upward above the trees, One of the men 
went, and retumed in abeut three hours, Iaden 
with a fow cakes of barley bread, which he pur- 
chased for a sabre. 

While they were on the brow of the moun- 
tain, and lying prostrate, lest they might be dis- 
cerned from below, they deseried something shin- 
ing ai a considerable distance, It approached 
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gradually, untilit resolved itself into a man on 
horseback, clothed in completo nrmour. Lave 
ing passed into a ravine, he waselost for u 
while to their gaze; soon after ha emerged 
again, when Suleiman recognised upon the man 
his owa suit of splendid armour, which he 
very seldom wore, although it usually formed 
a part of his camp-bageage. In the man alse 
he discovered ono of his own followers, Mirao 
Kuli, who had been with him in several of his 
battles, and hind hitherlo conducted himself 
with unquestionable fidelity, Suleiman called 
out to him by name, not doubting that he would 
be glad to join his commander again. But to 
his infinite surprise, the traveller, without look- 
ing up, answered in a graff husky voice, alto- 
gether unlike that of Kuli, saying that be know 
them not, and had no time for complimeute, 
Suleiman, lmuenting that bis arrow could pro- 
duce no effect aguinst the reereant, nevertheless 
gent one after him, which affuck the bovea, and 
only spurred the dnimal to a greater degree of 
expedition, Suleiman had sometimes heen une 
foviyuate in battle before, but he never ex. 
perienced so gross an instuuce of ingratitude as 
this, It convineed him, however, that his causa, 
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of which he had not yet despaired, must have 
been considered by his followers as totally lost, 
since Kuli thought proper not only to abandon 
him, but even to be ashamed of his acquain- 
tance, 
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CIIAPTER IV. 


In the hom of adversity ba not without hopo; 


Yor orystul rain folls from blnok clouds, 
Nwamn 


As the day advanced, Sulciman Icarned fr 
some peasants, who were crossing the moun ains 
on their way home from Karanian, that they 
had met several groups of armed men provced- 
ing towards the town, some walking, some on 
hoigeback, some badly wounded, preceded by 
two persons unarmed, who were mounted on 
Arabian steeds, It struck Suleiman, from the 
description given of tho two latter individuals, 
that they could be no other than Baba Seirami 
and Kazim, as thease were tho only winrmed 
persons pregont at the late battle. Te concluded 
algo, with his usual aanguine hastiness of thought, 
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s that-the stragglers must have been the remains” 
of his own party, intending to seek refuge in 
Karaman, and perhaps to wait there until they 
should learn some tidings of their commander. 
Although his wound still gave him some pain, 
yet he resolved on directing his course towards" 
the town, but not to enter it until he satisfied 
himgelf as to the mequs.of gafety which, itsfiight , 
afford hint, , “His syorh, friends the nioteteadily + 
agreed to decompany him, as they entertained * 
the hope that the troops to whom the peasants 
alluded were of their own party. 

As soon as evening approached, Suleiman 
8g) his companions led their horses down the 
moyptain, to the road which the peasants pointed 
out; and after journeying for four hours, they 
perceived by the twinkling of lights in the dig. 
tance, that they, were within a short distance of, 
Karaman. Instead, however, of riding diredtls 
to the gate, Suleiman expressed his determina*. 
tion to take up his residence for the night in 
one of the retired gardens, by which the town 
is neqply surrounded, There finding a hyt, 
which seemed to have been used only during 
the summer, and was now abandoned, they, aty 
onee fixed upon it for their temporary abode. 

vou. I. D 
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While ona of the men proceeded under cover: 
of the night to make enquiries in Karamon, 
anothor foraged about among tho cottages in 
the suburbs, and soon returned with a dish of 
pottage of boiled millet flour, which Suleiman 
declared to be the most dolicions monl ho had 
ever enjoyed. Tho purveyor picked up alao on 
his expedition an old clonk of comso woven 
cloth, lined with lamb’s-skin, with the wool on 
the inside, in which Suleiman wrapped himself, 
and went to sleep, his two companions altei- 
nately watching during the night, 

The Mogul, who had been dispatched to 
Kainman, returned to the hut carly in the nom 
mg, with intelligenee, that Baba Sarami and 
Kazim wete in the town, together with about 
filty of Suleiman’s troops, who had escaped 
fiom the field of battle; but from the manner 
m which he had head the chieftain spoken of 
m the town, in consrquence of his flight from 
the combat, he oxprogsed great apprehension 
for Suloiman’s anfety; should his defeated fol- 
lowers discover his shode, [o, therefore, ad- 
viged the chiefiain to remain in the hut, until 
an oppoitunity should offer for leaning the 
result of un mquiry, which he had aet on foot 
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‘throtigh one Kadi-Bardi, a Inidle-maker m 
the town, with a view to sound the feelings of 
the soldiers, Bardi had promised to make all 
possible haste to the garden, as soon as he 
should have obtained the requisite amtelli- 
gence, 

>» Suleiman, much afflicted by the mformation , 
thug laid before hin desited weibnghandt tits , 
to be procuredad order which fas" el fia 

‘ not without considerable difficulty and delay.“ 

Having written a letter, fully desenbing his 

deplorable situation, he addressed it to Baba 

Senamit in whose fidelity he 1eposed unshaken 

confidence, and he anxiously expected the ap- 

pearance of the Karamanian, to whom he in- 
tended to commit the epiatle, But noon passed 
away, the shades of evening were ‘already be- 

ginning to rise, and, still-no messenger four, 1 
way fo the hut. Orfé ‘of the Mozhils, 
served, was frequently abfent during the ey, 
under pretext of seeking for provisions, which 
it was not Ins good fortune to find. The con~ 
duet of this man looked tather suspicious ; it" 
seemed as if he was in communication with 
some paity, who had designs of a sinisiiy” 
nate, 

D2 
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pending over his faithfal friend and adviser 
Seirami, and Kazim, in whose fortunes the der- 
vish took a lively interest, called forth expron- 
sions of his fiercest anger. IIo resulved, be the 
consequences what they might, lo go to Kur 
man in his new disguise, to find out his two 
friends, and, if possible, to rescue them from 
the ignominious and dreadful death, ta whick 
they had been doomed by Mivtus, 

Suleiman, arrayed in the yarb of the dervish, 
with a stuff in his hand, 9 weather-wurn pointed 
cap on his head, which came down to his eye. 
browa, and an old shawl in shreds thstened 
round his neck, in which his chin was deeply 
buried, had the satisfietion to find himself’ 
jecred at as an impudent old fool, while he 
limped by one of his Jate Mogul companions, 
who was returning to the hute Being desirous 
of avoiding the troops of Minti, on their way 
to the garden, whervsthuy expected to fad their 
proy, he hnatened to Kurufian, by a vowd that 
led to the gate which was at the opponite side 
of the town, 

After wandering for somo timo through the 
streala, already darkened by the uight, and 
quite deserted by the inhabitanta, who had re- 
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tlred to repose, he despaired of finding any 
roof beneath which he might expect to obtain 
shelter; when, turning the corner of a filthy 
narrow late, he heard two or three persons con- 
yersing together near the gate of caravanserai, 
at which they were standing, From what he 
could @ollect of their conversation, he thought 
at first that they were disputing about the 
division of some booty'which they had stolen, 
On drawing nearer, however, he learned from 
their debate, that the plunder was not yet ac- 
quired, but that they were concerting measures 
for a robliery, which required a considerable 
degree of courage, and of cunning at the same 
time, ‘The point in discussion was, which of 
the three was to ascend first to‘the floor where 
their destined victims lay, 

“ OF the three guards below,” said one of the 
robbers, “ I have no fear—these I haye made 
drunk already ; sand T lfave mixed with their 
humiz a quantity “of poppy, which will keep 
them asldep for some hours. But those sol- 
diora of Suleiman have, they say, a hundred 
lives—they are demons; and although the gir- 
dle of Suleiman’s purse-bearer is a temptitig 
prize, yet I will not be the first to ascend ; J 
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havo done my part already, by ngcartaining for 
you, that his girdle is well stored with golden 
rupees,” * 

“Tt is too gront n prize to lose,” observed 
anothex, “now that tho way is clear; besidgs 
you know that they are to bo drawn asun 
der by wild horses, in the market-place, 8y sun- 
rise to-morrow,—thon our chances will be gone 
for aver.” 

“Let mo have another cup or tivo of humiz, 
said the third, “and then, perhaps, I may go 
first, provided you swear to follow mo quiotly, 
until we aro all together on tho Noor, lest they 
should awake and offer resistance ; for though 
they are ticd hand and foot by chain of iron, 
they might broak loose, and pitch us down 
hend foremost into the stable.” 

“ Agreed,” oxelpimed his confederates ; and 
pulling the gate gently to, they adjourned to a 
low hut hard by; wheto thay were admitted upon 
giving a peculiar tap, with ‘which the inmates 
scomed to he wall acquainted. 

Suleiman congratulated himself on his good 
fortune, in overhearing this conversntion. The 
robber was rightly informed that Seirami had 
about him a considerable quantity of gold. 


he 
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a 
This circumstance alone, even if it had not been 
aided by the other facts to which the robbers 
alluded, would have been sufficient to fix the 
identity of the unfortunate prisoners, whom it 
was the determination of these villains to plun- 
der, Promptly availing himself of the oppor- 
tunity"thus presented to him so unexpectedly, 
of contributing to the double deliverance of his 
friends, he entered the stable, where, by the light 
ofan iron lamp affixed to the wall, he perceived 
several horses lying down, and near them three 
of the Moguls, who belonged to Mirtas, snoring 
in profound sleep. The head of one of these 
vigilant sentinels was resting on a notched pole, 
which was the only means of ascent to the loft 
above, Suleiman gently rethoved ‘it, and lifting 
the pole, he mounted the loft, bringing with 
him several pieces of long grase, ropes, Which he 
found’ilrewed about therstable. « a 
His first care was, by the assistance of one 
of these ropes, to "let the pole fall down as 
nearly as possible in the direction where it had 
already lain. Tle then drew up the rope, and 
having made running knot at the end. of, it, 
slung it over one of the beams of the roof, Two: 
other ropes he adjusted in a similar nyanner. 


pe 
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[Io had senteely finished thoss aryangements, 
when he heard the door open bolow, and the 
robbers, who nppenred {o be nll intoxicated, 
aritered the stable. ‘The foremost hud in his 
hand asmall lamp, which he lighted. ‘They then 
fumbled about until they found the nolehed 
pole, which they raised wp towads tho edpo 
of the loft, The man who had pronived to 
ascend first made the atlempe accordingly 3 but 
he slipped dawn tlice or four times before he 
could raise himself by as many of the notehas. 
At length, by the assistance of Ing assuciutes, 
he ruse halfway, when he lifted Iimacl! slowly 
until his head appeared wboeve the flour Here 
a large nose was waiting hia presence, whieh 
fell imperceptibly upon his shoulders; in a faw 
moments he ascended with peeulin eelerity, 
much fo the delight of hia friends heluw, who 
imputed it to the courage infused into him by 
the humiz. ‘They followed hiv example, and at 
tho samo point of cluvation “they ford the toll 
of climbing farther altogether unecassury, for 
thoy were raised in a moment by fi unadun 
power to the beam, whence they were Inunched 
into a world for which thoy were litte prepared. 

Suleiman having secured the lamp with which 
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~“the first robber was provided, now explored the 
loft in order to discover his friends, who were, 
however, nowhere to be seen, Anxions for 
securing their escape before the morning broke 
upon him, he held his breath and listened for a 
“While, hoping to hear them if they were really 
near, Presently a low moan caught his ea; 
it was the dying gasp of one of the 1obbeis; 
: then a tiemendous crash, The rope by which 
another was suspended had oken; he first 
fell upon the floor, and then to the stable below, 
with a noise that made the hoises start upon 
their feet, 
« Theie they come !” exclaimed a voice, which 
Suleiman well knew to be that of Seirami. 
“Oh, Allah ! whatis to become of Mangeli !” 
exclaimed another, whom he easily guessed to 
be Kazim, + ap 
Suleiman, however,.waited with some degree 
of alarm, fearing that the sentinels must have 
been awakened bythe hubbub, One did get 
up, and looking wildly about, drew his sabre, 
and cut off the head of the robber who had 
fallon near him. The weapon then dropped 
from his hand, and he lay prostrate once more, 
overcome by slumber, 
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CUAPTER V. 


Benonth that tatterert robo you'll find 


‘A wonnn's hoart--a ho1o'a mind, 
Nisan 


Sunzman, keenly marking the quarter whence 
the voices had come, now proceeded towards it 
with the greatest anxiety, holding the lamp ho- 
fore him so ns to shew its light along the floor, 
Upon reaching the extreme one of that part of 
tho caravanserai, ho discovered his two friends 
silting side by sido against tho wall, to which 
he perecived they wera both fratonad by strong 
cords pnaged through arfiron ring, Com~ 
manding thom in a low tono to preserve the 
alrictost silence, he took off his cap and shawl, 
and raising the lamp to his face, bade them be 
of good cheer, for thot Allah had sont him to 
their deliverance. ‘They immedintely racog- 
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mised the chieftain in his lowly garb, and uttered 
a fervent prayer of gratitude to Providence, 
while they-both instinctively attempted to rise. 
But they could scarcely move. In addition to 
the ligatures by which they were made fast to 

“Zhe wall, iron chains were passed several times 
round their bodies, which kept them linked to- 
gether, the ends of the chains being riveted to 
an iron plate, which defied even the muscular 
strength of Suleiman, 

Of the fetters by which fia were made fast 
to the wall he easily disencumbered them, by 
setting fire to the ropes; but to remove “the 
captives from the caravanserai, without being 
able to separate them from each other, was’a 
matter of more difficulty, Suleiman’s.ingenuity, 
however, had been long exercised in the school 
of.war, Drawing his friends gently: towdtds’ 
the edge of the'flodr, he shibwéd> them: Ehestivo 
robbers still suspended, who had prepared to 
strip them of every thing they possessed. Sei- 
rami could hardly suppress a smile of pleasure 
at beholding this instance of summary justice, 
Kazim gazed upon them with a feeling of teryor, 
wondering that men could be found so lost to 
every acnse of humanity as to meditate the 
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plunder of two unhappy prisouera, already 
doomed tv the most oxcrucinting apectes of 
death. 2 

Suleiman, feelmg the moments gliding rapidly 
towards day, lost none of thom in meditation, 
Lo cut the two robbers down, and deposited them” 
near the placo whore his fiends had Leen con 
fined. Then removing the ropes which had been 
the instruments of his prompt administration of 
the law, he twisted thom together, aud fastening 
one end of the double rope to that of the iron 
chain which bound Seirami and Bazin togothor, 
he! pushed them downwards, and permitted 
them to descend until they were about the height 
of a steed fiom the ground below, lastening 
the other end of the rope firmly ta the top ef 
the notched pole, he rapidly lowered him- 
self to the gromd, and leading one of the 
horses benenth his fionds, he cul the rope 
with the sabro of the alill sleeping sentingl 
Seirami and Kazi thus foul themsalyes, like 
a pair of panniers, on ench aide of the horse ; 
and the only difficulty that now reimuined to 
be gehieved, was the eacape of the animal from 
the stable with its burthen, 

But the preparations of Suleiman were not 
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yet concluded. {is mind extended its precau- 
tions to every point, that was connected with an 
adventure hitherto so propitiously conducted. 
The deryish, who had 1isked his life for the 
preservation of a person on whom, so far as* 
“Suleiman remembered, no obligation of service 
was imposed by any former acts of kindness” 
on his part, would most probably be compelled 
by torture to disclose the cireumstdnce of lend- 
‘ ing his ragged garments to the foe of Mirtas. , 
If they could be found on the decapitated rob- 
bor, whose head might be 1emoved to prevent 
” any doubts as to identity; if the loft should be 
ignited, as he took good care it should be, by the 
burning cordage which he left on the boards ; ‘ 
the cindered, remains of the two thieves above 
would doubtless be donsidered those of the two 
condemned captives, :while that *of the, third ” 
would be hewed into a théusand pieces, “witdér 
the persuasion one it had once held the soul of 
Suleiman. 
Stripping off his tattered robes, he clothed 
himself in the atte of the headless robber, to 
ewhom he quickly transfered his cast-off gar-. 
ments: he then put the culprit’s head into a 
bag, which he slung over his shoulders. His* 
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next objects were to, placo the robbur outside 
tho door, to open the gnta of the stable, to lead 
out tho horse upon which Seirami and Kazim 
wore balanced, to appropriate another atecd to 
*his own use, and to effect his departure without 
disturbing the sentinels, whom, thoujli his in” 
votorata cnemics, he disdained to alay in their 
sleep. 
Tho grey of morning was just beginning to 
_Shew the domes and minmets of the town, de» 
fined aginst the still lingering darkness of the 
night, when Suleiman moved forward, mounted 
on an oxcellent charger, and leading by the 
rein the other horace, with its double burthen, 
over which ho had thrown one of the sentinel’s 
large cloaks, After wandering through o In- 
byrinth of narrow strects, not one of which he 
recognised as having passed through the even- 
ing before, ho found himsolf in a large square, 
where prepmations wero already goiug on for 
the axecution that waa deékead to bo cons. 
mated at sunrise, Some wild looking figures 
were collected round a fire in the middie of the 
esquaro, and near them wero fixed strong poste 
to which cight horses ware tled, whose violent 
pawing of the earth, incessant neighing and 
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cently brought in from the desert, and peculiarly 
adapted. to be the ministers of the cruel punish- 
ment decreed by Mirtas, Groups of men were 
already gathering i in from the different streets 
that Jed ‘to the square, curious, no doubt, to 
behold the tragic scene which rumour had 
taught them to expect. Suleiman, without ad- 
vancing farther, tuned shortly into the nearest 
lane he could find, but proceeded at no unusual 
pace, lest he might give rise to suspicion. 

The increasing freshness of the air soon in- 
spired him with the hope, that he had already 
reached the suburbs, Passing over a wooden 
bridge, he looked backwards at the town, which 
still appeared a dense mags of gloom, although 
the skies were begintting to be dappled with 
streaks, that, becoming every monient, of “4 » 
brighter hue, antiounced the near approach ‘of 
the sun, Suddenly he beheld the blush of 
morning surpassed by a column of flame, which 
rose high in the ait from o distant part of the 
town. + Now it sunk, ahd now if burst forth 
“Train with fresh fury, flinging fiery sparkles 
around, that threatened tos involve the wliclé’ 
town in conflagration, ‘Drumg were heard 


cnt showed that they must have been re- 
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benting, and trampols sounding, and shouts’ot 
innumerable voices blended together it fright. 
ful confusion. One immense burat of dnfhe 
thon shot up into the heavens, after which little 
mote was seen than a pale reflection, that 
showed itself for a while fitfully, and then ap. 
peared no more, 

While the attention of tho people in the town 
was thus absorbed by one all-engrossing object, 
Suleiman pushed forward rapidly through the 
suburbs, until ha reached a blacksmith’s forge, 
where he found a man and a boy already hard 
at work, unconscious of tho alarm that prevailod 
around them. Stopping at the dvor of' the 
forge, he called out to the man, telling him that 
he had a small job, which ho wished to be done 
immediately. Tho chains, ho suid, by which 
his merchandise, consisting of bars of silver und 
pieces of brond-cloth, was tied together on his 
second hose, seemed alrendy to gall the back of 
tho animal. Wo wished the rivets to be filed offnt 
the honda, and driven through the plate, where 
they wero frstenod, in order that he might ad- 
jugt tho burthen in a manner by which Ix 
valuable horse might not be injured. The 
smith, much, onvying the apparent magti- 
tude of the iich merchandise, and expecting, 
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e, to be mumificently rewarded, pro- 


» with his implements, to execute the 
task assigned him, when Suleiman put both 
horses to their speed, telling the blacksmith to 
hold on,by the mane as well as he could, for 
that the animals, frightened by the fire of the 
forge, wee running away. Notwithstanding 
the additional burthen under which one of the 
steeds laboued, both flew over the open plains 
with the speed of lightning, the blacksmith 
thrown now on one side, now on another, as if 
he were the sport of the winds. Teror and the 
want of breath prevented him from crying out, 
fealing that every moment he would be flung 
over the merchandise and killed on the spot, 

For 8 full, hoyr Suleiman thus: continued to 
scour the county 5 but af length perceiving a 
wood suitable to his purpose,che tumed into it, 
allowing the pantlig animals to slacken their 
pace gradually, wintil they penetrated beneath 
the shade of some trees, which effectually ex- 

~weluded the light of moming, Here he com 

* pelled the trembling aitizan to remove the rixets, 
when, the chain being loosened, the packages oft 
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each aide fell auddanly on the grass, with ret onn 
which nearly frightened the blacksmith out of 
his acnses, Finding his way to the Gurth ns 
well as ho could, the mechanic seamyered off 
without waiting to receive his expected reward, 
convinced that he was a very forlamate man in 
having escaped with so little injury from the 
evil spiits, which were always sure to be pre 
sent wherever gold or silver trensure required 
their protection, Suleiman, loosening the chain, 
set his friends at liberly ; then depositing it in 
the bag which contained the robber’s head, he 
committed both to the bosom ofa pond of sings 
nant water which he found hard by. 

Soirami and Kazim lenped with joy at boing 
ablo once more to give full play to thoir limbs, 
fettered as they had beon in one position during 
a period of more than thirty hours. Suleiman 
invited Kazim to iido behind hineelf, while 
Soirami mounted the other, horge, ‘They soon 
omerged from the wood, and ag they had no 
longer any fear of purauit, thay rode onward at 
on equable paca, relating do each other the ad- 
ventures that hed oceurred to them since they 
had last been separated. 

Meanwhile Mirtas, who had fought Suleiman 
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40 hand in the battle, could not have been 






olemnly promised to deliver up his foe 
alive into hi aie with ,a deliberate design to 
* deceive him} ordered them forthwith to be 
decapitated. But the dervish frankly con- 
fessed tliat he alone was the guilty person, that 
they were innocent of any participation in his 
crime, if such it was; that in his estimation, 
however, he had only performed an act of duty 
in preserving the life of a chieftain, to whom he 
had pledged his allegiance, and that he was 
now prepared to suffer any penalty which Mir- 
tas might think proper to inflict. Ps 
The Mogul, struck by the heroic conduct of 
the dervish, promised to pardon him if he would 
acknowledge the contrivance by which he ena, * 
bled Suleiman to escape. To this he frankly * 
answered, that they had only exehanged rai- 
ment, upon which (Mesoldiers, who had recently 
seon the disguised chieftain limping through the 
gaidens, led the pursuit after him in all direc- 
wéigus, anxious to vindicate themselves by extras, 
ordinary zeal, in the good opinion of their mas- 
tor. By their active inquiries they sueveeted 
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in tracing Suleiman to Karaman, wheres - 
ever, they soon lost all further clue to fs 
steps through the stieets of the town. 

The fire which broke ont in the omy part at 
the morning, drew Mirtus to ‘the funeaneal 
where, however, he did not mrygeaitil the eon- 
flagration was over. ‘Che horses, which had 
been confined in the stable, were the first to give 
warning to the neighbourhood by their wild 
cries, wged by a sense of suffocation, ‘Lhe sen- 
tinels were with diflleulty extricated frou the 
danger to which they were exposed; and when 
the burning loft fell with o crash upon tho inte- 
rior of tho stable, the remains of lwo halfeburnt 
robbers convinced Miitus that he was defrauded 
of the vengeance which he had medituted 
against the two captives, one of whom he 
suspected to be Suleimun’s adviser in all mene 
sures, whether of peace or war, while he louked 
upon the other, as a willing instruntent fi the 
execution of the alratagen@™o which he aud lus 
followers had very neurly fallen vielima. But 
the discovery of the thnd body found outside 
tie door, compensnted Mirtns for every Tiswagoe 
pointment. The tattered clothes in whieh its. 
was mrayod were distinctly recognised by the 
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soWidss, a8 those which the dervish had ex- 
change with Suleiman; the dervish himself 
bore teyhimany | to the truth of their evidence, 





not perishe hinjself, rather than behold his 
elueftein sien in this ignominious manner. 
One of the sentinels claimed to himself the merit 
of having cut off the head of Suleiman ; in proof 
of which he produced his naked sabre, which 
was found on the floor of the stable stained with 
blood. Of the head, indeed, he could give no 
account; it must have been bunt to a cinder; 
hut he sreported a violent altercation in which 
he was engaged with Suleiman, who came to 
offer him large sums of money if he would as- 
sist him in effecting the escape of ithe two pri- 
goners who had been committed to his caré, and 
to that of his companions. The altercation, as. 
well as the temptation, were terminated in,th 
manner now evident to every body, forthere thé 
alleged Suleiman lef Without his head; upon 
which the sentinel claimed and teceived a 
suitable reward fiom Miitas, and the body 
itagl£ was ordered to be torn ip om limb by. 
AG wild horses, alvendy prepated for the pur 
pose in the public square. Thus the multitud 
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assembled to sec tho execution, were nolwadily 
deprived of the spectacle which thayfwere so 
desirous to behokl, The death, of Buleipina waa 
publicly proclaimed ; auch ‘of ia rridiors QB 
had been iaken prisoners chdbrfully transferred 
their allegiance to the conquévaydwho was ne- 
knowledged sovereign of Karaman. Vor a 
whole week the town resounded with danee, 
dulcimer, drum and song, and wilh the clamour 
of the troops intoxicated by wino and homiz, 
who boasted every whero of the grent vielory 
which .they had achieved over the treacherous 
foe of Mirtas. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


The humble tent and murmuring breeze, 
‘Chat winatles through ats fluttoxing walls, 
My unospiring fancy please, 


Botter thon towers and splendid halls, 
Marsuna, 


“Tip best thing we can now do for a while,” 
said Scirami, “ until this storm shall blow over, 
will be to go and live with Kazim in his cottage 
on the Ilamish, Perhaps, before the winter 
sets in, and the valleys and plains are filled 
with snow; you may succeed in collecting some 
of your scattered tops, and stiike a decisive 
blow against Kaaman.” 
- © Be it as you say,” replied Sujeiman, “ we 
* hall turn gont-herds for a why, and wait for 
the return of those smiles of which fortune has 
been so sparing of late.” 
vou f. * z 
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“ My hud, is in Guth, a small one,” obaprped 
Kazing “but Mangeli will be delighted to 
give you up her chamber.” 

“ Phat she shall not do, my g goutl friond,” re- 
joined Suliman; “ if your rut he’ nat large 
enough to hold us all, we shall Boon build an 
addition to it, It is not the fits timo that 
Seirami and I have turned architects, nud if oc« 
casion should require it, we are ready to do 60 
again, In the meanwhilo, methinks that is the 
tomb of a pint, which I see boyond those 
pastures in the distance, We shall not fail 
to find a well somewhere near it, which will 
be refreshing both to ourselves and to our 
horses,” 

Cantering over the green tu'f, the travellers 
roach a hillock, planted with stitely polo 
trees, the silver larch, the mulberry, and some 
willows, In the middle of the shady circle, 
formed of the treas, was a marble tomb of a 
saint, surmounted by a -sxill temple, with a 
portico, that van all round tho edifien, Sents 
for pilgrims wore placed in the portico, and dis 
posed tong Ag willows ; .the former aflording 
shelter from the“tain or storm; the latter a quel , 
retreat from the beams of the noontide sun, to 
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those who wished to enjoy the fragrant zephyrs, 
which sported through the surrounding grove. 
The gratefyl breath of the heathy blossoms 
and wild flowers, growing in the neighbouring 
hills and vallies, imparted to the breezes that , 
awept over them a delicious odour, while the 
pure stream that flowed from the fountain, at 
the foot of the tomb, charmed the senses with a 
soft murmur—the music of solitude, awakening 
in the memory images of departed friends, and 
filling the soul with a tender melancholy much 
more congenial to its nature, than any happi- 
ness it can enjoy amongst crowds. 

The horses rushed gladly to the stream, that 
sparkled like silver in the light, and drank, 
until they were sated, of its refreshing waters. 
Suleiman and his companions*plunged,into a 
small lake, where the pilgrims were accustomed 
to bnthe, and in a few moments lost all sense 
of the fatigue which they had recently endured. 
New strength and* health appeared to hiace 
their manly limbs, as they rose from the tran- 
sparent wave. Then, permitting their animals 
to browse at will, they ate a few dates, and_ 
mulberries, which they gathered in the sacred 
grove, and throwing themselves on the grass, 

n2 
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they slept until the sludows of the tives 
lengthened far over the valley. 

And here, perhaps, they might hive cour 
tinted to slumber until morning, bad not the 
tinkling of many sheep und eamel bells, the 
noighing Of horses, the voices of shepherds, the 
loud Jaughter of children, mingled with the ine 
cessant baking of dogs, disturbed them from 
their vepose. Suleiman, who, though w sound 
sleeper, was capable of being slartled by the 
slightest noise, rose instantly on his feet, and 
hastening lo the brow of the hillock, beheld, at 
v distance, an immense moving mes, evidently 
directing ils course towards the ton of the 
sunt  Calliug bis companions tu witness this 
spectacle, which Kazim, though he lind often 
heard of it, had never seen before, they observed 
the crowd with intense interest, as tho process 
non gradually developed the various objects of 
which it was composed. 

Tu front, were soon group of men, dreskod in 
gy attire, armod with bows and spony, ate 
tanded by ininor groups of boys und girls, all 
mounted on spirited horses ; the young folk ov 
“Casionally riding mees with each other over the 
plains, aud shouting in burats of merriment | 
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that vent the air, Here two juvenile troopers 
wore seen fencing with each other, as they rode 
at full gallop; here a fox or a hare was started, 
and chased by dogs and horsemen; while others 
were capering about, as if to show off the 
mettle of their favourite steeds, which some- 
times stood upon the hinder legs as straight as 
an arrow, the rider, nevertheless, holding’ his 
place as if he were a part of the steed itself. 
Behind these groups, which formed only the 
van-guards of the horde, came their matrons, 
decked out in holiday finery, seated on beauti- 
ful coursers, worthy of the best blood of Arabia. 
A few of these women bore in one arm infants 
still at the breast, while in the other they held 
the bridles of the foremost camels in each train, . 
which moved in single columns, Jaden with 
tents, household goods, merchandize, and pack- 
ages of every description, covered with rich 
“Turkey or Persia, carpets, that reached the 
ground, The camels were ornamented with 
red ribbons, and added not a little to the gaiety 
of the scene, Then followed large flocks of 
sheep, and herds of mares, tended by shepherds. 
who were armed with long staffs and crooks, 
clothed in the Calmue costume, The march 
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seemed to be made the most of by evary body, 
with a view fo display the riches of euch fumily, 
as well in the usual articles of dress and ome 
ment, as in the agility and vigour of the young 
men, and the beauty of the maidens, 

Suleiman, mounting his horse, rede forward 
to moet the procession, and to congratulate the 
foremost of the horde upon their arrival at the 
tomb of the snint’ When he camo back, with 
a few of tho chiefains to tho well, it would 
have seemed as if he had been onc of their tribe 
himself, so perfectly cordial were their preetings 
with ench other, With Seirami and Knaim 
they were all speedily upon eqaully friendly 
terms. ‘Lho multitude, after having refieshed 
themselves and their different animals, in the 
running stream, sot about erecting thoim tents. 
A frame-work of willow iaths, formed in sepa 
rato part, and rising’ to nearly the height of a 
man, was, in tho flrat instnuge fixed upright in” 
the ground, tho compartments being tied to» 
gfthex by woollen bands, nnd disposed round 
the cireumforenco of a circle, leaving an reper 
duro for a wooden dour-frame, whieh stood by 
itself, containing two amall folding doors, From 
this foundation eprang a omunher of pales, 
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raised in o slanting direction, towards a com- 
mon centre, where they were prevented from 
meeting by & wooden hoop, in which they were 
all inserted. The poles were also bound firmly 
together by woollen girths, and the whole 
skeleton of a hut, thus composed, was closely 
covered over with large pieces of felt. Over 
the circular aperture, formed by the central 
*hoop at the top, was suspended a sheet of the 
same material, one end of which was always 
raised on the side least exposed to the wind, as 
well for the purpose of affording an outlet to 
the smoke, as for admitting sufficient light into 
the domicile below, The door-way being pro- 
tected fiom the external cold by another piece 
of felt, which was hung over it, and lifted by 
those «who passed in or out, and the whole of 
the coveting of the hut being made fast by 
woollen thongs, the residence was in a very 
“ghort time complete in every respect, The air 
was soon after filled with columns of smoke, 
asconding from the fires, on which pans wéll 
stored with mutton were placed, In some of 
the tents, cakes simply made, without any 
leaven, were laid on stones heated by embers, 
and baked with great rapidity; while, in others, 
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fen and coffee were seen in an active course af 
preparation, 

Suleiman and his compinions were iuvited by 
the chieftains to live with them ax long as they 
ploased—-n hospitable proposal, whieh he te- 
cepted as fraukly us it was made, Tle fonnd 
the interior of the principal hats roomy, and 
well furnished, especially that of the prince 
of the hode, an intelligent looking, elderly 
person, dressed: ina short Calmue coat of blan 
cloth, white trowsers, a mottled silk waisteont, 
and a thick velvet eap Ginaned with sabla, de» 
coveted hy a red tuasel and a poll loop, 
Seated on tho same cushion with the prince was 
his congort, a young and ugrecable woman, 
whose blue frock dress, over a silk petticout, 
ornamented with gold flowers, high gquare 
Calmue cap of Persian gold miuilin, (rimmed 
algo with sable and tassels), gold earrings 
with pendauts of huge pours, and red morrocea 
loots, betrayed her desia 46 appear hofure the 
strangers in a gird not altogether unworthy of 
her stition, Qu a chest, uear her, wie an 
upen trinket-hox, a benutifal rosary, mada of 
amooth black kernels, with coral and reand 
onyxestunes interposed between them at res 
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gular intervals, and also a guitar elegantly in- 
laid with a variety of precious stones. : 

The tent was abundantly furnished with rich 
carpets, for the accommodation of visitors. 
Images of gods were suspended here and there, 
together with those celebrated astrological cir- 
cles, which afford a protection against evil. 
Chests, covered with Persian cloth, containing 
the riches of the family, were piled in one part 
of the tent one above another; in the centre 
was the hearth, where a clear fire of ambrosial 
wood was burning; and near the door stood a 
few cans, ornamented with polished brass 
hoops, filled with mares’ milk. 

The guests no sooner entered the tent, than 
they were followed by numerous attendants, 
bearing on silver dishes roast game, mutton 
stewed in every form, with and without rice, 
and cakes hot from the fire. After this 
plentiful and well-cooked meal, an exquisite 
wine was brought, in small bags, which was 
poured out into gold cups by the attendants, - 
and placed before the prince and his guests, 
'The princess only drank mares’ milk. - 

After the banquet was over, the tent was 
crowded witha number of young men and girls, 

Bo 
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the handsontest the horde could finish, who, 
Avessod out in their graceful costume, danced 
vbefore the prince, the princess, and their puesta, 
to the sound of the pipe, guitar, dulcimer, aud 
tambourine, Sometimes the dunce was rapid 
and lively, indicating great joy: sometimes it 
ussumed the solemnity of a religious ceremony, 
when hynims were sung by the whole purly in 
chorus, They then performed a dramatic on« 
tertainment-— favourite amusement of the prine 
eoss—in which tho chieltains of other hordes 
wore silirised aud ridivuled, inn vein of drol- 
lery that shook the tent with luughter, echoed 
by the evowda, who, nol being rblo Ww gain ade 
mission, were gathered onlside, listening’ to the 
actors within, 

The guests upon tuking leave, when these 
sporls were over, were proyniled upon tu enter 
several of the other huts in suceession. In 
some, ‘partion were engaged playing ab vhoxi sin 
ae dice or cards; while Klory-tellevs were 
oven! in others, xmasing dhe funily, and 
their more intimate friends, with talea of geuii, 
and spirita of the land and deep, warlike ad- 
ventures, dtd all sorts of narratives of the wild 
and wondrous world of enchantment. 
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Seirami, from all he had- hitherto. observed of 
the hordes, by whom he and his companions 
were so hospitably~ received, imagined that 
their habits were entirely pastoral, and that, 
with the exception of a few men, armed for their 
protection, while moving about from place to 
place, there were sa any warriors amongst 
them, 

But in one of the tonts which he last visited, 
he found a group of finely formed, active, and 
robust youths, girt with sabres, their bows and 
quivers suspended round the walls of the hut, 
listening to some martial songs, which appeared 
to agitate them to a violent degree. In those 
songs, the vicissitudes of a battle were boldly 
depicted ; and as the hero in whose fate they 
felt an interest was borne onward, or repelled, 
on the tide of war, they half drew their sabres 
from their sides, burning with a desire et share — 
in the fortunes of the field. 

With these young warriors Seirami yemained 
for some times and being called uj’ Win his 
turn to contribute to the general amusement, 
he gave them an animated description of the 
contest with Mirtas, in which Suleiman had 
been recently. defeated—suppressing, of course, 
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every Ineident that might wirant the charge 
of treachery, made by that prince agniist his 
chieflain. Whaon to this nurative, whieh, told 
in the Muoné and gracofal style af ane of the 
most accomplishul masters of nngrage in his 
day, casily captivated the passions of those to 
whom it was uddresaed, he udded the history 
of Suleiman'’s excnpe fiom the garden, and 
of the heroie constancy aud cowage he had 
shown in rescuing his frionds trom the cruel 
und ignominious death to which they had) been 
doomed, the warriors rose by mmanimous ine 
pulse, and touching their aubres togother, swore 
that they would follow Suleiman, if he would 
Jond them to atinck tho town of Karanin, and 
destroy the monster, whose deeds promised that 
he would rule it with o mace of iron, 

Suleiman, upon being made avynainted with 
tho offora of theso men, recopted them for hig, 
ullieg, with the consont of their prince 5 but anid 
that, as their numbers were nob mudlieiont for 
an assault upon such a town as Karun, he 
must wait until he could collect a largar force 
for the purpose, In the piwan timo they would 
be eminently usefil to him as emissaries, to 
ollecl thgse of his seattered army, who had 


’ 
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not been captured, and he had no doubt that 
with such brave auxiliaries he would soon be 
enabled to avenge the insult he had sustained 
from Mirtas, ‘* 

The song, the dance, the laugh, the voice of 
the story-tellers, the sound of drum and man- 
dolin gradually censed throughout the tents as 
the night advanced, The signs of animatiop 
died away one after another ; and when Kazim 
looked out from the door of the hut, occupied 
by himself and his companions, to gaze once 
more on the well-known star, which he and 
Mangeli had often remarked shining over their 
owh dear cottage, he wondered at the profound 
repose into which the whole tribe was hushed, 
together with their camels, horses, sheep, and 
other animals, - 

With the exception of the occasional bark of 
a dog, heard at the confines of the encampment, 
all was as, still ag thé blue heavens above; the‘ 
sweet murmur of the sacred fountain seeming 
only to soothe into a deeper silence, the solemn 
tranquillity that reigned every where around. - 
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CHAPTER VIL 


Altornnte hopo and fear my days divide: 

T courted geet, nad anguish waa my bride, 

Plow on, andl strane of Hes | DC stnile decura 

Thott livent ; thou, tho puvoat of the pura. 
‘Vin Maaxavn 


Wine Kazim was engaged, shortly after sin- 
rise, the following moniing, writing, from the 
dictation of Seirumi, Jotters addressed to the 
chicftaing of Arjun, and tho othor lill-distyicts 
in its neighbourhood, solicitipg their wid on he- 
half of Suleiman, in tho war againat Mirtas, two 
persone wate seon at a distances on the plain, 
following tho tracka which the horde had left 
the day before, Tho wanderers were driving 
before them a small herd of goats, and as thoy 
Apptonched nearer to tho tents, thoy appearad 
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quite overcome with fatigue. Three or four 
horsemen galloped out towards thom’ from the 
encampment, offering them every assistance 
whioh the huts afforded, But the strangers, 
an old man and his daughter, seemed unwilling 
to make any delay on their road, exhausted as 
they were. They stated that they were pro- 
ceeding to Karaman, whither one of their neay 
relatives, as they had learned from some strag- 
gling followers of Suleiman, had been sent as 
a.captive; and that they would gladly ex-. 
change their little herd for a horse, which 
might enable them to perform their journey 
with greater certainty and expedition, 

They were then informed, that'Suleiman him- 
self was in the camp, and as he possibly might 
have it in his power to give them further in- 
formation, they. were recommended to pay him 
a visit in the first instance, To this suggestion 
they acceded, with considerable reluctance, as 
they feared that every moment might be of con- 
sequence which contributed to detain them on 
their journey, ‘They added, that they had 
been travelling the whole of the previous night, 
guided only by the stars, until they found the 
traces of what they supposed to be a large 
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trmy, and they thanked Providence for their 
good fortune, not doubling but that, at all 
events, thoy might learn some intelligence uf 
the troops who had been engaged in the Inte 
disnstrous battle. 

‘The old man, tottering with wonriness and 
grief, was conducted into one of the poorer huty 
at tho outskirts, where he was placed on a mat 
near tho fire, trombling with the night-eold, 
which seomed to have chilled his hent. As 
his daughter bent over him, rubbing his tem. 
ples, entreating him to take a little broth, whiah 
was readily made for the invalid, she bitterly 
reproached herself for allowing him (o leave his 
home at such a period of life. But he motioned 
to her to dry the big tears that rolled down he 
check, and to seek Suleiman without delay, in 
order that they might pursue their jowney. 
The affectionate girl, recommending hor father 
tu the care of the kind people by whan he was 
surraunded, wont forth, eecompanied by the 
matron of the hut, having frat thrown veil 
over her head, from a fvoling bordering on tony, 
ug ato had nover before apponred in the presences 
of a chieftain. 

The matron, raising the cover of tha doorway, 
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tapped gently before she entered the hut of 
Suleiman, when, receiving no prohibition against 
hor further progress, she pushed open the fold- 
ing doors, and, with her companion, stood be- 
fore him, He was sitting near the fire, deserib- 
ing, with the point of an arrow, various lines in 
the ‘ashes, in which he was shadowing out the 
plan of a battle in an open plain, So deeply 
was he absorbed in the subject of his medita- 
tion, that he took no notice whatever of the 
atvangers. Behind him were seated, on the 
dor, Soirami reading over the letters which 
Kazim had written, while the latter was engaged 
in folding and directing them as they were 
handed back to him, “I have never seen be- 
fore such hand-writing as yours,” said Seirami, 
* it ought to be of itself sufficient to persuade 
those mountain chiefs that we are no ordi- 
nary supplicants for assistance.” Both were 
turned from the door, looking intently on the 
papers, which thoy were obliged to hold close 
to their eyes, on account of the dim light that 
fell into the hut from the narrow apeiture in the 
roof, 

“ Your highness will, [ hope, pardon me,’ 
said the matron, “ for presenting to you this 
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unhappy young female, who widerstanda that 
she can receive from you somo fntellivence of 
her husband.” 

Uf there should be only ene thonsand of 
them,” pursued the warrior, still drawing hia 
lines, “and they showld be lompted from the 
town into the plain, a few pit-fulls here--there 
an ambush-—yes, with guarlor the munber we 
shall bout them.” 

“B8ome of your men, sho has heard, wore 
token prisoners aud sent to Karaman.” 

“ Defeat abroud—-ut home, conspiracy after 
conspiracy——I hava had to fight for my throne 
since the very moment J mounted it, Though 
a moro youth then, Lam ahieady grown proy in 
troubles, Tato!—fite! what art thou that thus 
sportest with men, making thom thy playthings 
~—cnsting thom from tho palace to the hut 
from the hut to the palace. -na if they ware no 
better than tho stubble of the eld blown ubout 
ih the storm {” 

Tho matron and her companion shuddered at 
the fieroa look df the chiv(ain, while, duewing 
down tho arrow he clasped his handa together, 
and seamed writhing with indignation. 

“ No—I shall never quit these mountains 
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until I miko those Mogul satraps tremble at 
my name. After breaking asunder’ the base 
confederation, in which envy of my glory, 
more than the sense of their own interests, has 
bound them against a prince who feels their 
own best blood in his veing,—I can return with 
renovated fame, the victor of a hundred battles. 
But should I fail——Seirami !” 

“T am here,” 

“ Ave thosa letters yet despatched ?” 

“ They ave nearly ready for the couriers,” 

“ What! not yet gone 2” 

“ The couriers are not yet come.” 

“ Go forth and find them. This is not a time 
for delay, when the loss of an empire may be 
the consequence.” 

“ Empires may be lost by precipitance—sel- 
dom by deliberation, It required time to frarhe 
letters calculated to awaken in the hearts of 
these chieftains on jnterest in your behalf, The 
season of disaster is not the time to isgue com- 
mands, It was neceaspry to show that their 
own fortunes were at hazard.” * : 

« Trua—you haye done wisely;—would that 
Thad always conformed to your admonitions,— 
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had T dono sa, wo should new huve beat creas. 
ing the Himalas on our way home. 

Wo may ho soon, if these missives bo sue. 
cessful, ‘There are only two naw lo bey finished, 
—1 shall go to snmmon the couriers, 18 it not 
time alse that you should yee the prince {” 

Aye lI hud forgotten his imperiul moe 
jesty,” said Suleiman, aneeringly, a8 ho led the 
way from the hut, followed by his able and 
faithful minister, neither of don taking any par 
ticular notice of their female visitors, who, they 
supposed, had come in through mere curiosity, 

The matron, seeing one person still employed 
in & remote part of tho hut, went to him, and 
touching his shoulder, requested that he would 
inform her whether he know any thing of the 
followers of Suleiman, who wers now eaptives at 
Karaman. 

“ Not much,” answered Cavin, raising his 
head and turning downrds the matron, 1 say 
very litle of then, and not” one of ‘them do T 
know.” * 

Whilo ho wage yet spenking, the Tuntron was 
surprised to sea hor timid trembling companiya 
advance suddenly aerogs the flaov, and fall an 
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the neck of Kazim, whom she almost suffocated 
with kisses, 

“ Mangeli!” he exclaimed, “ my own Man- 
geli!” folding her to his breast, 

“ Kazim |” she rejoined, breathless with as- 
tonishment and joy, that she should thus havé' 
found her husband. “ But, my poor father,” 
she added, bursting into tens. 

“Ts he hee also?” 

« Alas! he.lies upon the bed of death, in this 
good matron’s hut. Oh! let us go to him, The 
sight of you will restore him to life.” 

* So-—so —Kazim ! flirting with your new 
friends already,” exclaimed Seirami, as he 
re-entered ; “ what would your bgautiful Mah- 
geli say to all this?” 

“ You may put that question to herself,” an- 
swered Kazim, “ for here she is!” proudly pre- 
senting her to him all radiant with blushes, 

“T must say that you have not at all exag- 
gerated her charnfs, I hope we shall know 
each other much better by and by, Mangeli,” 
said Seiami; as he collected the epistles which 
were now all prepared, ‘ You may consider 
yourself fiee for the day,” he added, kindly 
looking back at Kazim as he went out with the 
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letters in his hand, “ unless you be disposed to 
assist at the banquet, which tho prince has 
ordored in honour of Suleiman,” 

Gulbeg had already asked sevoral times for 
his daughter, wondering why she had left him 
to die on the hearth of a stranger. ‘The people 
of the hut attended to him with as much anxiety 
as if he had been a member of their tribe, 
Skilful in the use of herbs, they administered to 
him a potion which appeared to revive him for 
awhile. But again his pulse beat slowly, his 
breath was scarcely heard, and the spark of life 
scomed to be nearly extinct, when -Kezim 
entered, 

‘llis voice brought a slight Mush into the 
emaciated check of Culbep, who looked wildly 
around him, 

© You know me, father, do you not?’ asked 
Kazim, deeply allected by the helploss situation 
in which he beheld the venvrablo old man, 
Guibeg mado no anawer; ‘bub slretching out 
his hand, he passed it over Kazim’s fice Hoveral 
times, nnd seemed occasionally lo feel a dini 
return of consciousnoss. Wo still breathed, 
howaver, with diMeully, and at length sunk 
into a stupor, in which he remained for some 
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hours, The hospitable owners of the hut had 
the good feeling to leave it entirely in possession 
of the distressed family. 

“T foresaw it all,” observed Mangeli, fre- 
quently, in the course of the day" I foresaw 
that some dreadful misfortune was impending 
over us; for the morning after you left home, I 
found our beautiful falcon lifeless on the floor!” 

This incident, slight as it was, struck Kazim 
to the heart, Ile affected, indeed, to ascribe 
the death of the bird to some injury which it 
must have received in its late conflict with the - 
quail; but while he thue endeavoured to sup- 
port the spirits of Mangeli, the state of, hi own 
was too perceptible to her, from the fiequency 
with which he referred to the habits of their 


‘favourite, its brilliant eyes and elegant plumage, 


Towards evening the old man, once more 
recognizing the, unhappy pair, who never left 
his side, gave thanks to Allah that he beheld 
his son again, Sitting up between them, he 
took their hands and spoke, with regret, of their 
Cottage on the Namish, ‘I built it,” he said, 
“ entirely myself—you were bora in it, Mangeli— 
your sainted mother loved her home, though far 
away from the world, and I had the hope that 
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it would atill be to you both, and to your chil- 
dren, an undisturbed retreat from tho folly and 
misory of the crowds who eullect in tribes and 
cities, But T foresre that you will return to it 
no more: nor, iudeed, perhaps, would it be safe 
ut present, while war is going on so nen, ‘These 
(riendly people will afford yon both protection, 
until the danger is over, aud thea, oh! my 
children,” he added, in aceents becoming each 
moment more and more fechle— dlouds-—de~ 
sert—famine~-alas! T seo before you a long 
tinin of adversity, ending, perhaps, in great 
dignities; but as to hnppiness—ah ! that you 
have loft on the flowery banks of the Hamish £” 
Kazim and Mangoli wept aloud, and the aged 
man’s heart bled witltin him, while these words 
were foreed fiom his lips by some irresistible 
impulse. They looked at each other, aa if to 
yenew, under the seul of mistortime, the bonds 
by whieh they were united, resolved that ng 
event, short of denth itsel’ Sluwld ever separate 


them ugain, ‘they moved not from the side af 


the invalid, from whoo they expected aot 
farther conminnications. But Is spirit “had 
-alrendy taken its departure, belove Kazim or 
Mangeli was sensible that the hands in which 


’ 
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theirs were held had become icy cold. Kazim 
at length rose to administer to him the medi- 
cated drink, which was kept warm for him near 
the fire; when he discovered the change that 
had taken place, The grief of Mangeli rendered 
her frantic ; she could not believe that her parent 
‘thad ceased to live. She called upon him by 
every tender name that affection could inspire, 
to look at her—to answer her—if it were even 
only once, to convince Kazim of his error, She 
summoned all the beautiful smiles with which 
her lovely countenance was endowed, in order 
to win some token of recognition from her 
father. Then she chided him for his indifference 
—spoke of his little herd—reminded him that it 
was the time for milking them—wondered he 
did not remember it himself—desired Kazim to 
speak to him—parted the silver locks on his 
forehend—and contended that he was only 
asleep!— Poor Mangeli!—the season of her 
joys was already passed—that of her sorrows 
had begun, 

The intelligence of the death of ‘the stranger 
was speedily circulated throughout the encamp- 
ment, and produced universal sympathy on be- 
half of his now orphan children, The prince of 

VOL. 1, F 
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the tribe went Chem a mont friendly MoeHDAAS, 
stating lint he should adopt them for his own, 
and that he had divecled the funeral of Cinlheg 
to be conducted with all dun honotw, uecording 
to the eustoms of law people. Suleiman and 
Seiami also hastened to assuie Kazim of their 
participation in his grief, and to render hint 
overy aspistiace which the occasion required, 
Upon both those individuals the enltivated 
mind, the eloar intelligence, the modest dis. 
couse, and agreeable mamers of Kazim, had 
aheady produced a highly favourable impression, 
Though unskilled in the use of arms, yet he 
displayed no want-of personel firmucss on the 
field of battle. Belin he was captured, he de- 
fended himself with much brnyery, wresting 
from the hand of the enemy a sabre, which he 
wiekled with effect, uutil ho was overpowered 
hy numbers, In prison he had given himeelf 
up to no wumenly apprelwasions; and when 
asked his opinion on any point of poliey, he 
oxpressed himaalf in Lorma whieh indientad deep 
reflection and a round judgnumt, — Soirami 
hinted to him, more than ence, that the proper 
sphetg for talents such as his, could only be 
found in Hiulostun— then thy most brilliant 
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empire in the world, thdugh much disturbed by 
civil wats, that were wooing in almost every 
one of its provinces. It would be surpiising if 
such flattering encouragement had not rekin- 
dled in Kazim’s breast the sparks of ambition, 
which he had endeavoured to extinguish when 
first he folt them on the bahks of the Ilamish. 
But the dying words of Gulbeg, his death, and 
the grief of Mangeli, now threw a deep gloom 
over his prospects; though at times he found 
himself again unconsciously painting them in 
all the colours of the rainbow, 
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CHAPTER VUL 


Where fs die land of amilos al belt, 
Whoo darkness nee one shadow chews, 
Whore, from onoh houn af skiog ao bright, 
‘The aphit of sty Maker Mowat 
‘Uhis land is not of omith ! 


Wher is the elimo whern joy with woo 
DMsdatos te hold ultounate aw ay 5 
Whore toms of amrow never flow, 
Nor fuitont flow ord of hope decay 
‘This olime an far fam euth 
Whore tho wholo heavens with radimes glow, 
Nor o'o1 thoir amiles ia dawdrapa atoop, 
“Lint toma miy never germ to tow, 


And figura what it fs to weap) 
Oh! ‘tg not found on onrth! 
Whoro avery sout will indy flat 
A Dhina that's felt but there glow, 
Wheie avery fin in olowly ty tied 
Arount the Gront Etmanl One t 
Oh! Ui in muiely Jeaven 
Moxpinas 


‘Yuu: vomaing of Culbeg, whieh had been care 
fully covered with herbs during eight days, in 
arder to preserve them from decomposition until 
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the usual period of mourning had elapsed, were 
placed, at the dawn of the ninth day, ona bier 
of green boughs, covered with a new mantle, 
which no person had ever worn before. A re- 
tired green spot, among the adjacent hills, 
having been previously fixed upon by Kazim 
for the performance of the funeral obsequies, 
the procession moved ‘forward, chanting a 
solemn lament, without the accompaniment of 
‘any musical instruments. Kazim and Mangeli 
walked, hand in hand, immediately behind the 
bier, their heads covered by their mantles, 
The prince, with Suleiman and Seirami, were 
next in order; and then followed the chieftains 
and elders of the tribe, a person bearing a 
lighted torch, and a long line of matrons, young 
men and maidens, Two voices, usually selected 
on such occasions for their peculiar sweetness, 
sung, alternately, portions of a canticle, which 
was responded to by the multitude in notes, 
that were echoed’ by the hills, as the train 
wound along their declivities. 

The bearers having reached a considerable 
eminence, laid down the bier upon it, when 
Kazim and Mangeli taking up a little earth, 
sprinkled it over the body, which they were 
now permitted to behold for the last time. 
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Several chantats, in tha meanwhile, sented 
thomselves near it, and addressed it in a wild 
and impassioned manner, Ono of them enume« 
rated the years and the virtues of the de« 
parted, describing the pastoral and innocent 
life whieh ho had led, and pointing him out as 
an example to the young mon of the tribe. A 
sceond, taking Mangoli by the hand, wiped 
away the tears whieh coursed cach other down 
her grief-worn cheek, and endeavoured to soothe 
hor anguish, by depicting the happy region to 
which the apirit of her fathor hud fled; while a 
third renewed the song of woe, whieh was 
anawered as before, hy the erowd now gathered 
in a circle round tho bier, When this cere 
mony was concluded, Kazim ent from the old 
man’s temples the lacks of silvery hair by 
which they were coverad, and gaye them to 
Mangoli, who, after bathing them in her tears, 
deposited thom in hor bosom, 

Tho bier having been mca moro raised, the 
procession again moved forward until they are 
rived at the recess, where a funeral pile had 
heon already prepared, ‘The hody, still wrapped 
in the manito, was placed upon the pile, the 
feet lo the cnst, and the fies tuned downwards, 
Other logs of wood haying been then added to 


’ 
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the pile, it was ignited by Kazim, The wood 
rapidly blazed up in the midst of a howl, which 
burst suddenly from the multitude who col- 
lected around it, and which was kept up with 
unceabing energy, until the whole heap became 
amass of embers. From the ashes were then 
collected the few relics of the deceased, which 
could be distinguished from the remains of the 
wood; and being wrapped in a new Persian 
shawl, they were given to Kazim, The spot 
where the pile had been raised was then dug 
up, and the ashes having been buried beneath 
the earth, the surface was covered over with 
gveen turfs, bearing clusters of wild flowers, 
which still outlived the rigour of the season. 
A cypress-tree was finally planted at the head 
of the grave, to inform the wanderer, who might 
pass that way, that he was treading on sacred 
ground. 

As soon as the funeral ceremonies were over, 
Kazim and Mangéti returned to their hut, where 
they remained secluded during the remainder 
of the dey. They were followed by the females 
and elders of the tribe, who went down the hill 
in groups; while the young men, dispersing 
themselves among the higher ranges of the 
mountains, entertained themselves with a ya- 
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riety of pastinies. With these Suleiman ree 
mainad, as much from disposition to purtake 
in their pans, as to render himself popnlor 
umong those whem he heped he might soon 
lead to battle, Some had brought their bows 
and quivers, and ranged mony the copses in 
pursuit of pume, Others, who had anned 
themselves with clubs, engaged in a ware 
dance to the sound of a pipe und tubors 
and, as they changed places in the figuies, 
they kept time to the music with their clubs, 
whieh they struck vometinies on the ground, 
sometimes agtinst those held up by their auntie 
poniats. 

Suleiman was much maused by the fints of a 
tumbler, who, in another quarter, gathered a 
circle to witness his evolutions. ‘Tha performer 
exhibited wonderful agility. Hoe rolled himself 
up, a6 it were, in a mass, exhibiting to the expec 
tator an apparently lifeless rank, and pornitted 
himgelf to full down the aidé of un outinence, 
interapersed with knolla, which sent hin, bhound- 
ing like n ball, fram ono side to anther, vntil 
he reached the bottom of the hill, amidst: pene- 
tl shouts of Ianghter, But, in thea next mo- 
mont, ha was seen og if nothing had happened, 
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turning himself round like a wheel, or walking 
on his hands, or leaping backward on his feet, 
with all the agility of an antelope. In a differ- 
ent quarter a group was engaged in wrestling, 
while others were displaying their speed in the 
foot-race, or in heaving a ponderous stone, or in 
discharging arrows at a mark, from bows which 
it required almost the strength of a giant to bend. 

The attention of the stragglers was at noon 
called to the hunters on the higher range of the 
mountain, who shouted with all their might to 
their companions below, to be on their guard. 
Before the signal was perfectly understood, a 
tiger rushed by them with an arrow fixed in his 
side, towards a jungle which lay at some dis- 
tance in the valley, The hunters pursued the 
animal until they were out of breath, and then 
seeing the direction which he took, they deter- 
mined on surrounding him, with the assistance 
of their friends, in order to destroy an enemy 
so dangerous to fhe encampment, The inci~ 
dent seemed to give new life to the whole party, 
and especially to Suleiman, who had been well 
accustomed to this kind of chase, 

Proceeding in small divisions to the heights 
which commanded the jungle, they extended 

F5 
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their yanks as widely as possible, until they 
eatabliahad the outline of a cirele. Then do- 
scending al nv given signal in a measured pace, 
they closed up their ranks more and more, until 
they wore within how-shot of the hordors of the 
jungle, when the juvelinemon held their weapons 
ready fir the cast, aud the bowen fixing their 
arrows on the noteh, stovd prepared to digs 
charge them the moment the tiger eume within 
sight, Those who bad clubs, held them lifted 
in the air for the same purpose, while the reat 
armed themselves with stones or branches of 
tveca. ‘Thoy then set up a Cromendous elumour 
simultaneously, which they repented several 
times without efoet, , 
Suluiman, who had obtained possession of a 
heavy mace, penetrated the jungle, and after 
exploring it as far as he could, reported that 
there was no chanes of compelling the beast to 
abandon bis luir, wiles they ket five to the 
tangled bruahwood. A five yas produced in tt 
moment, by rabbing together with grout foree 
and rapidity, two pieces of nelub, which was 
broken for the purpose, and inn fiw minutes 
after the whole jungle was ina blaze The 
cloud that rose [rom the smoking troos, sprendt 
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in tho atmosphere, where it hung like a ea~ 
nopy, darkening all the valley, except that por- 
tion of it occupied by the hunters, which was 
illuminated by the conflagration. Not being 
able, however, to see each other distinctly, on 
account of the volumes of smoke that issued 
from the buming wood, they were obliged t 
keep up a communication, by calling to cal 
other every moment, Suleiman saw, with the 
joy of the warrior, the courage exhibited by‘ 
these young men, as the flames, bursting forth 
here and there, displayed their countenances 
enger for the combat, and showed the figures 
of the bowmen kneeling with their arrows 
ready to fly, while javeling, and clubs, and pon- 
derous stones, were prepared to assist in the 
common cause, 

A rustle in the jungle, then a rush of sparks 
into the air, shewed, at length, the path taken 
in his rage by the tiger. The perpetual shouts 
deterred him from quitting the jungle, until 
the five approached the spot where he was 
couched; he was almost suffocated by the 
smoke, when he sprung boldly through the 
blaze, which scorched him to the bone. See- 
ing by the light the fierce line of enemies 
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drawn up against him, he attemplod to retwn 
to bis former sheller ; but a shower of stones, 
hurled inte the fire, raised sneha mings of flame, 
that he again galloped back, and stood at the 
edge of the vast faruyee, apparently bawil. 
dered. 

Arvow after arrow, javelin utter javelin, 
glanced by the beast, while he ran up and 
down to find some menns of escape, lashing his 
back with his tail, his open mouth vovered with 
foam, his roar resounding high above the shouts 
of tho hunters. As if blinded by the smoke, he 
advanced unconsciously towards the cirele, 
Wwhoneo he was driven agnin buck to the jample 
hy stones and elubsy which fell upou hin from 
ull sides, SUL undismayed, he dushed for. 
ward ones more, resolved to daly their hosti« 
Jity, when on barbed srvew, directed by Sulni« 
man, entered his throat, and, by the pain it 
pave, augmented his fy a hondredsfold. ‘Tho 
virelo cloned rapidly neares and nearer to 
the conte, the fire suill ying, and sending 
hpwards huge valanies of smoke, Pha brave 
animal, collecting all his remaining strength 
for a final eflort, couched en the curth, his eyes 
lightening with an unnatoyal redness, that was 
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quite tertific.. He waited until Suleiman had 
another nrrow on the notch, when, springing 
towards him with an enormous bound, he threw 
the chieftain prostrate. A hundred clubs.in- 
stantly descended on the head and flanks 
of the infuriated creature, from whose grasp 
Suleimgn was extricated with some difficulty. 
A stream of blood, that bathed the éarth all 
round, at length proclaimed ‘the contest at an 
end. The tiger was immediately stripped of 
his hide, which was presented to Suleiman, in 
token of the pre-eminent share he had in the 
victory; and the carcase was left as the lawful 
prey of some vultures, already seen hovering on 
the heights above, and flapping their dark wings 
with joy over the feast thus provided for their 
hunger. 
The young men, who had assembled to- 
gether-on this occasion, appeared to be as much 
transported with the frenzy of victory, as if 
they had conquered a host of foes in the field 
of battle. Inviting Suleiman to march at their 
head, they formed into regular array, and 
moved forward on their return to the encamp- 
ment, singing a war-hymn, which they inter- 
rupted frequently by loud cries of exultation 
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or vengeance, ui suggested by the alternations 
in the song, 

As they were uxeonding the sides of the hill, 
which overlouked (ha jungle, theiy attention 
was attracted by xavernl horsemen, who ap. 
peared to be crossing the ridges of tho distant 
hills in various quartera, but all propeoding to- 
wards the wune point, When they came near, 
they were joyfully reeognised ns the cmixsaries 
who had been dispatched by Suleiman to the 
neighboring ehieftaing, for assiaianes in the 
war agninst Mirtas, ‘They seamed ta bo the 
benrers of no welcome tidings, for disappoint 
ment wus strongly muked oon their coun 
tenanees as they ruccessively  doliverad to 
the chieftain the letters with whieh they were 
respectively charged, in answer to his appli- 
cations, 

© Pehaw !” exclaimed the indiguant warioe, 
glancing over the epistles, which he threw one 
by one on the ground; “ they have all heard 
of my defeat in that unfortimte badtle. ere 
is one who excukes himself, on the yround 
thot he had dishanded bik tioeps, and that he 
could not collect Chom ngnin before the spring. 
Another wants arma, and asks me to send hin 
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some to defend his own territory from the for- 
midable Mirtas, A third enters into an argu- 
ment to show, that before I could hope to 
attack the town of Karaman, I muat have at 
least five thousand men, and that he had only 
fifty at his command, A fourth is engaged in 
repressing the robbers in his neighbourhood, 
who have lately cartied away all the cattle be- 
longing to his people. While a fifth is nearly 
dead of ague, and unable to stir from home ! 
Thus I have always found it—in prosperity 
I never wanted friends in abundance~men 
eagerly pressing upon me their services, when 
T wanted them not ; but now, when they would 
be truly valuable, I am left alone in the desert | 
Alone! did I say? No, no, my comrades; 
with you I would conquer or die, What say 
you ?” 

“ Lead us where and when you will,” they 
unanimously replied. 

* Tonight?” + 

“To-night,” they replied. 

“To-night then be tt—we shall be the mas- 
ters of Karaman, before the sun shall shine 
again upon its domes, or we shall be with 
Gulbeg.” 
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Uastening, ag fast oa their innnly dirs 
could bear them, fo the eucnmpment, the youny 
men lost no tine in proclnining their dete. 
mination to the prinee, who, thongh he might 
have had tho desire, posseysed no power to re« 
proas their impetnosity. Collecting their horses 
from the prstures, thay proceeded lo grim the 
animals with much care, and to axmuing their 
fitness for netion, by galloping then over the 
plain with their fil aecoutrements on. The 
comp was full of excitement on the oevasion ; 
and though the elders and miatrons did not 
much approve of the whrupt manner in which 
the expedition had been reaolved upon, never« 
theless, they could not help fecling prowl of 
their ibe, when they saw about three handred 
young men, of sinewy frames, wid the most 
gallant bearing, flying: about in every direction, 
full of ardour in the canse te whieh they wee 
pledged, their steeds prancing: in the airy, aid 
animetad by the sound ofcthe war-(runipet, 
which had not forxome Give summoned then 
from the flowery fields to the tamultlal action, 

Seirumi, upon hearing of Saleitman's sudden 
determination, felt that it would be in vahv for 
him to offer any remonstrance against te ‘This 
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wag one of those occasions on which his master 
would listen to no admonitions, and he did not 
offer them, Lending himself with the best 
grace he could, to proceedings adopted without 
his advice,-he prepared to join the expedition, 
which, it was arranged, should leave the camp 
at sun-set, 
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Now the hattlo's ought with the fronsapiked dub, und 
ag thoy elowes with the elonebint dint, amd the din of war 
aseondath to tho heavens t ‘Chey ory, Parent atdkol 
full co the geod 1? vo thats horrid and Canuttuons notae 
is hourd on wll aiden, Manantanate 


As evening appronched, the warriors, already 
accoutred for the journey, might be seen here 
and there in. tho retired glons nenv the enenmp 
mont, engaged in gvothing tho alarm of th 
maidens, to whom many of them had beon be 
trothed from infiney. But this scone of aflees 
tion, aud af renowed vaws! of conatuney, (he 
abril rampet speedily disturbed, and ns tho 
ahudes began to rise iy tho east, the troop war 
assembled before the hut ef the prince, Te 
gave them the banner of tho Lrihe, whose play 
in war he bade them to remember; thoy an« 
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swered his command by a hurra! and then, 
with Suleiman, who was accompanied by Sei- 
rami, at their head, they set out for Karaman. 
For a few moments the paces of the horses, as 
they bounded over the green turf, and the clatter 
of the arms of the riders were heard; but the 
sounds frew fainter and fainter in the distance, 
and the moving mass soon ceased altogether to 
be discernible through the misty night. 

The griefof Kazim, which had been respected 
by the epecial desire of Suleiman, and which 
had kept him confined to his hut with Mangeli, 
prevented both from becoming acquainted with 
the event which had just taken place. Nov was 
it until the next morning, when Kazim went to 
retun thanks to the prince for the honourable 
attentions that had been paid to the remains of 
his father, that he learned the intelligence. He 
was in some degree hurt, that he had not re- 
ceived from Seiramj, at least, some intimation of 
the plan which had been adopted, but as he 
entertained no doubt that Mirtas would be taken 
by surprise, and that the affair would be ter- 
minated within a few days, he turned all his 
thoughts again to Mangeli, who stood ‘in need 
of his best care. 
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Day after day prased on, and atill no tidines 
came from Kniaman. ‘The nmtions of the tribe 
began to foul apprehensive af the results of the 
oxpedition, but they sull hesioued te give way 
to any general sense of warm, hoping that newa 
would momentarily anive whigh might shew it 
to be without fonudation, A vague runanr on 
the aixth day found its way through the en- 
campmont, Unt a most danguinary engagement 
had taken placa in the strects of Karaman be- 
tween the hostile forces, and that not only Su 
leiman, but every one of bik followers had been 
alaughtored, without the exeeption of oven a 
solitary trooper to bring away the moluncholy 
tale. ‘The report spread frou hut to hut with a 
thousand ageravations, but nono of thore who 
wore questioned about it, not aven of those who 
related it with the most minuto particulars, 
could say how or whanes it had oriented, as no 
stranger had bean geen al the encampanent since 
tho departure of the expedition, 

Galonity somotimes onaty ite aliadow before, 
which, like a supetnatural mexsonger, enrics to 
tho mind unerring intelligence of events that 
havo oither happened ata distance, or aro al 
rondy on the march towards choir fatal accom 
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plishment. The seventh sun had scarcely risen 
on the horizon, after the funeral day of Gulbeg, 
when a horse, fully accoutred as for the field of 
battle, without a rider, and with broken rein, 
entered the precincts of the camp, running here 
and there, snorting and pawing the ground, as 
if he had some dreadful tale to tell. He easily 
permitted himself to be caught, when it was 
discovered that the animal had been much 
gashed on the shoulders hy sabre-cuts, that the 
saddle was stained with blood, with which his 
mane was also clotted, and that, moreover, it 
was the steed on which Suleiman had been 
mounted, The ominous forebodings of the 
elders thus received a degree of confirmation 
that filled the whole tribe with terror, Some 
were for sending messengers instantly, in order 
to ascertain the results, however dreadful they 
might be. 

The proposition was no sooner made than 
it was acted upon by three spirited youths, 
who had not yet been permitted to try their 
strength in battle. Kazim offered to be their 
guide to Karaman, and horses being prepared 
in a few moments, they were already mounting, 
in the midst of the crowds that had assembled 
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round them, when an old man, te whom the 
wounded steed belonged, rushed into the eivele 
holding np letter, which bo fowud under tho 
pommel of the saddle, on removing it from the 
heated back of the unin, ft was immiedi+ 
alely opened hy Kazin, but from being worn 
away in many plices by the feictiva of the 
saddle, he could read, it aloud andy in fragments, 
Lt was in the handwriting of Seimmi 


“Lf this brave steed find his way back to the 
encampment, he will indead be the messenger 
of woe, * : sd . * 
# * * i * * 
never were such days of strife known before 
wx they were a host, for the three 
chioftaina had joined their forces, und believing 
that Suleiman was no more, they were marching 
to seize his dominions, when wo met them near 
the gates of Karama Se oho Te 
iy tho stveets, which yor with Correnty of blood 
we * * * ” * eo 
Ue wo *  * Pho ve-appen 
ance of Suleiman threw the enenry at tho onso, 
into allright a of * evil spirits 
they anid, flying back to the town, were come 
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toatiack them, * * * #* — every 
where the houses were closed: as we hastened 
after the fugitives it looked like a city of the 
dead * * *  Mirtas slain at his 
fect * * # — * — yecovering from 
their terror the second day, burst forth * = * 
* ™ * from street to street the 
battle raged for three days = * 3 * * 
% #* «those valiant youths of the tribe, 
their deeds are beyond all praise * * 
» * * not one remains to”— 


Kazim’s faltering voice was here interrupted 
by a general burst of anguish, which not even 
the breathless desire of the listening crowd to 
hear every particular, could repress. “ Oh, my 
son! my son!” were the only words to which 
the matrons could give utterance, as, tearing 
their hair, they threw themselves prostrate on 
the earth, overwhelmed with grief. Kazim, 
looking still at the fragments of the letter, could 
not resume, though he perceived that it was of 
the utmost importance that they should hear 
the remainder of the communication. Again 
and again he motioned to the multitude that he 
would go on, but the agony that swelled his 
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‘heart, whe he beheld (he mothers of the 
aluughtored warriors denuuiding: their atrviving 
children to be brought before dea, that they 
Might connt then, and ageertai whether he, 
the bravext of them all, bad indeed pone to the 
hattle, never, never to retaray> appalled his 
sunged, and stifled the language t) which 
he in vein endeavoured to give articnlate 
sound. ‘ 

‘The voieo of mourning having at length in 
some degrea subsided, Kuzin war directed to 
procucd. 

“here ean bo ne doubt that in tho first in- 
atatico the enemy will direct their innareh to- 
wards the oneampmont.” 

Tet them eone,” auswored™ tho velurans } 
wo may yot revenge the butchery of our chile 
dren |” , 

And that from their mimbera, all being 
well armed, flushed with copquest, and in need 
ol provisions, they will contend with {ou many 
advantages apabint a pastoral riba ly, there 
fore, while yet you gan” * * * 
* w * * we * 

The remainder of the letter avax worn quite 
away, except o very small fragment, on which 
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the words “Kazim” and “Hindostan” were 
legible. 

The prince who mixed with the crowd without 
any emblems of his rank, to hear the tidings of 
calamity, which for a moment reduced all the 
members of the tribe to the same level, retiring 
to his tet, called a council, by which it was re> 
solved, that the encampment should be broken 
up, and that they should proceed across the 
desert. 

Kazim, who feared at first that he might have 
been sacrificed to the grief or indignation of the 
tribe, inasmuch as he was the friend of Sulei- 
man, to whose rashness they justly imputed the 
calamity which had befallen so many of their 
bravest. warriors, asked permission from the 
prince to return to his home on the Ilamish. 
But that excellent person, who was an epitome 
of all the virtues of the tribe, taking him by the 
hand, assured him that he need have no appre- 
hension for his safety. Nobody thought of 
blaming the husband of Mangeli, who was a 
favourite in every quarter; and as to returning 
to his defenceless cottage, at a period when the 
exasperated troops of Mirtas would probably 
leave no part of the country unexplored, and 
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would visit no eultivued spot without Jnying il 
wosle, auch an iden would be the extreme of 
imprndence. “No? anid the good prince; we 
have neopted you and yours for ow away with 
ug you shall remo; of our wealth you sholl 
freely partake; and our home, wherever we 
miny find it from senson to aenson,” shall be 
your howe too. Put up your hut, my son, like 
the rest; you will Gnd a camel of barthen wt 
your door, aud a horse of ny own for yoursell 
and Mungeli, Your goats form part already 
of the common stock.” 

The huts having heen all speedily taken down, 
the materiale of them were carefully packed 
up, together with all the utensils and. furni- 
ture which they contained; and in three hours 
after (he eonmand was given, the uibo was 
on the auareh towards the vast desert, which 
spreads miny days? journey to the west as well 
ag to (he xouth of Aijimy The enemy, it was 
thonght, woukl hurdly venture in’ pursuit of 
them into the waste, if in want of provisions ; 
tnd at all avonts, in Chose immense solitudes 
upon whose arid surface the hoot of tha hase 
or the camel made no inpression, it would be 
difficult to trace the footsteps of the fugitives, 
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Very different was now the appearance of the 
cavalcade from what it was when the pastoral 
nation first met the eyes of Kazim. They moved 
on necessarily at a slow pace, as their herds of 
sheep and other animals, which brought up the 
rear, were of essontial importance for the sup- 
ply of food. But the brave warriors, Intely the 
pride of the people to whom they belonged, 
wore missed from a scene usually remarkable 
for splendour and gaioty, The tones of mirth 
wore changed into lamentation, and tho proces~ 
sion socmed like a funeral train, engaged*in 
performing the last obsequics of some departed 
chieftain. 

After journeying over the desert for three 
wocks, without perceiving any token of pursuit 
on the part of the onomy, the fugitives had at: 
length the consolation to observe the weather 
selling in with -more than ordinary sevority, 
Tho snow begnn toeall by tho timo they crossed 
the mountains on tho borders of Astracan, whon 
finding an extensive and well-watered valley, 
completely sheltered from the cold winds of the 
north, they resolved on sojourning there at 
loast until the winter was over, 

“For soveral days the snow continued to dor 
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scond so thickly, that it darkened tho air, wraps 
ping the mountains aud tho plains in’ one 
general mantlo, and investing the tramke and 
branches of the trees that were scnttered hero 
and thero, with its flecey covering. In the early 
part of the morning the buds were not to be 
distinguished from the hillocks, which the snow, 
drifted by the winds, had raised in different 
parts of the valley. But after the fires were 
kindled, and the smoke had curled from the 
tops of the huts to mingle with the clouds an 
the mountains, tho black roofs and sides of 
those pastoral habitntions became quickly dis- 
cornible, The weather necossarily provented 
their inmates for somo time froin all out-door 
amusements; but their days, nevertheless, sel- 
dom appeared to hang heavily upon their handa, 
“When the usual meals were over, chess aud 
cards and dice, the song and the danca were 
resumed, When the movntain torrents were 
at length suspended in thoir course by the frost, 
and the trees were ornamented as if by genii, in 
the benutiful filagree icicles, which afforded an 
assurance that the red door might bo followed 
over the ridges of the mountains without any 
danger of sinking in tho snow, tho huntors wore 
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out with their poles bounding from height to 
height, with an agility that rivalled the fleet~ 
noss of the animal of which they were in pursuit. 

For Kazim, however, none of these amuse- 
monts possessed any groat attraction, Though 
he could not wall avoid joining the many social 
circles formed in the camp throughout the 
long winter nights, nevortheless his thoughts 
were far away from-those scenes, commun- 
ing with higher spirits. The game of chess, 
which he now learned for the first time, had 
more charms for his mind than any other pas- 
time; il engrossed his attention, and sct the 
intellect at work. But when the excitement of 
the hour was over, he reverted to his recol- 
lections of the books he had read, and even 
sometimes prevailed upon his associates to listen 
to the verses of Asefl, which he recited with« 
the most engaging gracefulnoss. 

From poctry Kqzim sometimes changed the 
theme to history, aspecially to that of the em- 
pies of Persin and [lindostan, of which he ap- 
peared to have made himself complete master, 
[lo related how ‘Timur, setting out from Samar- 
cand with e million of troops, advanced along 
the vast plains of Bactria,and climbed the Ilima- 
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las, though opposed by the native tribes of those 
rugged and lofty mountains at every slop. ‘The 
diflicullics of the aseent were often leas than 
those that opposed his downward progress, for 
the steep precipices, or rather niural ramparts, 
which lay in the line of his march, offered no 
means of descent, Under thoso circumstances, 
that brave communder ordered himself to be 
let down by ropes; and in this manner he and 
his followers, together with their horses, were ane 
abled, after inevediblo tails, to behold at length, 
stretching at thoir fect, tho fertile fields of Ilin- 
dostan, Kasim shuddered while ho desaribed 
the sanguinnry battles, by moans of which Vimur 
established his throne at Delhi, with a dogree 
of imperial splendour unknown before his time, 
Tho adventures of his grandson, Knber, tho 
knight-orrant: of tho Hast, had peculiar charms 
for the youths of the tribe, One day, in the 
possession of absolute pawgr, and clothed in all 
tha sumptuousness of unbounded Juxury, the 
next he was rendered an outeast and a menidi- 
cant by the changing fortunes of war, After 
tasting for a season of adversity in all its most 
painful forms, he was again raised to sovereizn 
power, which ho graced by his intellectual ae 
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complishments, ‘The fecble reign of Humaioon 
that followed, was, in a great measure, redeomed 
from oblivion by the patroungo which that 
prince, though somewhat fantastic in his taste, 
hestowed on letters and the sciences, especially 
the science of astronomy. But his son Acbar, 
who ha& asconded the throne of India at the 
age of thirteen,* and who was now the reigning 
prince, seemed, from all that Kazim had heard 
of him at Samareand, to have already ac- 
quired a fame, both in the field and the council, 
which promised to outshine all his predecessors, 
From the exploits he had already performed, 
having reduced nearly the whole of India 
under his power, it was conjectured that he 
would soon add even Persia to his alroady 
magnificent empire. Rumour had spoken 
much of his wise minister Abul Fazeel, to whose 
councils, it was said, he was indobtod for the 
retention of the conquests he had made, Tt was 
the provines of that distinguished person, Lo heal 
the wounds inflicted on the mass of the people 
by war, Wherever the arms of Acbar had 
enrricd Lerrov and devastation, Fazeel followed 


* Tu the year 1556, 
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in the bloody footsteps of his impetinl muster, 
like a benevolent genina, redressing, as fir ns 
it was possible, tho complaints of the injied, 
and substituting for disorder and contention the 
blessings of organizntion and peace. 
Sometimes, if the night were favourable for 
his purpose, Kazim induced the young mon, 
who often crowded to his but, to ascend the 
nearest height, whence he bude them wateh the 
countiess orbs of fre which glowed in the azure 
firmament. They expected that he would read 
in that splondid page the destinies of their na- 
tion, and importuned him to impart to thom that 
species of knowledge which the stars can teach. 
Tle told them of the difference that existed bo- 
tween the planets, which, like the carth, moved 
round tho sun, and the spheres which apparently 
had no motion. So far they understood his ox~ 
plonations. But thoy begun to look upon him 
asa magician, when ho added, that the congre- 
gation of lights which they beheld erowdud lo- 
gethor in the sky, wore ubsoluloly as nothing 
compared with the multicades hidden trom their 
gaze in the remoter ocowns of spaco, and that, 
nevertheless, ench of these orbs was a sun it 
itself, attended by worlds of ils own poupled - 
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by every order of created being ; and that the 
wholo, instead of boing stationary, as they 
seemed, were moving, together with our sun 
and its systom, round the centre of the uni- 
verse, where the Great Spirit reigned in a region 
of glory, that knew not beginning or ond, day 
or night, winter or summer, 
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CUAPTER X. 


Ye Teuvong, for this in showorg of aweatness shad 
Your mildest iuduanca o’ar hoe Cavaured howl ! 
Long may hor namo, which distort olimos shull praise, 
Livo in our notes, and blossom in our lnyd. 
Sona, 


Aurnoven Kazim was generally respected 
throughout the tribe, of which he now formed a 
member, for his personal character and his 
great acquirements, yet ho could not conceal 
from himself, during the solitary rambles in 
which he frequently indulged among tho mow 
{ning, that this was not precisely the kind of 
oxistonce ho bad prefigured for himself at 
Samarcand. Of tha ordinary neccssuries and 
convenionces of life he enjoyed a sullicioncy, 
and there were even those among the tribe 
whom he might look upon in tho Jight, of 
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friends. But their intellect did not commune 
with his, ‘Thero was no person near him with 
whom he could converse, upon equal terms, on 
uny subject derived from history, scicnce, or 
even popular poctry or fable. The habits of a 
wandering nation, whether warlike or pastoral, 
wore suth as he felt could nover be congenial 
to his tastes. He had no pleasure in assisting 
to water the hords, or in preparing the materials 
of the huts, or in going through the domestic 
occupations which every new day brought with 
it, Tho sports afforded to others by the moun- 
tain, tho plain, or the jungle, were to him so 
many oceasions for toil, fiom which he derived 
no gratification. : 
Mangeli was, indeed, in herself, a little world, 
to which his busy thoughts and stirring aspira~ 
tions frequently fled for repose. When ho be~ 
held her engaged in the duties of her simple 
household, and read in her lighted smiles the 
pleasure which she felt in rendering their hum- 
ble home orderly, because if was shared with 
him, he yielded to the rush of delightful sensa- 
tions that thrilled his whole frame. But when 
he remembered that he would soon have to 
provide for more than Mangeli, and that his 
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J resent meang or prospects allorded no hope 
that their offspring would ever bo raised above 
tho grade of mere shepherds, ho blushed with 
shame nt the degradation whieh he had, how- 
ever innocently, brought upon the onco noble 
and distinguished rev of Ayas. is thoughts 
upon this delicate point wore by no niduns bid. 
den fiom the partner of his life and fate, who, 
without any other instruction chan that which he 
himeell and affection had given her, was enabled 
to read upon his brow the sentiments that wore 
pussing through his mind, oven where they did 
not brenk out into expression. No commen- 
tary, howeyor, that could wound his feolings 
ever oscaped her lips on those occasions, She 
was coutented with her lot, such as it was; 
bul, at the sumo time, she never failed to assure 
Kazim that wherover he was, she should be 
equally happy. Sho could live with him in 
their hut, whorevor it night bo raised from time 
to time; or she could wander with him ovor the 
desort or the mountain, should it bo his wish to 
try his fortunes in those distant countries, of 
whieh he had so often made mention, 

One day, when Kazim happened to extond 
his mountain rambles beyond their ordinary 
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distance, he was surprised, on looking towards 
the south, to behold an cnormous ridge of snow 
shining in the sun, above the clouds, in which, 
at that season of the year, the Limalas were 
usually concealed from view. While he was 
gazing upon the sublime spectacle, his attention 
was suddenly atiracted by the sound of a voice 
quite near him; when, turning round, he beheld 
a dervish resting on a long staff, which he held 
with both his hands, 

“T have beon anxiously in search of you, 
Kazim Ayas,” said tho stranger, “ since your 
fortunate escape from Karaman, You won my 
admiration at Samarcand. There you were the 
mastor of the whole cirale of knowledge, and 
what are you here? I followed you to Arjun— 
1 followed you to tho obscure cottage in which 
you buried yourself on the bonks of the llamish 
—I followed you to Karaman; and where do 1 
at longth find you? Among a tribo no better 
than the shoep, from which they derive their 
subsistence! Jor shame, Ayas! one of your 
Tartar race—you, who might restore your house 
to more than its former splendour by you 
talents— lo waste away the most precious years 
of your existence among these inglorious hills! 
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‘To Iindoatan, I say, tho momont tho snows ure 
gone. Behold the Iimalna, which lift their 
heads above the clouds, Be their ambition 
yours; and, like them, the sun of glory ‘shall 
yet shino upon your brow! To Mindostan, | 
sny, when the snows aro gone |” 

Kazim, overcomo with surprise, i conse~ 
quence not less of the words addressed to 
him, than of tho manner of the stranger, whom 
ha remembered to have seen somewhere le- 
fore, stood petrified before the dorvish, cdoubt- 
ing whother the vision was not supernatural, 
Nor was this feeling at all diminished, when, ou 
removing his hand from his ayes, on which he 
had*prossed it fora momont, as if to recall his 
wandering thoughts, he snw nobody near him, 
nor even the trace of a footstep on the spot 
where the dervish had stood. Ile called out in 
an agitated voice, repeatedly, but ho recoived 
no‘anawer, oxcopt tho faint echo of his own 
“exclamation, ‘I'he incident uatonished him, the 
more he thought of it, Ie ran here and thers 
among tho snow-crowned crags, and lovked 
down the precipices, and at each side of the 
ridges, but nowhere could ho discaver the least 
symptom of the stranger. IIe remained on the 
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mountain, still expecting the return of tho der- 
vish, until the approach of night warned him 
that it was time to terminate his excursion. 
When Kazim informed Mangeli of his ad- 
venture, she playfully looked into his eyes, and 
in her simple and bewitching way asked him, 
if he hid not fallen asleep on the hills, and 
dreamt what he had told her? When he 
endeavoured to assure her of the contrary, and 
described his inte viow with thostranger, ns well 
as the very tono of voice in which the mys- 
terious words were uttered, sho still declared her- 
self incredulous, At the sama time she added, 
that she well knew he could never bo contented 
to ptisue the kind of life in which he was now 
detained ; and that, if atthe breaking up of the 
winter, he resolved to abandon the tribe, she 
would be prepared to go with him even to Hin- 
dostan, through overy diffioulty and danger, 
Kazim was almost angry that ho could not in- 
duce Mangeli to bélieve the story whieh ho had 
related, oxtraordinary though it waa; but the 
more he refleeted on it, the moro he was induced 
to waver about the certainty which ho had felt 
at first; and oventually, he was inclined with 
her to suspect that the dervish was the creation 
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of his own faney, heated by much meditation 
on the circumstances in which he was placed. 
Whether it was a reality or e vision, however, 
* such was the improasion it made apon his mind, 
that the pastotal manners aud eecupations al 
the friendly tribe appeared to him, after that 
day, more monotonous than ever, atid he re- 
solved, at all events, to effect a change in the 
present obscure routine of his existence. 

The long wintor of those regions at length 
approached its term, Suddenly tho zephyrs 
of the spring came from the groves where they 
had hithorto been sleeping. The icicles that 
depended from the precipices, over which the 
torrents had formerly dashod in their course, 
as woll as the snowy mantle so long spread 
over the hills and plains, disappoured at once, 
as if by tho command of a magician, A 
rich carpet of green herbage every where mot 
the eye, interspersed with the snow-drop, the 
gay crocus, the modest primsose, tho cowslip, 
and a thousand wild flowers, which seomed to re- 
joico in tho chooring rays of the sun. Tho 
mares and thoir young galloped ovor the aolt 
turf, wild with renovated joy. The lambs that 
were newly born, frisked about, calling oc 
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casionally to their dams in a tumult of merry 
sounds, and running races with each other 
down the deelivities of the hills on which they 
were at pasture, Nature dressed haiself out as 
for a holiday ; the trecs were filled with birds 
that mae the air resound with their music, and 
even the floods that rushed from the heights, 
subdued their usual uproar into an enchanting 
murmur, 

Kazim hoped that the tribe would now 
think of changing their abode, and that he 
might, during the general movement, easily se- 
parate himself from them, without informing 
the kind prince of his intentions. Ile could 
give no causo to that worthy ruler of an inno~ 
cent people for the resolution which he had 
adopted ; ho felt that even the mention of such 
an idea would be received with surprise and 
regrot, if nob even with anger, by every one of 
his new friends; amd as ho really had no excuse 
to offer for his conduct, which could appear to 
them in the lenst degree reasonable, considering 
tho unambilious habits in which they had all 
been brought up; he convinced himself that his 
best plan would be not to consult them on the 
subject. But the spring eume without suggest+ 
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ing any desire on thoir part lo change thety tom 
porary residence. ‘The pasturage wound them 
was oxcellent, as wall as abundant; and until il 
was oxhausted, i seemed that they would be 
disinclined to further emigration, Kazim there 
foro determined to make immedinto proparations 
for his expedition, but with as much aceresy as 
possible, 

Selecting an intensely dark night for his 
purpose, he pub together tho few articles of 
value which had been presented to hint from 
time to tima, by the prince and other members 
of the tribe, and placing tho package on his 
camol, he led tho animal cautionsly boyotd the 
precincts of the camp, Mangeli walking with 
bim hand in hand, lis horse ho teft behind, 
justly apprehending that it would be rather an 
ineumbrance than an auxiliary to tham in cross. 
ing tho vast solitudes which Iny botweon Asira- 
oan and the frontiors of India, hon lifting 
Mangoli to her soat on the back of the camel, 
ho walked by hor side, assisting hor to retuin 
her position until she was in some menaure nc 
oustomed to it, Pursuing their way through 
the outskirts of the camp without any clue to 
guide them, they had tho satisfaction to find 
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themselves soon ascending the mountains by 
which i was swerounded; and as the day 
dawned, they faintly deseried the huts of their 
late friends through the mists which still floated 
over the valley, ‘hey looked back more than 
once upon those habitations with feelings of 
rogrot, famembering the hospitality and affec- 
tion with which they had been uniformly treated 
by evory individual of the tribe. A ridge of the 
mountain at length shut out the camp from 
their view, and the sun rising gloriously in a 
cloudless sky, enabled Kazim to shape his course 
towards the town of Arean, where he hoped to 
exchange for money the few Porsian shawls 
and trinkets of which ho was possessed, 
Manguli, though loss fatigued by her first day's 
journey than sho expected sho should be, saw 
with pleasure towards ovening the domes of 
Arean shining in the distance, Llere they took 
up thoir abode for ho night in the public onra- 
vuuserai, whero Kozim had groat difliculty in 
selling his small merchandiza to some Arme- 
nians, whoin ho met there on their return from 
Bokhara to Astracan, When ho looked at the 
fund with which he was thus furnished, and 
compared it with the long route which they 
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sull bad to traveise before they could reach 
Shore, he felt as if he had been already thrown 
on the wide ocean of the world, without a single 
trigndly star to tight his way. Te had not the 
cournge to coummunieate to Mangeli, the ine 
adequacy of the store with whieh they had al- 
rendy commenced their expedition * oram- 
uendify bimsel!’ and his beloved wile lo Pro 
videnoe, he led forth his camel with its precious 
bu then from Arean the following morning. 
The adventurous pair continued this to 
tavel constuntly from day to day, stopping din 
ing the night at such towns or villnges aa they 
met with ju their ling of journey, entil at length 
Mangeli waa attackad by a vielont (year, which 
for nu whilo threatened to pat an ond to their 
enterprize ullopetion ‘This unfortunate event, 
besides delaying: then far boyond the ting when 
they fad culeulated on seaching Indin, ox« 
Hustodl he slender meas with which they had 
been provided, ‘They had now purtad with 
every Uhing they possessed, exept Ute camot 
und the shawl inwhigh the sacred volics of their 
father had beeu wrapped, ‘Tho former Kazi 
wasatlongch obliged to oxchange for a wretched 
home, in order to discharge the debts whieh he 
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had contracted during the illness of Mangeli ; 
and had it not been for the charity of some 
good villagers who dwelt on the borders of the 
great desert, they would havo perished of hun- 
ger before they entered on that perilous portion 
of their joumey. . 
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CUAPTRR XE 


Wi onght to loyn the grinfs thnt come, 
Vor thoy’10 like clouda fom heaven to throw 
Moro rndinneo round the sotting mm, 
Moro splondonr o'er his dying glow. 
Mosunnas 


Kazim could searecly avoid reproaching bim- 
self with extreme imprudence, when, towards 
the close of his first day’s progress in tho de- 
sert, ho took down Mangoli in his arma from the 
back of the halfstarved and jaded animal, on 
which sho had been avavoidably riding for 
mony hours without niermission, , Wu produced 
a store of sour milk, which ho had obtained 
from the good villagers ; but whon he offerarl it 
to Mangeli, he thought in vain of the gushing 
and transparent streams which they bad left 
behind them, amidst the mountuins of Astragau, 
She drank the boverage with a cheerfuluess 
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which, notwithstanding her late illness, and the 
many mortifications they had already endured, 
still romainod undiminished. But when Kazim 
looked upon the sun desconding into the bosom 
of the boundless waste around them, and be~ 
held, as far as the cye could reach, nog the 
slightostotrace of a human habitation of any 
sort, he almost wished that the earth «vould 
open, and receiving them into its most gloomy 
cavern, close upon them for ever. 

With the night came the cold wind of the 
desert, often fatal even to those who are best 
prepared to resist it, Kazim and Mangoli lay 
down beside the poor animal that was destined 
to participate in all their privations, lis body 
protected them, in some degree, from the picreing 
wind which blew over the plains with a wailing 
sound. The firmament was crowded with its 
wonted fires, but Kazim no longer looked at 
them with the intorost which they had never be- 
fore failed to kindle’in his brenst. Mangeli and 
her approaching fears now absorbed his evory 
Uhough(, and as she Jay trembling beside him 
on the bare ground, he called out, in the agony 
of his heart, to Allah, to protect her through 
the trinls she had still to encounter. But 
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the fiecaing gale swept along the desert, in 
howling blasts, tike the voice of some enornions 
heast of prey tincking them for dextination ; 
nor did it conse to renew ita Joud and length- 
ened voor, until the sua re-appeaed on the 
hoiigon, Warmed by its welcome iays, Kavin 
and Mangeli enjoyed somo hours @f feverish 
slumber, while their less unhappy companion 
browsed upon some tufts of half-parched heih- 


ago, which he found scattered on the suiface of 


the steppe. 

When they awoke, Kazim spoke of roturning 
to the village which thoy had last left, on the bor- 
ders of the desort; but Mangeli said, that she 
felt much better, and as thoir provisions wore 
atill sufficient for at lodst three or four daya, by 
which time they wae informed that they should 
ecrtiainly meet with several caravans fiom Thibet 
and Turkestan, she thought it better that they 
should go on, as they had alrendy advanced 80 

_ fat on their journey. Kazim reluctantly yivlled 
to this kind of reasoning, and they resumed theit 
slow and molancholy march over the plains, 
without meeting a single traveller, or even an 
animated ereaturo of any description, for several 
days in succession. Tho unbounded appearance 
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of the desert was in itself appalling ; but Kazim 
had no expression for the despair that brooded 
upon his heart, while ho was thus penotrating 
through a region of silence, interrupted only by 
the night-winds, whose dismal tones he pre- 
ferred, with all their terrors, to the uncarthly 
stillness Of the long day in those ondloss solitudes, 
"They had now ween the tenth sun go down 
upon the still expanded waste, and no varavan 
had yet appoared, Their provisions wete already 
oxhausted, when the poor dnimal, which still 
continued to bear Mangeli, being also without 
food, sank upon the oarth, unable to proceed 
any farther. The shock brought on hor pains 
somewhat prematurely; and in this condi- 
tion, on the nakéd baiven sand, without ghel- 
ter, witholt* sustenance, without even a cup 
of watot to moisten hor parched lips, did 
the hapless wife of Kazim become tho mother 
of a fomale infiftt, Kazim wrong his hands 
with anguish, when ho behéld his first-born thus 
come into the world, without his possessing 
any thing to wrap it in, save the ragged turban 
which he tore off his head. The babe uttered 
no ery. It seemed tgo attenuated and feeble 
to live; indeed it seemed ahendy dead, for its 
VOL, Te u 
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tiny byeathing was scareely perceptible to its 
distracted parent. 

Mangeli lay insonsible for several hows, while 
Kazim, fourfal of quitting hor side for a mo- 
ment, sat near her, waiting for the approach of 
that death from which he now saw no expecta 
tion of, release. When, at length, shd opened 
her once benutcons cyos, shorose up and asked 
Kazim for her infant, with an energy that quite 
surprised him, It was the atrength of dolitium ; 
for when ho placdd her babo in her arma, she 
seomed still unconscious of its presence, and 
demanded, in a voico of lamentation that almost 
broke his hoart, why he took away from her the 
only golnce that she now had in the world? 
Suddenly, ag the child, nestled closely to hor 
breast, where it sought in vain for its natural 
nutriment, tho senses of the mother returned, 
and betrayed to hor the whole oxteut of her 
misery. i rae 
+ Here it was impossible, at all aventa, that 
they could remain any longer. No change of 
place could bring destruction with mora cor- 
tainty, than (he scone to which they wera now 
confined. Summoning, therefore, whatever 
strength .he could still command, Kazim mgod 
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the prostrate animal to rise; and the creature, 
as if he felt that some effort upon his part was 
nesessary, oven to his own safety,, Submitted 
quictly, while Mangoli once more placed 
upon his back, moved forward with some ap 
pearance of renovated ability. Mangeli was 
too weak to bear the infant in hor aums, but 
Kazim, thongh scarecly stronger than his wife, 
assured her that he could carry it while he 
walked by her side. 

The unhappy family had been little more than 
an hour from their last memorable 1esting-place, 
when Kazim, who was eagerly looking all 
round the horizon, cried out that he saw a 
horseman in the distance, who must, no doubt, 
be the precursor of one of the long expected 
caravans. Laying the babe upon the earth, he 
yan towards the object which was moving 
rapidly across the desort; he” shouted with all 
his might, and wayed his hand over his head, 
atill running, wntil he fell, utterly overcome by 
the exertion which he had made. But the 
horseman, if such it was, passed out of sight; 
and instead of that frendly spectacle, Ko- 
zim, when ho relurned to himsolf, beheld 
perched near him on the ground, an immense 

n2 
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valtuve, which, glaring upon him with ite pie- 
cing eyes, alicady seemed to cluim him for its 
prey. 

TIad the vulture attacked him, he could not, 
at that moment, have resisted it, Hy looked at 
tho ill-omened bird, as it hopped around him, 
with the fecling of a person oppressed’ jn sleep 
by the nightanae, hore was a load ypon 
his senses that kept him fixed to the carth, and 
provented him fiom throwing al the foul erea- 
ture the sand which ho instinctively grasped in 
his hand for the purpose, Sull it hopped round 
and round, the slaver falling from its beak, as it 
feasted by anticipation on a new victim, ‘The 
approach of Mangeli, however, who impelled 
her wearied stced to its Inst effort, put the vul- 
ture to flight, but not to any gieat distance ; for 
he now directed his course towards tho infant, 
which ho perecivéd hard by. The vigour wanted 
by Kazim for his own protection ho found 
at once, whon he behold tha danger to which 
“his offspring was exposed, Running -owards 
the spot, with the fleotness of an arrow, ho 
snatched up ‘the child with one hand, while 
with the other he hurled against the ravenous 
intruder, some dried bones of man or bent, 
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which he picked up on the way. From ong of 
these the vulture received such a blow on the 
head that he fled screaming over the desert, 
Tho hoor oceasioned by this incident, soon 
yiclded to a sonse of ovewhelming joy; when, 
after advancing for another hourtor two, they 
beheld, &t a considerable distance, an extensive 
lake, upon which vessels Inden with dates and 
melons, grapes, oranges, and every kind of deli- 
cious fruit, were seen in great numbers crossing 
and re-crossing the surface of the waters in all 
ditections. Islands, whose verdure was pecu- 
liarly grateful to eyes so long dazzled by the 
glaro of the sun on tlic sand of the desct, were 
seattored over the lake in picturesque groups, 
inteiseoted by streams which shone*like veins 
of silver, and abounding with tices whose 
spreading branches promised a rofreshing shade, 
A boat, roved by tivo men, put off from the 
puncipal island as soon as the trayollers were in 
sight, and approndhed the margin of the waters 
for their especial accommodatipn, . 
There was already o freshness in the atmo- 
sphoro, whicl guve new lifo even to tho animal 
that had hitherto borne Mangeli with faltering 
slops, and urged him to hasten towards the 
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lake with a rapidity which Kazim in vain on- 
Geavoured to rival. But the greater tha ¢x- 
pedition they used, the farther the islaudls, 
ns well ns the survonnding clement, receded 
from the view of the wearied pilgrims, During 
the whole day they pursued tho fleeting vision, 
until ab length it faded, on the app onch “of 
evening, altogether from their sight, leaving 
them in a state of helplessness for which they 
now gave up all hope of finding any remedy, 
Kazim, unable (o bear the little burthen in his 
arms any longer, resigned the task to Mungeli, 
who, sitting on the ground, received her child 
with that vacant smile which denotes tho return 
of delirium, Ter hands trombled violently, 
while she: endeavoured to clasp tho infant to 
her bosom; but they fell poworless by hor site, 
as sho swooned away in the offort, overcome hy 
fatigue, and reduced to the Inst stage of famine, 

Kazim had a dim recollection, that in thoir 
haste towards the imaginary luke they hind 
passed a palm-troo, Roturaing some hundred 
paces, he peroaived the companion of their jour~ 
ney busily engaged in browsing on the loaves 
and tender branelfes of somo shrubs, near which 
the palm-tree grew bearing a faw datea still 
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wnipe. Ie plucked them in a moment, and 
bringing them to Mangoli, moistened her lips 
with tho juice of the fruil, while ho contented 
himself by chewing some leaves which he had 
torn from the shrubs, The liquid, such as it 
was, revived her for 2 moment, but sho again 
rolapscceinto a state of insensibility resembling 
death. The poor infant lay upon her knees, 
exposed to all the dangers of the night, Kazim 
contrived to make a bed for it among branches 
of the palm, which ho gathered for the purpose, 
and placing the babo at tho foot of the tree, 
covered it, as well as he could, from the incle- 
mency of the cold blast, which had already 
commenced its melancholy murmur, 

When Kazim told Mangeli in the morning 
what he had dono, he added, that as thay had 
no hope of finding sustenance for the babo} it 
would be bettor to leave it in the desert than 
attempt to carry it any farther,  Ilis own 
atrongth was quits gone, and, above all, ho felt 
apprehensions which he dared not roveal, that 
if another day or two passed over without their 
meeting with any food, temptations of the most 
dreadful description might bo fresistible to both 
of them. Mangoli understood her husband at 
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once, and nodding her head in apparent ac- 
quiescence, desired to depart without a moment’s 
dolay. When sho was sented on the horko, she 
oxpressed a wish, however, to bo led towards 
the palm-tree, that sho might at lenst once more 
behold the spot destined to bo tho grave of hor 
infant. She looked at the tree with silént 
gvicf for a fow minutes, and then permitting 
Kazim to turn the head of tho animal round, 
she proceeded on her journey, still keeping her 
eyes reverted on the palm. When that beacon 
began to lesson by degrees, and ut length to 
escnpo altogether from her sight, tha voico of 
nature resumed its powor over tho heart of the 
agonized mathor:~“ My child! my child!” she 
exclaimed, “ givo me my child, or let mo perish 
by her side!” Throwing herself from the 
horse, she attomptod to run towards the pala 
tree, but sho foll upon the earth, unable to move 
a single pace, The prudent foars of Kazim 
gavo way at once before tho entrouties of Man- 
goli, as well as lo his own paternal impulses, 
and telling her Chat ho would in @ momant gra~ 
tify her wishes, lot the consequences be what 
they might, ho b&stened towards the treo near 
which the infant waa laid. But while ho was 
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removing the palm-branehes, in which ho had 
enveloped it, he was struck with horror on per- 
ceiving a black snake, of cnormous dimonsions, 
soiled 1ound the child, and hissing with all its 
fory, enraged at being disturbed in its prepaya~ 
tidns foredovouring the banquet it had found. 
Kazim, seeing the danger to which his child 
was exposed, grasped the neck of the snake in 
his hand with a convulsive effort, and placing 
it under his foot, pressed it to the earth, while 
the venom flowed frdm its fangs covered with 
foam. Then untwisting the loathsome bands in 
which the babe had been folded, ho took it up 
in his arms, and leaving the snake to its fale, 
returned to Mangeli, who had witnessed the 
result of the contest with a feeling of joy that 
appeared Lo give hor new life, ‘ 
Whilo the parenis were examining thoir in- 
fant, in order o assure themselyes that the 
anake had done if no injury, a group of horsag 
men galloped towards them, who saw, from 
their appearance, that they were in a condition 
of tho most deplorable misery, The stiangers, 
alighting from their stecds, pfoduced from the 
wallets which were attached to thoir saddles, 
an abundance of delicious dates and figs, to 
Ww & 
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gether with clusters of half-dried grapes of 
Ghazni, the best which are yielded by the vine- 
yards of Asia. ‘Their caravan, they suid, whieh 
was coming from Foyghann, bound for Kabul, 
would soon bo in sight, and the unhappy travel 
lers might expect every assistance git could 
afford. 
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CITAPTER XII. 


Seo yon fur giovas that o’or Amann tise, 

And with their apioy broath embalm tho skiss ; 

Whore every broozo shods incense o'or the vales, 

And ovory shud tho scent of musk oxhales ! 

Soo though you opening glade u glittoring scene, 

Lawaa ovor gay, and meadows ever greon. 
Sorta, 


Kazim had tho inexpressible pleasure to see 
Mangeli look once more like herself, when, re- 
freshed by the food she had taken, she busied 
herself about her iffant, whom she was feeding, 
with some mare's milk, which the kind stran- 
gers had given her. Towards noon, the great 
body of the caravan appeared in sight, fol- 
lowed by an immense number of horses, des- 
tined to be exchanged at Kabul for the cloths 
the sugars, the drugs and spices of Ilindostan. 
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Asaoon as the principal members of the caravan 
learned the sad intelligence which the horsemen 
told concerning the wanderers, who had nearly 
fallen vietime to famine in the desert, a tent, 
was pitched, in which rich carpots ware spread, 

and assigned immedintoly to the’ use ef Man 
geli, Askilfal female slave was also appointed 
to atlond her, who administered to her such 
medicinal caro as hor situation required. The 
grent body of the caravan moved forward, aftor 

haying rested during the heat of the dry ; but 2 
small-party was orlered to remain behind, until 
Mangeli was in a condition to travel without 
pain or inconvenience. 

In tho course of a few days tho young mo- 
ther, invigorated by the hospitable care with, 
which she was treated, found herself in a git. 
ation to afford her child an abundance of the 
nuiriment most suitable to its tender age. Tho 
opening smiles of the infant began already to 
recompenso her for the drogdful aufforings 
she had undergone; and when she joined the 
caravan, seated on her own qitlet palfroy, whieh 
had algo profited not a little by the change that 
had taken place, with the babe asleep on her 
bosom, and her husband riding a beautiful steed 
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of Ferghana by her side, sho felt og if their- 
journey were already at an end; at least, that 
its toils and dangers were now over. 
» Tho desert was already passed, and the 
mountains of Kabul at length appeared on the 
horizonglike a lofty mural boundary stretching 
across ihe country from east to west. It seemed 
at firat,.as if no access could be found which 
would cnable the traveller to ascend those 
heights, whose summits weve lost in tho clouds. 
But as they approached nearer to the mountains, 
and began gradually to climb the rising grounds, 
they found the formidable barrier breaking up 
into green hills, affording pleasant paths thai 
condneted them by easy winding courses, with 
perfect safety, from the lower to the higher re- 
gions. Waters falling from the rocks sparkled 
on the eye, and cheered the mind by their nusic, 
The spirit of freedom breathed in the air around, 
and filled tho heart with extacy, while from 
numerous copses broke forth the séng of a thou~ 
sand birds, whose varied notes formed an en~ 
chanting contrast with the awful silence of the 
desert. ‘ 
Te was tho season when the citron-trees ware 
in bloom, and the orange had already begun to 
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ok yellow through tho green leaves by whieh 
it was sheltered from the scorching benms of 
the sun. The apple-treos had also put forth 
their raddy and snow-white blossoms, which 
were mingled in beautiful profiaion with those 
of tho almond, tho pomegranate and thy peaeh. 
The deelivities were overy where decked with 
flowers, amongst which tho tulip renred its 
graceful chalice, streaked with green and gold, 
while the purple convelvolits spread in clegant 
festoons from precipice to pracipiec. ‘Iho Tue 
dian pink, the red and yellow rose, the sweet. 
briar, and tho jasmine gave all their vatiety and 
fragrance to the scene, while the porcock dis- 
playod his azure neck, and unfolded his maygni- 
ficent plumage, the flying squirrel went thiongh 
his merry anticks, the green parrot chattered, 
the turtle-dove cooed, and the nightingale 
poured forth her melodies among the groves 
which crowned"the adjacent heights, 

Aa the caravan wound up the sides of the 
mountain, 6 caution was given to the whole 
hody to keop cloac*togethor, they ‘being now on 
the bordets of Kaferiatan, a savage tract of 
territory, inhabited by tribes who hayo for many 
ages existed principally by plunder, Tiding in 
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the recesses of their native rocks, they rush down 
suddenly on the defenceless traveller, from 
heighis which he might deem only the abode 
of the eagle, Not content with robbing their 
victim of his merchandize, they deprive gin 
oven of jis apparel, and afterwards tic him to 
the nearest tree, where they leave his bones to 
he bleached by the sun and tho winds. Cara- 
vans they attack with moro systematic prepara- 
tion, They wait until the train involves itself 
among the most difficult passes of the moun- 
tains, or is obliged to halt during the night be- 
fore the passes are entered, In the former ease, 
they easily throw the whole line into confusion, 
by rolling immense rocks down upon the narrow 
defile: in the latter, they arm themselves with 
burning branches of the pine-ttee, -by which 
they are not only easily distinguishable from 
the party they assail, but which they uge in ad- 
dition to their double-edged axcs, as weapons 
of the most formidable nature, setting fire to 
the tents, and aflrighting the horses and other 
animals which fly for refuge to the heighta, 
where confedarates are stationed for the purpose 
of capturing all the prey they can find. 

Upon the approach of night, therefore, orders 


‘ 
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were given for pitching the touts of the caravan 
ona declivity of the mountain, ns new to each 
other as the naturo of tho ground penmitted. 
The horses were collected together near the 
tentg, and sentinols wero established at some 
distance round tho encampment, whos» duty it 
was to give the signal of alarm, should they 
discover any mavement on tho heights above. 
The horses of Ferghana, which wlways found 
a high price and u ready market at Kabul, were 
particularly coveted by the Kafirs; and a enra- 
van from thet district seldom crossed these 
mountains without sustaining great loss—never 
yithout molestation. 

Kazim’s recent experience in war, such us it 
was, guve his counsels some weight ding the 
discussion of the different-plana which wate 
propoged for defending tho cnraven from the 
banditti, Mo suggested, that instead of writing 
for their approach, measures “shouldy bo adopted 
for attacking them before they could reach the 
camp, in caso they should make their appear 
ance; ond under his suporintendence arrange. 
ments were made, for the execution of which 
the nature of the country afforded peculiar faci- 
lities. 


» 
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Towards midnight, a sentinel brought in word 
that he had just seen a light, which he had at 
first mistaken for a star, moving rapidly near 
the summit of the mountain, Kazim imme- 
diately divided his little troop into two patties, 
one of which he stationed in front of the camp, 
the othew he led up to a group of planc-trees, 
whore he directed his followers to procure the 
most shady branches they could find, and such 
as they could, at the same time, carry in one 
hand, without preventing the other from wielding 
the sabre, ‘They had scarcely armed themselves 
with these rude shields, when the lights began 
to thicken on the mountain top, and all the 
sentinels returned-from their posts, nssured that 
the robbers were in motion, 

By and by a stream of light descended the 
mountain, in a zig-zag course, now broken hy 
intervening rocks, now hidden by the fprests ° 
through which it patibNy gleamed, and now 
entering a ravine,’ where it seemed lost for 
a while in total darkness, save that a slight 1e~ 
flaction in the sky sill marked its course. At 
length, gathering together in a dense mass, like 
the torent flood before it precipitates itself over 
the ledge of rock whence it falls in a sheet into 
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the fouming abyss below, the whole appeared as 
one body of flama, rushing’ directly from the 
heighta right upon the encampment, 

Kazim’s party separated into small groups on 
cither side of the path by whieh the outluvs 
descended, and holding the planc-branehes be- 
fore them, knelt down on one kneo,eprepared 
for action, should they be premeturely diseo- 
vered, But ,tho .Kafirs passed through the 
cohunns, without suspecting that they left aught 
save shrubs behind them, As their torches al- 
rondy began to gleam before the tents, aud to 
show tho niultitude of horses in tho lower 
ground, they leaped forward -with an exulting 
shout, which shewed that, they were much in- 
loxicated with wine, They were, however, in« 
stantly precipitated upon a steady line, bristling 
with spears, which proved fatal to their front 
rankg, ‘Those who were behind, secing the fate 
of their companions; tumed backwards for 
fight, when, to their amazement, they found 
the woods closing upon them on all sides, 
They stood horrorstruck at the speatacle, their 
torches singled them out as they Med hero and 
‘there, from what they deemed a suparnatural 
enemy ; thoy fell almost bofore they wore snbred, 
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for oruclty and fear, guilt and superstition, 
always lodge together in the samo breast. 
When the moraing dawned on that mountain 
side, it displayed a scene of retribution, such as 
the borders of Kaferistan had never oxhiblted 
before. The dead, each of whom had a leather 
bottle ofgwine tied round his neck, were depo- 

»sited in a hollow space, over which a pile of 
stones was raised, in ordor to warn future tra- 
vellars of tha dangers which the caravan had 
encountered, and to exemplify the effect of 
meeting such perila with the courage of men, 
rather thon evade them by a base and criminal 
compromise, 

Tho honours of the achiovement were princi- 
pelly attributed to Kazim, who, however, mo- 
desily declined ascribing them to any merit of 
hls own, They were due only to Allah, under 
whose protection tho valour of the Torghanese, 
and the justice‘of their cause, received their due 
reward. But his stew friends, desirous of ex- 
pressing their gratitude for bis services, upon 
which they set a high villue, assigned him as a 
recompense fity of tho best steeds which their 
herd afforded. Those he might oxchange at. 
Kabul for monoy, or any other merchandize 
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more suitable to his purposes, Aa he wna dos 
tined for Lahore, which was still at a consider- 
able distance, they hoped that the little wealth 
he might thus obtain, would enublo him to per 
form the remainder af his jowney with greater 
onse both to himself and Mangeli. 

Tho caravan anived ine few days after, 
without any futher interruption, at Kabul, with 
whose appeagnee and situation Kazim was de 
lighted, Ascending: its lofly citadel he behold 
the town, surrounded on all sides with oxtensive 
gardens, watered by streams ditceted through 

saquoducts from the distant Inlls. ‘Lo the south 
stretched the beautiful Inka of Kheirabad, 
animated by numbers of small boats in which 
groups of persons wea amusing themselves 
by fishing, while otheis suuntered though 
green ficlds, stretching as fur as the eye 
could. teach, decwiated by clusters of trees, 
and by fountaina, whose waters sparkled in the 
sun, This fuir scene, the ‘usual rogorl of the 
people of Babul on all holidays, contrasted 
strongly with the rude &kpect ol the inownteing 
to tho nomth and the cast, which looked like a 
adveary waste: realizing, in overy iespeel, the 
deseription of the Persian poet, who said of 
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Kabul, that ‘it is at once a mountain and a 
sen, 2 town and a desert.” 

Kabul was remarkably gay at this time, as it 
happened that the caravans from Ferghana, 
Turkestan, Bokhara, Samarcand, and several 
parts of Ilindostan, met together in the markot- 
place, were bazaars weie erected for the manu- 
factures and produce of the different nations, 
Tlere were seen rows of white slayes from India, 
piles of cotton cloth, heaps of sugar-candy, 
common sugar, spices, and drugs; in another 
bazaar, gold and silver tiinkets, beautifully 
wrought chains from Ceylon, diamonds, ame- 
thysts, emetalds, and precious stones of every. 
description, were displayed for sale in their most 
tempting fyrms. Farther on, the carpets of 
Turkey, the sabres of Damascus, the conrac and 
fine cloths of Irak, and the sich shawls of Persia 
met the eye; while in all the open spaces ihyand 
near the town, men skilled in the art of display- 
ing the excellences of the Ferghansss havea in 
all its points, wore seon,riding up a 
fore the dealers from all quarlers o 
Persia, aud Turkoy, who bargainec 
animals they could find, 

The market of native produce 
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magnificent display of the finits of tho cold and 
warm districts, which are within a few hou 
march of each other, among the Kubnt moun- 
tains. Those in the formoriegion send thither 
their walnuts, cherrica, damsons, quinces, prapes, 
peaches, apricots, and pomegranates; while the 
latter were represented by the sugarfeane, the 
orange, the citron, tha ambek, and the honay- 
comb teeming with its fragrant liquid. ‘The 
bazaars abounded also in Kubnl wino of the 
most delicious flavour, which too often indueed 
the Turkish and Porsion merchants to forget 
the salutary precepts of the Koran, 
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CUAPTER XII. 


Now morning hoathed : the seontod ai was mild, 

Euch meadow blossomed, and onch valley smiled , 

On ovary alinub tho pearly dew-diops hung, 

On every branch @ feathered warblat sung , 

Tho cheerful apring ler flowery chnplots wove, 

And incense-hoathing gales perfumed tho grovo, 
Taptan Tarn, 


Kaum yémuined no Jongor at Kabul than wns 
absolutoly pecessary to repair the disasters of 
the journcy over tho dosert, and to provide for 
that which he had still to perform across the 
mountains to Lahore. Taving sold his stock of 
horses to considerable advantage, reserving a 
pair of the tamest for himelf and Mangoli, he 
took an affectionate leave of his Ferghanese 
fiionds, and set out for India, Mangeli, by this 
time, had become an excellent traveller, Wrap- 
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ping her infant in a large shawl, whieh waa 
passod over hor right shoulder, and died firmly 
ound hey waist, she eithar nursyd the Iaba, or 
hushed it to sleop, without alighting from the 
beautiful animal on which she was mounted. 
The heat of nvon-tida compelled them, indoed, 
frequently to shelter themselves beneath the 
spreading planc-treas, or in tho receases of such 
rocks as afforded nt once the convenience af a 
friendly shade and a crystal spring, But the 
genial atmosphere of the mountains enabled 
them, in goneral, to maka long journies from 
dey to day throngh the passes and ronds, of 
which Kazim had received abundant infomaa~ 
tion at Kabul, 

Their first resting-place was at the village of 
Istalif, where Kazim thought that if he had vot 
been’ already engaged in pursuit of a higher 
destiny, he should have been well contented to 
spend the remaindar of his life. Ilo was charmed 
by its ailuation on the brow of n:hill overlook» 
ing a valley, rich in evory fruit nid floway of 
that gonial climate, In the middle of the val 
ley he drank of tho fountain of the “Threo 
Friends,” 40 called from the different species of 
trees planted round tho apving by three holy 
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men, who thus celebrated the friendship which 
they entortained for ench other, and which they 
renewed by meeting at the fountain for many a 
year, though they had to travel from remote 
points of Phibet, ITindostan, and Persia, On one 
side, palm-trees formed an umbrageous grove, in 
which asthousand pilgrims might easily find 
coolness and repose, On another was a group 
of spreading onks, the only specimens of the 
kind to be met with through a vast tract of that 
country ; and on the third, the flowering Argh- 
wan put forth its red and yellow blossoms, im- 
pregnating the air with a delicious odour, “Ah!” 
said one of the natives to Kazim, who was ad- 
miring the beauty of the landscape, “when the 
Arghwan is in full flower, there is not a spot in 
all the world to be compared to the valley of 
Tstalif!’? And when Kazim, after entwining in 
Mangeli’s hair a rose-scented tulip, beheld her 
resting in the shade, answering by her rapturous 
smiles those by which cher infant already began 
to recognife its mother, he was disposed to 
think that the villager scarcely exaggerated the 
attractions of that happy valley, 7 
The toils of their journey were easily borne, 
so long as the travellers remained within 
VOL. 1 I 
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*he districl of Kabul, where the mountains 
avo so many mounds, with rich ynlea and 
wide lovel plains oxpmnding elweon them, 
on which hamlets are ,usually found dig. 
ported in tha most picturesqua irregularity, 
If Kazim were at any tinje doubtful of the way 
which he was pursuing, he was soldom long 
without being able to make inquiry at a cottage, 
or“fiein honters who crossed hia course in pur 
suit of the red decor and. the wild ass, or from 
fowlers in quoat of the game that abounds 
all along the banks of the river Barqn, the 
principal pass up the [lindukush, Ou onteoring 
this grand defile, he wag astonished at the size 
and number of the birds that rushed thither from 
all quartors. We observed that, during the 
night especially, the larger gama kept constantly 
flying low over the running water, ag its bright. 
ness afforded them a senso of security from the 
beaals of proy, which they Would have encoun+ 
torgd had they yomained giallonary on tho banks, 
Heye also he behold vast flights of the begla 
hevon, whose feathers eupply the pluntés which 
the Turkish and Peygion. warriors wear on their 
+ caps or in thoir turbang on state ocengions, 
* After quitting the Baran, Kazim and Mangeli 
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found themeelves emerging on a new world, in’ 
which the grasses, the trees, the wild snimals 
and birds, as well as the manners of the people, 
seemed to be altogether different from any thing 
of the kind they had over observed before, 
They now rarely met with running streams, ond 
had to mwke their way frequently over the dry 
channels of former rivers, But Kazim song 
covered, that whenever he was in want of water 
for himself and his horses, he had only to turn 
up a part of the bed, when the cavity was filled 
immediately with a limpid spring, After pur- 
suing their way for some days among the higher 
ridgos of the mountains, which were still covered 
partially with snow, the travellers arrived at the 
edge of an immonse sheet of water, that seemed, 
at the oxtreme distance, to mingle with thesky. 
The remote njountains, at cither sida, appeared 
completely inveited in the water, while those 
nenrer at hand looked in the tnajastic mirror as if 
thoy wero suspended botween earth and heaven. 
They afterwards leaned that this was tho cele- 
brated.Jako of Abistadeh, in which are collected 
all the waters that descend from the neighbour+ 
ing mountains, on the melting of the snows. As 
they gazed with wonder upon the vast expanse 
12 
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“hafore them, they beheld fram time to time Lie 
tween tho water and the azure ennopy above, a: 
ruddy blush, which, had it not been noon, might 
have been inken for the Aurora, stretching across 
tho horizon, ocensionally flashing and disappear 
ing like the lightning playing ovor the mountuin- 
tops. As the olond camo hearer, itt resolved 
itself into an innumerable flock of flumingocs 
whose red feathors sometimes plitteretl in the 
aun, and sometimea were hid again aa they 
waved thoir wings, or sonred, in thoir flight to- 
wards Cashmere, 

While Kazim and Mangeli wero atill nd 
miting the scenery that was sprond before 
thom, a young man called ont, from the 
mouth of a cave at which he atoud, inquiring 
whother it was their intention to cross the luke. 
Kazim roplied, that he had missed tho rord to 
Jellalabad, and asked if he could regain it by 
embarking on the Inko? Tho forryman roplied 
in the aMrmative ; and unmooring his raft, com 
posed of timbor supported on reods, which had 
béen hitherto concealed behind a gmall pro+ 
montory, he aksured tha travollers that they 
might expect, undor his guidance, a porfecily 
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safe passage both for themselves’ and their 
* horses. : ; 
The: raft being directed into the current, 
which flowed through the middle of the lake, 
was specdily borne along to the opposite shore, 
when Kazim, having rewarded the ferryman 
for his trouble, proceeded to the town he had 
mentioned. Hence they floated in o siniilar 
manner down the river to Peshawer ; and cross- 
ing the Indus at Attok, entered the kingdom 
of Lahore. A fow,days’ journey donducted tha 
travellers at length within vigw of the city of 
that name, whose lofty towers and domes, shin+ 
ing in the distance, and surrounded by build- 
ings extending over an immense space, realised, 
all the visions that had long haunted Kazim’s 
fancy, when he aitempted,-to picture in his 
mind the grandour of the capital in which the 
renowned Acbar then held his imperial court, 
But although Ng had now urived at the very 
gales of the paradise, so long the object of his 
thoughts and his dreams, Kazim ventured not 
to oxpress to Mangoli the fecling, bordering on 
despair, that succeeded the moinentary exulta- 
tion with which He viewed the accomplishmertt 
of his journey.. Tlis heart sunk within him, 
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na he beheld the numerous groups of 
peasantry, Who were on- their way to the 
enpitel with tho varied produce of their fields, 
rico, indigo, opium, poultry, end a thou- 
sand other articles; or retiuning from the ba- 
zaora, with the money or tho manufactures 
which thoy had reecived in exchange, ’ * These 
people,” he thought to himsolf, with a range of 
deep sadness, as he heard thom discoursing 
over their affnirs, “have their friends at La- 
hore, to whim thoy ropajy when thoy go 
thithor—thoy havg,their own cottages not far of; 
but wo onter the vast capital, without knowing 
a single individual of the countless popula- 
tion which i¢ contains—without possessing the 
means of judging where we are to find a home 
without kindredwithoul the hopo even of 
beholding a solitary countenance we had ever , 
secon before !” - 

These reflections becamestill moro painful, 
whon, on ontoring the city, Kazim looked at 
the apparontly ondloss rows of hougea, shops 
and bazaars, all atrangs to his cya, contatning 
not a creature who oxpectad his arrival, or 
sympathised in his fortunes. Of tho multitude 
of foreign faces that thronged the streets, in 
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all directions, to whom was ho to ‘look for that 
* patronage, without which he might eventually 
potish ? It was truo that the liberality of his 
Ferghanese frionds had supplied him with the 
present means of support; but when those 
meuns Were exhausted, ag they soon must be, 
in order“to provide for the wants of an increas 
ing family, whither could he-fly for assistance ? 
He had staked his fortunes upon a single cast 
of the dice; but whether ho lost or won, was a 
question still undecided, a 
The travellers, happy tgp escape from the 
tumult of tho streots, which frightened Man- 
geli excessively, rode into the yard of the first 
caravanserai that could afford thom accommo- . 
dation, Tere they remained for some days, 
until Kazim discovered a small‘ house in the 
guburbs, which he‘ was: enabled to hire at a 
moderate oxpence, With Mangeli’s experience 
aud aasistance, their humble. residenco waa 
apecdily supplicd with tho few articles of fur 
niture which their wants required, ‘This dono, 
Kazim had no further occupation for his time 
than wandering through the streets of Lahore, 
and exploring the temples and other public 
buildings, with which the capital abounded. 
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Ono day, as he was stonding in the court- 
yard of the’ palace amongst a crowd of apee~ 
tatora, gazing at a troop of cavalry, which 
were going through some ovolutions in pre 
sence of their commander, a group of officors, 
with heron plumes waving in thoir capa, and 
golden cuirnsses on their breasta, rodé rapidly 
into the square, and stopping before the en- 
trance into the palace formed a circle, as if 
waiting to escort somo person of distinction, 
whom they axgected from tha palace. 

In 0 fow minutes a noble-looking figure, 
descending the steps of the portico, onterad the 
circle, and movnting «@ caparisoned steed, which 
an attendant held thero by the rein, rode awny, 
followed by the officers, in the direction of tho 
gate of Agra, The individual thus splendidly 
escorted, was himself Greased in plain attiro, 
an‘ordinary turban, ond a ftock of coarse cloth, 
as if he wore bound on a Jong journey, “Ilo 
passed close to Kazim, who could hardly take 
his ayes off that palo but intelligent face, from 
the moment ho beheld ite. 

«Who can that person bo?” asketl Kazim, 
addressing one of those who, like himself, were 
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lounging in the square, lis question was an- 
swered by another :— 

What! live you in Lahore, and not know 
that he, of whom you speak, is the prime 
minister, Abul Tazeel ?” 

« Impossible !” said Kazim; “I have cer- 
tainly scen him before, but when or where, I 
cannot at this moment recollect,” 

“ Whether you have secn him or not, that 
is Abul Fazcel, and no other,” added the 
lounger, turning upon his heol ffom 2 stranger 
wht could be worth no further notice, secing 
that he did not know even the face of the prime 
minister. 

A company of drummers, who came from the 
interior of the palace, then taking their stations 
at the foot of the portjgo, gave the signal, bya 
treble peal, of the approach of the emperor ; 
upon which the square was immediately ov 
dered to Wo cleared. Kazim, whose curiosity 
wns excited to tho highest degree, to behold 
the hero of whom he had heard so much at 
Samareand, lingered™behind the crowd as long 
as he could, But the troopers forced them out 
through the gates, striking the people, who all 
seemed as curious a3 Kazim himself, with the 

ra. 
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handles of thelr spears, Kazim vecoived a ace 
yore blow on his head, which almost stunned 
him, as the gates were closed in his face, 

This was no very favourable omen, ho thought, 
as he walked dishenrtened homeward, for one 
who had como hither in pursuit of public em- 
ployment, There were, however, othar occupas 
tiona to which he hoped ho might apply him« 
self with advantago, The schools of Lahoro 
wore probably not all supplicd with masters of 
poctry or rhotoric. Ilo might tender them his 
services ag o lecturer in cither of those branches 
of education, or in mathematics, in which he 
avas equally skilful, But whilo ho resolved 
these projects in his mind, he could not dismiss 
from his wiemory the countenaneo of tho minis. 
ter, It seemed to his thought sometimes, when 
he questioned himself upon this point, as if he 
must have lived in some former world, where 
Faxcol had been of his most intimate and ‘es 
teamed acquaintance, So porfectly fiunilinr to 
him wore the lines of that fino forehend, and the 
expreasion of those pendirating eyo, that ho 
had ng doubt whatever of having scon them be- 
fore, and that, too, under *cireumstanees which 
had left. behind them feelings of tha most favour 
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able description, But he vexed his memory in 
vain to find out in it any traces of the prime 
minister of Acbar; for although he had often 
heard of the name of Abul Fazecel, it was cer 
tain that, so far as he knew, ho had never had 
the good fortune of meeting elsewhere with an 
individual so superior to himself in every re~ 
spect, 
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ONAPTER XIV. 


What soft, yot awful, dignity t 
What'moak, yot munly, graca t 
Whnt swootnoss daneca in his oye, 
And bloswous tn ils (aca, 
Croix Porn 


Kaztm postponed from day to dey his applica- 
tion for employment at any of the schools of 
the capital, until nt longth, seeing his store of 
wealth wearing gradually away, he found himself 
compelled to make a vigorous effort for Lhe 
future maintenance of his family. Je pro- 
ceeded, therofore, in the frat inalagee, to the 
principal colloge, where the sons. of-sovernl of 
the omrahs, and other noblomen,'ware eclucnted, 
and atated his, object, as well as his protensions, 
in the most modest manner, But avery office to 
which he aspired was alrehdy full; and even i? 
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that bad not been the case, he was told that his 
pronunciation of the Persian was provincial, and 
not sufficiently pure for the enpital. 

Undepressed by this disappointment, Kazim 
naxt prosonted himself to the governor of another 
college of the first rank, who looked upon him 
as a great deal too young for the functions of a 
master, When obliged to mention, in his own de 
fence, that he had passed through the university 
of Samareand, not without distinction, and that 
he had perused most of the works which: treated 
of the scionces, history, philosophy, and poetry, 
he was asked what books on divinity he had 
read, Ie confessed that he had given but a 
small portion of his time to that study, as very 
few of the compositions that met his eye upon 
that subjegi, seemed to him to giscuss it in a 
stlisfactory manner, Unfortunately for Kazim, 
the person whom he addressed had been a most 
voluminous author in the theological line; his 
dismissal followed, of course, without being 
sofiencd by the slightest appearance of cere- 
mony, 

Tt was not without much diMeulty, and many 
pangs of wounded pride, that Kazim, after these 
rabuils from the higher academical establish- 


182 sNOURMAHAL, 


ments, made up his mind to offer himself to one 
of the inferior grades, as a lecturer in the very 
rudiments of learning. is only fenr waa, that 
he should bo too rendily accepted, and thus 
fixed for lifo in a subordinate rank, from which 
he might never be promoted. But thoge, too, 
he found crowded in every department. By 
some his applications wore treated with a cold 
civility 5 by others he was sneered at asa Tar. 
tary—one of ‘the nation especially hated by the 
Hindoos, When in tho extremity of the misery 
which ho felt undor such ropoated failures, ho 
talked of his family, and throw out na intima- 
tion of hig apprehonsions for thair fate, if he 
could meet with no employmont, he was looked 
upon ag an intruder and an adventurer, without 
connexions or character, and was more than 
once advised to go back to tho wilds whonce he 
came, for thet thera wore too many already of 
Itis class in Lahore! en 

Whon returning: to Mangeli on these oc 
onsiois, after walking about the gapital the whole 
day to no purposo, the agoiy 6 lite mind waa 
overwhelming, The morning generally kindled 
a faint ray of hope in his breast; he knew not 
but that before night he might at longth suc« 
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cead in obtaining the object of his now humbled 
wishes,, But as the day advanced, and digap+ 
pointmont followed disappointment, that feeble 
light again vanished, leaving his mind in a state 
of utier despair, Eis power of thought seemed 
to have abandoned him sometimes altogether, 
He leant against the corner of a strect, and 
pressing his hand to his forehead, gazed wildly 
around him, as if he were in a dream, and knew 
not where he was or whither he was going. 
Often, overcome with fatigue, he could hardly 
trail one foot after another, as night after night 
he sought his home, with the same tale of mis- 
fortune, The point of sightin the prospect of his 
existence, which he thought he had found with 
so much certainty, when first he bent his way 
towards the Himalas, he now seemed to have 
invegovernbly lost, All was a droary waste be- 
fore him: the only relief of which his soul was 
susceptible, sprung from the unaltered affection 
of Mangeli, and tho amiles of delighted recog- 
nition with which he was always received by the 
cherub she Held out to kiss him on his arrival, 
As o last resort, Kazim procured a little ink- 
stand, and a few reeds, and having hired a 
stall in one of the principal streets, he sat there 
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under an dwning of conrse grass, and copied out 
gome of the poems which he had committed to 
memory, and also a few of his own stauzus, the 
compositions of happier days. ‘hese be was 
ennbled to sell fora few courios to students who 
passed by his stull to the colleges, But when, 
he found that his poems were laughed at 
by the erities of Lahore, by whom they ware 
designated, with nn insulting ambiguity, as the 
“ Deggar ballads,” he ceased to offer any more 
af his own compositions for sale, confning him- 
self té those which he could collect fiom other 
“sources, Ilis hand-writing, which was of the 
most clogant description, gradually obtained for 
him, however, more profitable employment 
among the merchants who resorted to the neigh- 
bouring bazaars, for whom ho drow up accounts, 
* and letters on matters of business, ‘Tho emolu- 
ment which he thus carmed was not much on 
the whole, but it was something to a frugal 
household; it dissipated tha dengo gloom that 
had for some timo shrouddd his intollact, and 
opened once more a prospeof;"though a fhint 
ong, of a favourable change in his fortune. 
Sometimes, persons of the lowest order egme 
tothe amanuonsis, requesting that he would pre- 
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pare petitions for them to the nobility and the 
courts of justice; and it was remarked by a 
muslin weaver, near whose shop his stall was 
situated, that trifling as the pittanco was which 
he received from these people, he always lis» 
tened to their instructions with cheerfulness, 
and exetuted them with zeal, Tis own mis- 
fortunes had touched his heart with sympathy’ 

«for the poor, whenever they solicited the aid of 
his penmanship. Nor were the many private 
histories of distress with which he had thus be- 
come acquainted, during the seven long years 
he was obliged to dedicate to his new profes- 
sion, without their effect upon his feclings. Te 
-learned from them, that however short of the 
visions of youth ‘his condition, had fallen, it was 
by no ‘means at the lowest degree on the scale 
of existenge. 

Tle waa not rich, if was true; but then he 
was feo from the anxiety which riches always 
bring, and especially from those imaginary suf- 
feiings, worse than real woes, that haunt the 
~mind when it, is disengaged from the pursuit of 
the actual necessaries of life. Io had not at- 
tained any portion of that celebrity, or a single 
step of that rank, amongst his fellow men, to 
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which somo years ago he liad looked forward 
with ao much ardour, But eclebrity created 
envy, ond rank only augmented ambition. 
Batter to remain in obscurity, than to bo spoken 
of and pointed at in tho circles of tho great na n 
Tartar advqnturor, on whom thoy would be de- 
lighted to impose oyory kind of mortification, 
He had fow acquaintances and no friends; but 
he possessed a well stored mind, whose aphero 
he extended according to his means, from day 
to day, which rendered him independant of so» 
ciety, In Mangoli, the light of his homo, and 
in his daughté¥ whom his noighbours familiarly 
called Mhor-ul-Nissa, “ tho sun of her sox,’ 
from her remarkably gracoful form and brilliant 
countenance, shining already with more than 
the beauty oven of hor mother, he had 9 fund of 
happiness in itaolf move precious than tho seeptra 
of nn empire, on 

Ono morning as Kazim was seated in hia atall, 
waiting for gny oustonier who might wish to 
eviplay his pon, a dervish nddrossed ‘him,-at the 
sathe time producing an anoint, manuscript, 
which he said he wished to havo copied ag 
speedily ns possible, as ha was to wait upon the 
prime-minister, Abul Tazeol, with both the copy 
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and the original, in a few days, » Tha composi 
tion was of some length, and upon looking over 
it, Kazim found that it related to the geography 
of Bengal. 

“You muat be aware,” snid the deesiah “ that 
Abul Fazeel has only just retunegyto Lahore, 
vafter ansabgence of several years, which he has 
spent in travelling through the provinces of the 
empire, with a view to ascertain and place on 

«record the nature of the soil, the produce, the 
climate, the manufactures, and the population, 
by which they are individually distinguished, 
From the continuation of the di¥il war which 
prevails in Bongnl, he has not beon able to tra~ 

» verse that magnificent region, Tere is a full and 
a verry accurate survoy of that country, made a 
century ago, by a learned Arabian; it is, hows 
ever, much soiled, and I fear, in some parts, 
illegible, Copy it in the best manner you can, 
and hero will be your. reward,” putting into 
Kazim's hand a gold rupec.s * 

“In a fow days the copy was complete, and 
the dervish tqok it away, thanking Kazim for the 
clogance and accuracy with which the trangeript 
was executed, On presenting the original rall 
to Fazeel, the dervish also unfolded the copy be- 
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fore the mjnister, which he looked ovor for aome 
time, with the most intanse intorest, 

t This is, indeed,” said the minister, a most 
valuable document—n master-pieco in every ro~ 
aspect. ‘Tho details are eleur, and anficiently 
ample for my purposa, But this hand-wiiting I 
havo seen beforo—it must be that ofa young 
man in whose fortunes I once falt nv lively ins 
terest, but of whom I have never heard since 
that fatal expedition to”—— 

Tlere Favecl checked himself, as if he felt 
that ho had already gono farther than he in 
tonded. i ; 

“To Arjun,” added the dervish, 1 waa 
there too; you have heard Achar, doubtless, - 
spoak of a poor dervish, who resided in the 
garden hut near Karaman ’—~—— 

“And snyed his lifel—and ows! Lixeellent 
man~—we never can suliciently thank you !— 
You must come with mo to tho emperor,” 

“ No—my habitywould iH bofit the court of 
Acbar. Protect Kazim Ayns—~I seek no fir 
thor roward,”” . 

“Ah! this is indeed ‘his hand. Bring the 
young man to ime instantly. The emporor will, 
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Tam swe, be delighted to advance the fortunes 
of our former companion in adversity.” 

Tho dorvish returned without delay to tho stall, 
whero he fotnd ‘Kazim, as usual, industridusly 
employed. 

I bear good tidings, young ma,” said he, 
his features glistening with heartfelt pleasure ;— 
“ Shut up your stall, and come with me just as 
you are,” 

Kazim, trembling with joy, did as he was 
dasired, and as they proceeded to the palace the 
words, “ To Ilindostan, I say, when the snows 
ate gone!” which he had for some time forgot- 
ten as a mere delusion of the fancy, now re- 
turned to his memory in a flood of light. Were 
they, then, the whisper of avision, or was this 
the dervish who pronounced them ? 

On arriving at the palace, his companion, 
who in a decided, theugh friendly tone, stipu- 
lnted that no enquiries should be made, as to 
himsclf, led Kazim into a spacious gallery that 
overlooked the royal gardons. As there was a 
crowd of coyrtiers waiting to seo tho ministor, 
the dervish directed Kazim’s attention, while 
they were waiting for their turn to be called, to 
the stately trees and founteins with which the 
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gerdons were ornamented, Prosently the sound 
of a musquet, and the smoke with which the 
oxplosion was accompanied, ut the lower end of 
the gardens, excited Kavim’s surpriie., Ie had 
never seen arms of that description before, The 
dervish explained the nature of the instru« 
ment, whilo tho sounds were agein and again 
repented, each explosion being followed by a 
shout of laughter from a group of young men, 
who appeared to be amusing thamselves by 
firing at a target, 

“ Tt ia 8 favourite sport of the prince Selim,” 
snid the dorvish.—-“ See—here ho comes, with 
his companions.” 

« What a very handsome person,” observed 
Kazim; “ I should at onea have known him for 
a prince !” 

“ Handsome he undoubtedly is,” rejoined the 
dervish; “ rather too mugh so for the heir of 

,Suich an extensive empire, which «will demnnd 
more vigowt, both of mind and Ymb, than T few 
he will qvar exhibit.” 43 ‘ 

While the dervish wns still apenking, the 
prince and his friends ascended from the gardens 
by the marble steps which led to the gallery, 

“Tt js said," whispered the dervish to Kazim} 
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after they pasgod, ‘ that the prince is already 
well acquainted with the fascinations of the 
wine-cup ; nevertheless, although he is nearly 
thhty years of age, he does not, as you sec, 
look five-and-twenty.” 

The crowds, in tho ante-rooms, having at 
length sqnsibly diminished, the dervish and Ka- 
zim were directed to attend the minister, They 
found him in a splendidly decorated apart- 
mont, seatéd on o divan, with a large bundle of 
papers in his hand, from which he raised his 
eyos but for a nioment, while ho glanced at 
Kazim, 

“Show that young man,” said the minister 
to an attendant, “ into my writing room, and 
give him those papers, which ho must sot about 
copying instantly,”” 

Kazim was too much abashed by the novelty 
of his situation, to notice the features of the 
minister—though it struck him that the voice 
which he had just head, was not*altogether 
strange to his care Tho dervish, pressing his 
hand warmly, resigned him to the caro of the 
atlondant, by whom he was conducted to an 
inney apartmont, the floor of which was covered 
with papers, scattered about in all directions, 
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A spot having been clenred for his use, und 
writing implements having been placed batove 
him, he waa left alone to pursue the Inbours 
which had been agsignad him, 

The minister again addressed the good de 
vis) and entrented him 40 remain until the 
emperor, Who was then at mid-day megl, should 
be disengaged, But, he said, that having at 
fongth sneceeded in placing in the enreer of 
famo and fortune, one that would prove emi- 
nently worthy of both, he could not postpone 
his dgpariure for Cashmore, whither he was 
bound on a pilgrimage. Fazcel could not even 
persuade him to accept an onyx ring, which ho 
took off his finger, and receiving the blessing of 
the holy man, suffered him, with the greatest 
reluctance, to set out upon his journey, 

Kazim scareely knew how many hours he 
had been in his new office, when his attention 
was interrupted by the sound of steps. Tn 
mediately “a door behind him, which he had 
not bofore, perceived, opened, and Faaeel, with 
another person, clothed in a woven dress of 
silk and gold, hound at the waist by a zone of 
diamonds and rubics, stood bofora Kazim, 
amiling, as-if they were amused by the altitude 
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of astonishment which he naturally assumed, 
IIe rose on his fect, looked first at one, then at 
the other, while the reed with which he had 
been writing fell from his hand, unnoticed on 
the floor, and his faco was mantled in blushes. 

“Tt must bo Suleiman and Baba Seirami;” 
at length exclaimed Kazim, . 

“Whom you now behold as Achar and bis 
minister Abul Fazeel,” said, the emperor, em- 
bracing the young man with tokens of thtn, 
most lively pleasure, Kazim would havo made 
his obeisance in the ordinary form, byt this 
Acbar would not permit. 

“No—no, no caemony to-day. We are 
both catemely happy, to find that you have at 
last made your way to Tindostan, where you 
may count upon my invariable fiiondship.” 

“ Aud Mangeli, too,” said Iazcel ; ‘* has she 
also come with you? Doubtless as “beautiful 
aa ever!” 

Kazim, overcome with emotion, knew seareely 
how to roply to tho‘numerous questions which 
the emperor and the ministor then put to him 
rapidly ono affer another, Ile made no secret 
of any part of his story, disclosing the leading 
circumstances of his life, as they had oceurred 

VOU, Ke K 
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since ho had ast seen thom, Acbar kindly ox~ 
pressed his concern, that Kazim had not availed 
himself of the instructions, ospevinlly addressed 
to him in tho letter which Fuzeel had sent 
from Kearaman. Kazim, in explination, re+ 
plied, that tho letter duly reached the camp, 
but that aa it had been unfortunatgly worn 
into frgments, he Was prevented frome becom 
ing acquainted with the emperor's generous in 
téntiong in his behalf, 

* Well ! well!” observed the sovareign, “ we 
nwuat now cudeavour to repair the time you 
have lost. Fazeel will appoint you ono of his 
principal scerctaries, and I hope often, to gee 
you, that we may talk over our edventuros in 
Arjun.” 

“ With respect to which, however,” added 
Fazecl, as Achar retired by the door at which 
ho had entered, “ it will bo necessary for you 
to be silent to all other porgons. That oxpocdi« 
tion was, as you know, & most unfortunate aflair 
in evory respect; one of those sudden.and irresiat- 
ible resolutions, which the emperor's extraordin- 
ary gonius for war somatimes acté upon, without 
tho-requisite deliberation, He hnd nearly lost 
Hindostan, while endeavouring by rapid move- 
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ments and surprises, to break up a confederacy 
that had beon preparing in the north, the object 
of which was to pour down troops into the then 
rebelliotis provinces of Cashmere and Lahore. 
‘Tho adoption of the name of Suleiman, who yas 
actually one of the chieftains engaged in the 
conspiravy, was one of thoge stratagems which 
havo sometimed*served him successfully in lien 
of an army, although upon that occasion we 
were indecd any thing but fortunate. It was 
well that we were enabled even to make good 
our escape to Lahore, where, however, order 
has since been in a grdat measure restored.” 

Kazim lisiened to Fazeel with the deepest 
interest, rejoicing inwardly in the delight which 
he should fecl in imparting to Mangeli the 
sudden alteration that had taken place in thei 
fortunes, 
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But soft {what heavenly shape appears, 
Shodding palo duntre fike (ho moon t 

Somo angel's form tho yision wars 5 
Swoot maid { that angel form's thy awn 


Sap 


‘Tor papers which Vazeel intrasted to Kazim, 
for tho purpose of being duly wiinged and 
copied, were necessarily of great extent, as they 
embraced copious reports wpon dhe xetual colt 
eiition | af almost overy ono of the twenty-two 
‘provinces, then comiposing the émpira, of Tudin, 
Tt became the busjness of: the ‘ew secretary, 
not only to tranior ings voluminous mags with 
his own *hand, but to digest it in a methadical 
order, to divide it into sections, and rendex tho 
whole easily accessible by a summary of his 
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own, which would enable the minister to refer 
at once to any passages it might be necessary 
for hin! to peruse in detail, ‘The duty was one 
that employed Kazim very closely for three 
or four years; it enabled Jim to become fitr- 
fectly sqequainted with the whole resources of 
Acbar’s dominions, » 

The accurate knowledge which Kazim thus 
acquired, with reference to the state of the 
provinces, he had great facility in making 
available, whenever he was consulted upon 
the numerous memorials and reports peri- 
odically sent up from those districts to La~ 
hore. No decrees were issued, with respect to 
the grievances of difficulties of which they com- 
plained, without the co-operation of Kazim, who 
usually prepared the first “draughts of the ne- 
cessetry ordinanées for tho minister, ‘Thus he 
proceeded, atop by stop, to render hig abilities 
and varied information ominently usoful in the 
most important department of government, Ilis 
suggestions were uniformly remarkable for their 
yoo sense, * their humanity, and, @bove all, 

thoir tendency towards the establishment of the 
administration of justice upon a basis at once 
pure and economical. 
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Although tho fortunes of Kuzim wero now go 
vastly improved, as compared with that portion 
of his life which he had spent in his stull, 
he never forgot those who employed him at 
thé time. Many he advanced to offices, that 
enabled them to nequite a decent competency 3 
to others he gave occupation upon estates, bo- 
stgwed upon him by the emperor; while, for 
thoso who were of a military disposition, he 
obtained appointinents in the armies, kept up 
by Achar on a seale requisite to meet tho 
numerous insurrections that almost vontine 
ally broko out in one quarter or another of 
India. 

When tha emperor removed his court to 
Agra, which he named as the metyppolis of 
his empire, he, af the same time, consli- 
tuted Kazim his high trensurer, and assigned 
him a splondid residence at a short distunee 
from tho palace, on the banke of tho Jumna. 
The fppointmerit gave gradt sntiefaction to the 
pooplo, amongst whom the new minister was 
universally beloved for his inflexible impar- 
tality; his entire freedom from that taint of 
corruption which hnd hitherto sullied many of 
the most important public stations; and espe~ 
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cially for that modest and engaging demennour, 
which he still preserved unchanged from what 
it was before his elovation. ‘The power he 
thus, derived, from one of the first dignitios 
the sovereign could ‘bestow, afforded himaop- 
portunities of which he fully availed himself, 
in ordér to advaneg the interests of science, 
literature, and the fine arts. He invited to 
Agra those men who had most distinguished 
themselves throughout the country for their in- 
tellectual accomplishments, and their skill in 
architecture, sculpture, painting, and music. 
Tig house was the resort, not only of the chief 
officers attached to the court, but also of poets, 
historians, andseminent men of every class, to 
whom hg felt it a‘sacred duty to show tho/tnost 
cordial marks of hig attentton. 

To was wonderful with what eagamess the 
manuseripts, which Kazim had written in, hig 
stall, wore ndw bought up’dn every side, 
The “ Boggar Ballads,” which hed formerly 
drawn down tho ridicule of the critics of Lahore, 
were henceforth looked upon as so many gems, 
for which precious stones of enormous price 
were gladly exchanged, by those who wished to 
pay their court to the minister. He, who well 


200 NOURMATAL. 


knew the value of his own prodactions, mid wes 
conscious. that whatever bis fiealdies ware for 
the cultivation of seience aud philosophy, they 
were never destined to shine in the temple of 
tho muses, accepted all the incense of these 
paneyyrists for just aa much ag it wos worth, 
Tt did not prevent him from iewarding real 
merit, even where he found it accompanied by 
such filsome adulation; but, on the other hand, 
he listened with silent indiflerenee ty the com- 
pliments of those who hoped that mere tlttery 
would componsate for their want of worth, ‘The 
inciints of his life wero made themes of etlogy 
and ‘emulation in the very schools which had 
shut their doors upon him at Aahore; and the 


origin of the “adventurer,” as he yas culled 


some yous ago, was now traced buck to the 
same sources which had given. the reiguing 
dyyasty tv Tlindostan ! 

Kazim would ‘have beou mage or less than 
mau, if his bronst were wholly free from emotions 
of “judt pride, when hé, who on his first arvival 
in that country, adareely know whére he might 
yest bis head, now beheld his halls thronged 
with guests of the most elovuted rank, includ- 
ing, occasionally, the Emperor, often the Prinee 
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Selim, the Omrahs,” the governors of the pro- 

vinees, the puincipal warriors, and the heads ot 

evory“department of the government, Never- 

theless, he confessed to Mangeli, and she knew » 
his acknowledgment to be iruc, that his hap- 

piest moments weve those which he spent in 

his private calvinel, assisting in the education of 

their beloved daughter, upon whose gréwing 

charms thoy gazed with new delight, from day 

to day. 

‘The figure of Mher-Ul-Nissa, which, from 
its earliest developoment, seemed to have been 
chiselled by the hand of the. statuary, as- 
sumed a more radiant loveliness, as she" ap- 
proached the ygars of maturity, Ter hair, of a 
light golden hue, hung ta the knée, when she~ 
untied the fillet that held it together. Ter 
liquid blue eyes, if fired by no emotion, shone 
serenely, like the full ovb of the moon, through 
the long darkglashes by which they were sur 
rounded, But the lightest smile animated their 
lustre, diffusing over her finely pencilled Brows a 
beguiling expression, in which, howeyer, playful 
ness was always mingled with a peculiar dignity, 
An oval cheek, with a scarcely perceptible 
shade of brown, which bocame ruby with every 

K 6 : 
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strong impulgo of her mind, a mouth exquisitely 
formed, a bosom that seemed to eontnin to 
white roge-buds of Cashmere, just boli they 
begin to blow, and delicately tapered limbs 
"that awakened life and light around them 
wherever they moved, gave matchless splen+ 
dour to her bennty. ¢ 
Iler varied accomplishments were in every 
way worthy of the oxternal graces with which 
sho was endowed, ‘Tho arts of embroidery and 
“painting, for which she evinced an carly predi- 
lection, afforded an elegant occupation lo the 
hours not absorbed in more intellectual pursuits, 
She inhorited her father’s taste for fine litera. 
ture; and was intimately conyersant with the 
heat productions of Porsia and Arabia, She 
was initiated in the science of music by the 
fivst masters, whose lessons, she improved into 
inspirations, by the inventive powers which she 
exhibited, whenovor, she touchad tho mandolin 
or lute, Hor voice was remarkable for its, 
melody, but still more so for the enthusinstic 
tonos which itt sometimes poured forth, as if 
her goul, borne away by a sudden flood of feel. 
ing, emulated the strains of some world superior 
to her own. ‘When she danced, she looked an 
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aerial being, as she moved over the floor, which 
she scarcely seemed to touch. To these ac- 

; compiffa iments she added a point of character 
more endearing than them all, a passionate ats 
tachment to those excellent parents, Lo whose’ 
‘affection she was in @ gront moasure indebted 
for the mnviable blessings she enjoyed. 

Kazim, with diffeully, vesirained himself 
from giving expression to the pleasure which he 
exparfenced on every occasion, when Mher-ul- 
Nissa, preceded by Mangeli, and followed by" 
her Circassian attendants, appeared before his 
guests, As the imperial court never adhered to 
the strict rules of the Koran, which prohibit 
women from mingling in the company of men, 
it was usual to introduce the ladies into the 
banqueting-room as soon as the wine, which 
also refused ut Agra to acknowledge the law of 
the prophet, was succeeded by coffea,. Upon 
such occasions, however, the Indies wera uni- 
formly veiled, unless tho circle of visitors con- 
sisted exclusively of near relatives, or very inti- 
mate friendy. It may be doubted whether that 
appendage to the dress did not tend rather t 
increase the curiosity and heighten the admira- 
tion of the guest, when he beheld through it the 
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blush of theseheck and Ute sparkle of the eye, 
little, if at all, dinuned by the worsen clad 
behind which they were suppose ta ha. cous 
coaled, Guerlain it is, Chat Kui seldom anve 
‘a banguet which was not followed the next day 
by boundless compliments upon the beauty of 
his danghter, and hy earnest: enquiries 8 to dhe 
name of the foitanate nobleman for whom she 
wns destined. ‘These questions, sometimes 
thrown out in an indirect: manner, sometmes 
“pointed in a way difficult to be encountered, he 
generally succeeded in ovading on the growed 
of her youth, aud hee being his only child. But 
the time was already approaching when he 
found that it would become his duty, however 
reluctantly, to make up his mind on a matter so 
essentially connceted with the happiness of her 
future life, 

Amongst those of his guests whom Kezin, 
from the commencement of their aequuintiance, 
admitted to his bosom friendahip, waa Shorg, 
Afkun, o Tureomanian ehiefiam, who wus alga 
held in great esteem by the empere. Ifis uri- 
ginal nume was Asta Jillo; but shoving, by his 
great personal strength, in whiell he was alto 
gether unrivalled, slain a tion, afer a severe 
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contest with the animal, he was theneecforth 
designated Shere Afkun, or the overthrower of 
the fon, from that clveumstance, Tle had 
already distinguished himself by the side of 
his imperial master, in many a hard-fought 
field. lis fidelity hed been tried mero than 
onee, hy the most brilliant offers on the par: 
of those discontented noblemen, who treated 
Acbar as an usurper, and did every thing in 
their power to foment insurrection throughout 
the empire, Not only wealth without limit, but 
the sceptre of IlindoSian was suggested as u 
temptation to the ambition of Afkun, if he 
would desert the standard to which he had 
sworn allegianeg, Ilis ancestors, however, hind 
alwaya been attached to the Mogul dynasty ; 
he had pledged himself to it by the “ grent 
oath,” and as he was a man of a truly upright 
niind and.» unblemished honor, who would 
svoner give up his life than violate a promise, 
jie spurned all these seductions with a proud 
judipnation, whieh eveated for him, in the re- 
hellious proginces, numerous eneniies. 

But to their hostility Afkun paid little re- 
gard. Firm in his own purity of feeling, ele~ 
vated by the noblest sentiments, far above the 
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sordid crowd, whe were shaken in their alles 
gianeo by every rumour of civil war with whieh 
the capital was inundated, aud marked opt hy 
the well-meriled favour of Achar, as one of the 
»principal officers of tho empire, he pursued the 
path of his duty with 1 steadiness of determina. 
tion, that proved the sincerity of his characte, 
Ile was a remarkably tine looking young mun, 
frank and engaging in his manners, nnd of con 
siderable intelligence, considering that’ from 
tho moment ho was able fo wield a sabre, his 
life had been chiefly apént in campa During 
the few hours which Kazim had the opportunity 
of devoting to out-door recreation, Afkun wos 
generally his companion. They rode together 
into the country, or walked in the gardens be- 
hind Kazim’a residence, convorsing, without 
reserve on cithemside, upon affairs of state, or 
upon subjects of a religions or philoyophicul 
kind, for which ‘Atkun, unlike most of his 
countrymen, had a decided turn. 

Sometimes it happonad, thatin the course of 
their walks in thoso charming retrouts, they 
would obseryo Mangeli and Mbor-ul-Nisaa 
watering a flowet-bed, or gathering fruit, or 
working at embroidery, beneath the shade of a 
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favourite plane-lree. Kazim was always de- 
lighted to join the iwo dearest olijects of hig af- 
fection, and he felt no disposition to prevent Af 
kun from following his example, The prosence 
of the young Turcomanian necessarily imposed” 
some restraint upon the demeanour of Mher- 
ul-Nissa. . Her eyes wete then fixed with more 
than usual earnestness upon her tambour frame ; 
her fingers seemed to be animated with more 
than their ordinary grace, while they were ra- 
pidly stewing roses wherever her fancy directed. 
If those cyes sometimes glanced at the chieftain 
when he addressed his conversation to her 
mother, it was an accidental circumstance—the 
result of natural curiosity, to ascertain what the 
stranger looked like. But when it happened 
that once or twice they directly flashed against’ 
his own, and the conflict heightened the blush 
of henltl upon her cheek, and unrecountably 
impeded the current of his speech, he began to 
think that he would prefor the shade in which 
ho gat, aven to the unearthly bowers promised 
by the founder of his religion. 

Mangeli was the first to warn Kazim of the 
consequences of these visits, unless he had 
alrendy determined on the line of conduct 
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which le should adopt, in caso Afkim should 
demand the huul of hia daughte. ‘There was 
nothing in such a connexion to whieh cither 
parent could discover any objection, On the 
contrary, should the matter dun aut ite thal 
way, they were fully disposed to believe uhat it 
eoukl only result in the happiness of both 
patics. ‘The Turcomunian was a nobleman of 
distinguished hirth, end ample possessions; he 
was deservedly estoomed py the umpordr, who 
had signified his intention of appointing Afkan 
to the government of the first provines which 
shpald become vacant MhorUl-Nisea was in 
every reapect suited to the exalted station to 
whicheguch a union would raise her, and although 
there were thoso who whispered into her cur, 
that she might, if sho wore ambitious, look for 
ward to a rank still higher-—the first in the 
empire, when Selim should suecved to Lhe 
throne ; neverthgleg® the thoughtful parents jut 
feptly agvedd thal that was 0 wild dream, which 
she ought not to entertain {Orb momont, wid 
which, if it could be realized, would ledd ouly to 
her unhappiness, perhaps her ruin, 

When the maid was questioned playfully by, 
her mothor, us to the attentions of tho prince 
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Solim, which rumour had alveady invented or 
exaggerated, she could really find nothing in 
them. They were no mére than he had paid to 
a thousand others, When, after dining with 
Kazim, he was hoated with wine, it appeared 
that ho always wailed to see the ladies, and 
fixed hi$ eyes incessantly gn Mhor-Ul-Nissa, to 
whom he had “once presented a bouquet of 
variegated flowers, which, translated into Ian- 
guage, imported thaghe was her slave, or some~ 
thing to that effect. , But it was well known 
that his attachments wore as transitory as they 
were violent, and that, although his station al- 
lowed him already to have soveral wives, he 
scemed to treat rem all with equal indifference, 
Tt was seorecly to be expected, that the heir 
apparent of the empire of Ttindostan could ever 
fix his affections upon a single object, and that 
was in itseli’ an objection with MherUl«Nissa, 
as wall as with Mangelifof.“an irremovable 
ohnractar, ’ 

Perhaps if the secret wishes of the daughter 
wero revenledl to the mother, it might have been 
discovered that the former had been more flat~ 

,tered by the bouquet presented to her by Selim, 
than she chose to acknowledge even to herself. 
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Tt woe the first gift of the kind sho had ever 
received; it was the emiicst token of homage 
from the lordly sex, Chat hind been laid at hor 
fect. Tf,in tha viaions that then bogrn to in- 
torrupt the sweet sleep to which sho had boon 
previously accustomed, the image of the prince 
more than: once appenred,—inviting h&r to sit 
heside hin, ou tha thrana of tha most splen- 
did empire in the world,—it wna still np mora 
than a delusion of the night, though it left a 
feverish train of thought behind it, that toa often 
reeurred to her daring the gentle occupations 
of the sneceoding day, 
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CHAPTER XV 


A viowless bow directs the dat; 
T feel, yet know not whence the smart. 
No outward sear tPaight reveals 
‘Tho wound my stiuggling bosom fools, 
Prasian Porat, 


Tux death of the subah of Cashmere at length 
enabled Acbar to confer upon Afkun the com- 
mand of that important province. The moment 
the chieftain, received his nomination, he said 
that he had another favour to ask from his 
sovereign, which, if it were granted, would 
rondor his felicity indeed complete. Ie then 
mentioned the feelings which he entertained 
towards the*daughter of his majesty’s high 
treasurer, and enireated the exertion of Acbar’s 
dnfluence in that quarter, which could hardly 
fail to be successful, ‘The emperor readily ac- 
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“wded to the solicitutions of Afkun, and gent 
for Kim, to whom he opeued the subject, os 
one deserving inmedihte consideration. It was 
not, af oure, proposed, he said, tint any extra 
ordinary expedition shauld be adapted, with ye 
ference to the union, of dhe purties ; the more 
especinlly as (ho anquiot state of Cinlimere de- 
manded the presence of the new governar there 
without delay, But if'no previous engagement 
or difficulty interposed, the preliminary core 
monies of batrathing mighé take place, helore the 
departure of Afkun, Kazim frankly confased 
th&, the proposition aftorded him the highest 
gratification, as it wag well kuown (hat he had 
long entortained towards that young nobleman 
the most unaffected esteem, “But ho hoped that, 
however unusual it was fry Uindortan tu consult 
the party who waa, perhaps, the moal intefested 
on such an occasion, ho might bé permifted to 
vefor Afkun to Mher-Ul-Nisan herself, far an 
anawer, In the moan Lime, he proceaded to cont 
munieate to his family the results of his inter 
view with the emperor, F 

The intelligenes which her fathor brought 
fell upon the ear of Mher-Ul-Nissa liko a than 
derbolt, ft had never occurred to her before 
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that at any ‘time of her life she should be under 
the uecossily of abandoning her paternal home, 
Iu the first emotions of Her breast, she clasped 
her arms round her mother, and wept upon her 
bosom, as if the greatest calamity that could 
happen hud befallen hey, on that fatal morning. 
The thotglets of becoming the wife of Afkun, 
of removing with him to ‘the distant province of 
Cashmere,—of being exiled from her parents,— 
from Agra, whose splendour had powerful fas- 
cinations for her mind, habituated as she had 
been to the luxuries of that metropolis,—and 
(perhaps, above all) tho extinction of that sifall 
ray of hope, which she cultivated with a fond 
doyotion in seeres, derived from the bouquet of 
the prince !—thvew her into d state of depression 
and grief, little suited’ to an occasion that ré- 
quirdd from hor feelings of a very different de- 
scription, 

Nothing could have been more remote from 
Kazim’s intentions, than a piessure of the 
slightest possible degree upon the wishes of his 
daughter, Woe fancied that he had, more than 
once, observed an expression of no ordinary 
pleasure in her eduntenance, whenever he an- 
nounced that Afkun wes to share theig private 
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tunily dinner. Neither could she deny, that 
the young Turcomanian had often walkod with 
her alone in the garddn ; that she played on her 
lute, and sang for him; and that ahe listened 
with o lively attention to Uie deacription which 
he gave her of the peculiar enstoms of his 
country, and of the battles in which he Gnd been 
engaged, But when she was reminded of all 
these indications of a fivourable fovling, on her 
part, as well as of the many ciregmatances 

which, on his side, also, gave proof of the de- 
cided preference he cutertained for har sociaty, 
shé roplied that thre was nothing in-all that of 
the kind of sacred fecling which ought to bind 
tivo hearts togethor,—that feng, for instance, 
which she beheld exemplified in tho daily inter. 

course of hor beloved pnrents, She was tuld, 

indeed, thet such a sentiment ns that, identify. 
ing two porsons so completely a8 19 cause every 
thought and hope to flow in the ane channel, 
could only be the result of years, But she 
could not bo parsuaded that there was nol. goma 
ardent and overwhelming impulserof the heart, 
which made up for the want of timo, nnd con 
verted a moment of genuine omotion into an 
eternity of love, She had read of such a pns- 
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sion in the verses of Binai, who sang them to 
his own enchanting music. The poct Abili, 
algo, though Ho could ngither read nor write, 
had well expressed what she meant. , 

Kazim looked upon his daughter with deep 
auxicly, while sho spoke in this style, of feel- 
ings which he supposed she had hardly'as yet 
known (fork experience, But the emphasis of 
her expressions—the rapture that glowed in her 
counteyance, while she opened her heart thus 
innocently to her parent, ‘excited in his mind 
nu strong apprehension that Mher-U]-Nissa 
had already engaged her affections to another, 
Sho assured him, however, that such was by no 
means the case, and that she only repeated 
what she had rd&d in the compositions he had 
himself placed before hor, As a decisive proof 
of her sincerity upon this point, she satd that 
she had no objection whatever to receive Afkun, 
whoin she much esteemed; but whether or not 
she could ever know any higher feeling in his 
regard, would entjrely depond on circumstances, 
Kazim kissed his daughter for her compliance 
with his destfo, that, at all events, the advances 
of his young friend should be treated with the 
ulmoat dolicacy and respect, 
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Aflam, rejuieing in the permisnon that wns 
accorded to him, presented himself the next 
morning to Mangeliy who told him that he 
would find her daughter fecding 1 whale tribe 
of gazelles in the gaeden, ‘The chieftain, to 
whom fear Jied never been known, urenrbled 
from head to foot, as he proceeded towards 
the apot where the animals were ‘asombled, 
Mher-Ul-Nissa, who had not expected him 


so su0n, was ueenpied in examining the oot of 


one of her favourites, which had been lamad for 
sume time, ‘The Lenutifal eyen of the gazelle 
wore looking into hers, as if to expreaa all the 
giatitude which it felt for hew attentions, while 
she spoke to it in that soft tune of affection, 
which falls-upon a lover's hear’ like the gentle 


rain from henven on the flowers, in the season of 


their opening, 

“Go your way, Jilali; you willaoon be well 
now, Your protly foot is almost na strong aa 
ever, But mind, you must not scramble up the 
tees, and then leap down again upon the earth, 
ng you did when you nonily killed youself the 
other day. Go your way, Liilolts and now, 
where is my gay Pexzut” asked Mher-Tl 
Nissa, turning round, when the whole troop, to 
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her surprise, scampercd away to the lower part 
of the garden, 

“TI fear I have disturbed your gazelles, 
Mher-Ul-Nissa,” said Afkun, approaching 
her, 

“ They are very wild and shy of strangers.” 

“ Thoy axe the most benutiful animals of the 
kind I have#sean; they must be happy too, 
since they are the objects of your care.” 

“| Mope they know what happiness is; grate- 
ful I am sure they are for the little attention I 

. have been able to show*them.” 

“ They must have intelligence and affection, 
if we believe the cloquence of their eyes, and all 
that the poets have sung in their praise.” . 

“At all events they cannot decvive; they 
know not how to flatter,” 

“Thoge are the acts of courtiers, Mher-Ul- 
Nisen; you avi] goon find’ that out, if you re- 
main much longer in Agra.” 

“Those wild gavzelles! they will trample 
down all my fl@wers. Tilali! ilali! come 
hither; os ugual, you are the leader in every 
kind of mischief!” 

Mher-Ul-Nissa, while she thus called to 

Vou. 1 L 
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the animals, which were frisking about among 
her yellow roses like mad erentures, hngtened 
along an avenue off palms, acgompaniad by 
Afkun, who assisted hor to collect the guzelles 
together, until a slave appronching, relieved 
them from further auxioty, by calling the flock 
away. re 

«Tho omperor, resumed Atlan, loading hia 
{air companion to v green bauk, on which he 
entreated her to sit down; “has honoured me, 
ag perhaps you may have alrondy head, by 
giving mo the vice-roywity of Coshmera,” 

An honourable appointment; 1 congratulate 
you sincerely.” 

“As now disturbances tive broken out, 
whjch denfand my presence there, I am ordered 
to quit Agra to-morrow,” 

« So soon!” 

“Such are the emperor’s commands; I shall 
leave the enpital with regrot; I did hope that 
my duties might have pernitigd me to onjoy 
the society of your family Sorhowhnt longer. 
Phe attentions which Uhave unifopmly received, 
1 may say from every member of it, shall ever 
hold a place in my heart,” 
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« My father will miss you in his rides, and 
in those evening walks which you used so often 
to take together in these Zroves,” 

“Ah! that you would say as much, Mher- 
Ul-Nisse, for another, whose kind remembrance 
of mo cecasionally would be atill more valaaiile 
in my oyase” 

“ Doubtless, we shall all think of one whom 
my father so much esteems,” 

“1 “thank you, from my soul, for these 
words; I know not the man who is so much to 
be envied os Kazim Ayas! What a happiness, 
above all price, for him, occupied as he is 
during the greater portion of his time, in 
matters of the highdst importance, to be able to 
fly from the cares of state, as I haye often seen 
him do, to these delightful shades; certain of 
meeting in his family those genial affections 
which af oncd relax the mind, and attemper it 
for the renewal of its noblest efforts !” 

* Te deserves every thing, from us!” said 
Mhev-Ul-Nissa, Mer affection melting as she 
spoke, into toprs, which Stood suspended on her 
cheeks like pearls of dew on the rose. 

« Would that [ wore enabled to look forward 

L2 
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to felicity such na his!” added Afkun, taking 
Mher-Ul-Nissn’s hand, whieh she did not draw 
away. “ You must dorgive me, bot 1 find it 
impossible to svt ont from Agra without co 
feasing the spoll that is on my heart, Could [ 
have been so often seated by you, listening to 
your Voico—your mandulin—and haveobserved 
the affeetionnta attentions which you shew, 
upon all occasions, to your admirable parents, 
without feeling n dasire, that you werd to me 
as Mangeli is to Kazim Ayns ?” 

Mher-U1-Nigan was silont, The toars, whieh 
she now endeavoured to hide, still coursed each 
other down hor cheek, as if the source whence 
they lowed wera nevar to be exhausted. Afkun, 
following her averted eyes, found her gazing on 
a lily-of-the-valley, which she had taken from 
her bosom. It was one of the symbols which 
composed tho bouquet of Selim | + 

“ May I wearit?” asked Afkun, ondeavour- 
ing to snatch the flower, ‘ May I wear it ag u 
token af you?” a * 

“ Not that, not that—I love it too much—1 
mean I cannot part with it; it wos the first gilt 
T have evor-recoived,” 
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“Which would heave made me value it 
the more! Oh! Mher-Ul-Nissn, you know 
not how passionately [*love you, I could 
not have refused you an ompire, had it been 
at my command —~and you refuse me a 
flower !” ! 

“T have, said it was a giftthe first gift I 
ever received. If I presented it to you, would 
you part with it to another ?”. 

“ NO for worlds !” 

« Then why blame me?” 

“ You then love another |”? 

“My fathor has taught moe to respect—to 
esteem his fiiend.” 

“You cannot, love me, Mher-Ul-Nissa ! 
—~your hand is pledged to some more fortunate 
being ?” 

“Not go, Afkun—if that had been the ease, 
I should have confessed it to you at once, 
with that frankness which I hope belongs to 
me,” ” _ 

“Tf I go to Cashmore, without some hope ° 
that I may gxpect a moro favourable answer 
from you, I shall care little what becomes 
of me, With you, life, power, dignity, would 
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he precious to me; but without you they can 
he nothing.” 

“You will, doubtless, often hear from my 
fathor, after you rurive in Cashmere,” 

But shall be be permitted to spank of Mher- 
T-Nissa ?” 

© Perhaps!” ra) 

“That isas much as I con proas for at pre- 
sent, May Allah. bless you, and diveet you 
towards that which may bo most for your own 
happiness !” 

“Be assured, Afkuh, that happen what 
may, you will be often romembored by us, 
while you are absent,” added Mher-Ul-Nigsa, 
muth softened by the ardour of her lover, and 
at the same time looking at him with a degree 
of tenderness, which he had not exporioneed 
from her before, 

Rising from tho bank, she led the way to the 
house, where they found Kazim and Mapgeli 
waiting, with no common aniiety, 40 lenwn the 
reault of the interview, Tho éxparienced minis- 
ter, well-tceustomed to penetrate the foclings 
of men from the expréssion of the countenance, 
read at onea in Afkun’s quivering Up and 
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pallid cheek, the disappointment which he had 
met, Te saw, however,’ from the manner of 
his daughter, bofore sho retired with her 
mothor, that sqme hope still remained of the 
accomplishment: of the object, to which he 
himself looked forward with the deepest interest. 

Afkiny mentioned, in a despaiing tone, 
every thing that passed ; with the exception of 
his own fears, that Mher-Ul-Nissa had already 
given htr affection to another, ‘Those fears he 
could not prevail upon himself to disclose, as if 
was clear that, if they*wore well-founded, Ka- 
zim was ignorant of tho existence of any such 
predilection; and it would scarcely be gene- 
rous towards the maid, that he should be the 
first to discover her scevet, 

“ Well! well!” observed Kazim, “ after all, 
T do fot ace why you should despair. She is 
‘alill young iw years, though in intellect so ma- 
tuva,, Go to your goverment, A battle or 
tivo will do wonders for you; and if you como 
back with a fowsgashes on your breast, after 
tranquillizing, your province, Be agsured that 
you cannot have a better passport to the heart 
of a woman,” 
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The chioftnin soon took lenve, without feel- 
ing much encouragement from the soothing 
language addressed # him by Kazim; and 
hefore dawn, on the fallowing morning, he was 
on his way to Cashmere, 
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CHAPTER XV. 


Tho love of « boing, composed, like thyself, of water 
and olay, dostroy thy patiogce and poace of mind ; it ox~ * 
cites theo, in thy waking hours, with minute boautica, 
und engages thea in thy sloop, with vain imaginations, 
With suol zoul dost thou Iny thy head on her foot, that 
the universe, in comparison of hot, vonishos into nothing 
before theo, Not, breath dost thou utter to any one 
vlao} for, with her, thou hast no room for ‘any other, 
Thou declmost, that her abode is in thine oye ; 0, when 
thon closost it, in thy hemt. ‘Chou last no fear of cen- 
amo fom anyman; thou haat no powor to bo at rest for 
a moment. If sho domand thy soul, it runs instantly 
to'tliy lip. 

Busran, Book 3. 


Aczan could not have selected an officer, in 

every rospect, more competent to the duties 

which the state of Cashmere at that period de- 

manded from its governor, than Shere Afton 
6 
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ili pre-eminent personal prowars, his mild 
domennour, hia ationtion ta the wants of his 
troops, his prudence if, undevinking ontorprises, 
and his valour in carrying them into execu- 
dion, vendered him ona of the moat popular 
chiefiaing in the empire. When in the camp, 
there waa no distinction dbaeryalto "belwveen 
his diot and that of tho mennest soldier in his 
army, ‘Thore was slight love of show evinced 
in his dress; but oven that frailty endeared him 
the moe to his men, na_ it tended to set aff to 
advantage tho fine figure by which he wae dis- 
tinguished. 

Nono of the instructions of the prime minis- 
tet, Vazeal, wera more accep ble’to him than 
those by which he was divectad to provide the 
moat cnorgetio measures for tho administyation 
of justice, throughout every departmont of his 
sgovernmont; and at tho sno tinie, for roliov- 
ing ‘the distresses of those familica who had 
remained faithfyl to tho amporor, ‘bul whose 
poskossions had beon Inid waste by the insur. 
gents. Afkun-extended the ney regulations 
to all those whom he found afflicted by the 
events of the civil way,,to whatever party they 
‘belonged. He preferred conciliation to perac- 


NOURMAMIAL. 227 


gution ; and while with one hand he held the 
sobre, and catriod fire and destruction into the 
quarters of the obstinate® foes of Achar, in the 
other he bore the laws with which he was en- 
trusted, offering ‘pardon and protection ko those 
who were disposed to return to the paths of 
submisstom and order, 

The well-known character of the governor 
preceded him to Cashmere, where his arrival 
acted like a charm upon the different parties, 
who were engaged in contending for the sy- 
promacy, Mogt of the higher noblemen of 
the province speedily rallied round his stan- 
dard, and enabled him to march with an im- 
posing foreé against the rebels, who were 
still in arms. The reports that reached the 
emperor from other sources, detailed the diffi. 
cullies against.which Afkun hed to make way, 
as much mofe serious than he admitted them ta, 
ha in any of his despatches. Several engage- 
ments had taken place in the course of a few 
months, which were treated by the governor as 
mere skirmighes; but it appeared, in point of 
fact, that not’ only had thay required incessant 
vigilance, superior skill, and indefatigable acti- 
vity on his part, but hat to his single arm 
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alone, unquailing under the pressure of aleming 

vicissitudes in the field, and sometimes of dee 

fectiona, at critical nfomenta, on the put of 

those who had promised assistance both in men 

and provisions, the complete refeonquest of the 
_ province was to be attributed, 

Tho emperor, though now somewhat advanced 
in yes, attended with peculiny exultntion to 
the tiumphant progress of his ung in Cash. 
mere, No person could have better appreciated 
than himself, the arrangements devised and 
executed by Afkun, for the scourlty of the 
leanquil districts, and for the subjugation of 
those whoge fidelity wavered, evon for a mo- 
ment. The namo of the chigftairt tas never 
Mentioned in his presence, without calling forth 
a high culogy upon the mode in whieh ho, per- 
formed oyory part of the dutics entrusted to his 
care. ‘Tho deeds of the ‘Turcommilan ware the 
perpetual theme of the courtiers, who, in this 
inatarice at least, wore sincero in the proisey 
which they bestowed. [0 was the haro of tho 
day his procoedings were the subéact of many 
a tale and ballad, accompanied with rudo por- 
traits of the warrior, which bore, perhaps, ay 
much resemblance to his features, as thoy did 
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to those of Baber, or Timur, or any dther leader 
who had over obtained renown in Lindostan, 
Phe fame of Afkun,*of course, reached the 

ears of Mhor-Ul-Nissa, whom tho gossip of the 
palace, as well'as the gratitude of the people of 
the onpital, had glrendy aasigned ta,the Turco- 
mania, aa the mdst acceptable reward he could 
xecaive, for the important services which he had 
rendered to the empiree Iler beauty was 
senreely less celebrated than his valopr, Her 
charms could scarcely, indeed, have been exag- 
gorated; but poetry had full seope for the exer- 
cise of its licence, as Mher-Ul: Nisa was seldom 
seen abroad, unless when with her mother she 
attended” tite pyncipal mosque at the conclusjgn 
of the Ramazan, or tho other ae festivals’ of 
the year, 8 . 

, Among tho attendants of MhorUl-Ni 1B80, WAS 
a pale Ciréflssion girl, named Kanun, descended 
from a family which had ondo held prineoly 
rank in her own country, * There was a peculiar 
gentlengss in the manners of this slave, which” 
gained for der the sympathy and ‘confidence of 
her young mitgtress. She was tell for her age; 
her features, though regular, were marked 
rather by an interesting expression, than by de 
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cided bonuly; she waa ou akilful embroiderer, 
played the tambourine and dulcimer to perfec. 
tion, atid hind a memory“abundantly atored with 
tales, with which sho froquently amused her 
mistress, aa well ns the wholo citele of hor com- 
,Panions, while thay sat al work in the clamber 
assigned them for that purposa, af 
14 was remarked by her fellow slaves, that 
, for some timo after tke doparture of Affeun from 
the capital, Kanun looked paler than ever, and 
that her momory, usually so porfect, hind failed 
to aupply her with the succession of stories 
which sho had been previously accustomed to 
relate for their entertainment, especially of those 
that were relieved occasionally by’ Scenes of 
drollery, with which ghe used often to make 
them daugh by the hour, until they would, an- 
treat hor fo desist, For some renson or other, 
sha scamed Ialely to have forgattar avery. kind 
of narrative, thet did not bear on the notions of 
brave warriors, and sho folt the greatest delight 
in vepanting the ballads which had bagn circu. 
lated tlirough Agra, in praise of thasgovarnor ot 
Cashmere. 
Sometimes Kanun sat with Mhorw{l-Nisaa, 
beneath her favourite plane-treo, in the garden. 
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and while both wera enguged in embroidery, 
she would relate to her mistress, with 4 minute- 
ness of detail that lost nbthing in hor hands, the 
most recent roports which had arrived from 
Cashmere, Whatever was authentio in those 
communications, Mher~Ul-Nisea had; of course, 
already* heard from her father, who pefceived, 
with unaffected pleasure, that she listened with 
moso ond more earnestues#, every day, to the 
tidings which he brought of his young friend’s 
glorious career, Byt nothing surprised or 
amazed the intelligent mind of the mistress, 
more than the marvellous additions, which the 
slave oither invonted herself, or related from the 
information® of sthers, concerning almost every 
transaction, even the most trifling, in whicl’ the 
‘Tuvepmanien chief hnd any share, Hid very 
appearaneg jn the field of battle filled the enemy 
with éerrot* he slow thousands with his own 
sabre, as he plunged into the midst of thar 
ranks 5 srrows and javelin showered upon him 
by the fe, instend of i injuring him, formed an 
iron ennopy*gvor his head, protecting him from 
every danger, There was ae virtue in his 
touch, which cured the wounded; the genii be- 
gtowed upon him elephant-loads of gold, which 
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he distributed amongat tho poor, and above 
all, he waa the idol of tha women, wherever 
he went. Kanu positively agsured her mis- 
tveag, that he governor hid nlrendy a harem 
more numerous than either the eniperor or the 
prinea Selim, and that tho most benutiful of the 
sex in the foynl oatablishmdnts, was dtlormily 
iteolf, when compared to the houis, whom Ma~ 
homet had aheady sent to reward the valour of 
Afkun. . 

“Why all this to ma, Kanun?” oxclaimed 
Mher-Ul-Nissa, diaplonsod with tho girl for 
touching so ficcly on this latter topic. 

“Ah | it is too uot Alas! I fear ho will 
nover come to Agra again ;—nover’ more shall 
we'see hia fine manly form, and kis waving 
pluinds, among theso groves !” 

So, ao! you remomber him then! 1 was 
not aware you had over behold hint” 

“That tower, which you sco peeping above 
the palace, commands, almost every part of the 
garden,” : 

* And so, whenever Afkun came hithor with 
my father, you watchod all their movements.” 

“That tower is a favourite place with ua'all, 
We have views from it over n great part of the 
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capital, and the surrounding country, There- 
fore, if Aficun happened to be here, you know 
we could not help sccingshim.”  » * 

“Were your companions as great admirers of 
him as you scem to have been 2?” 

Ah! who that had once beheld that noble 

‘Turcompnjan, coukl have done otherwise than 
adore him 7” ‘ 

“What a ‘deep drawn sigh was thoref Why 
surely} Kanun, you are not in love with the vice- 
roy of Cashmere ?” 

“T know not——— but this I am sure of; had 
I been Mher-Ul-Nissa, I should cortainly not 
have refused him that lily of the valley !” 

“What do you mean?” asked the mistress, 
blushing deeply, on finding that there had heen 
eyes, in the tower, from which her last intgpview 
with "the chieftain had not béen concen}éd, 

“ Why, Pnecan that I should not only have 

given him the ily, but the whole bouquet of the 
prince into the bargain, Only tompare them 
for & moment tdgether—Afkun young, hand- 
some, brave wise, with a heat entirely devoted 
to you. I dé believe he would have kissed the 
very ground on which you walked. Then think 
of the prince,—the heir of the empire it is 
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truc—but with a harem full of wives—not one 
of whom ho loves—wvandeting about tha streets, 
often in the disguise ofa common beggar, with 
wset of low companions, whont he lends into 
all sorts of disgraccful practices, drinking with 
them wine by night and day, No, no! there is 
no compurison between tivo such persons! Al 
kun.ig indead a man, Selim is nothing better 
than 1——~,” ' : . 

“Tush ! for Allal’s sakal You must bf mad, 
Kanuy, to speak in this manner beforo me of 
the futhro emperor of Witdoatun.” 

Kanon, who observed the half smile with 
which this reproof was conveyed, was proceed+ 
ing to relate ono of the newest piecos of scandal 
whigh had been ciraulated about the prince, 
when she siarted suddenly on her feet, aa if she 
had beort bitten by a snake. “tis divine! What 
en exquisite Iutanist! And thovotis a guitar, 
too, and a dulcimer! 1 thougltf I. myself per 
formed on thot instrament moderaicly well ; 
bat after hearing thal’ lost shiked shall never 
tough it again)” 

«The music must be somewhpra near va, 
Kanun |” 

“Tt js here, among tho cedars,” 
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“Ah! Isee; itis a little stratagem of my 
father, to provide what he well knows is ¢o me 
the most fascinating of ak anusolfients |” 

“Both tho air and words are new.? 

While MhertUl-Nissa ond her attendant 
wore listening with equally ploaged attention, 
the mvusiojans gradually, but respectfully, 
approached the plane-tree, still continuing a 
ballad descriptive of the feelings of a young 
warrior, who was obliged, by the dictates of 
duty, to separate himself from his mistress at 
the moment that she lind plighted to hiin her 
faith, The soldier fought ‘his way to glory; 
and the composition, apparently the produc- 
tion of no* ordinary hand, concluded with 
the incidents of acombat, in which he fell be- 
neath, the superior power of his enemy. This 
was followed by another poem, sotto thusic, of 
& mos}, pans character, in which the un- 
happy maid, who had followed Ber hero to the 
wira, was portrayed wandering ovor the field of 
battle, until she found him of whom she was in 
search, but ow cold upon the bare ground, 
with no covoring' save the canopy of heaven, 
The Rigonies of the lover were then told with 
such effect, both in the verse and the music, 
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that Mhor-U1-Nisen, moved oven (0 tonrs, mablo 
to rostruin her apprehensions, desired Kenin 
to ask the miffstrela whother thie batlad were no 
more than the invention of a poel, or whother 
indecd it related in any manner ty Atkin, 

The Civenasinn girl heard not the command 
given hor: all hey attention“ was devoted to the 
lutanist, who, though ho nt first touched the in« 
sirumont with ininrtable grace, seemed for some 
time to have lost his powors of oxecution, and to 
employ all his facultics in obaurving the change 
that took place in tha countenance of Mher-Tl- 
Niassa, hore wes something, toa, in tho ap- 

“penance of the musician, which reminded 
Kanun go strongly of Afkun jhiméelf, that she 
watched his looks and movements with the 
same intense curjosity which he betrayed jn fol- 
lowing those of hor mistress. 

« Alns, Kanun!” oxclaimed MBor-Ul,Nissn, 
resting her hafid for support on the phoulder of 
her attendant, “should this be the trae hiv 
tory of Afkun {” 

Ho would bo the happiest of mon, aven in 
death,” added the Iutanist, falling on one knee 
bofore her; “for he would then be wept ta he 
now ia hy Mher-Ul-Niasa, Theso tynrs repay 
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me for avery danger,—for what was alill more 
alllicting to me, the long season of fearful 
doubls which I have spqnt since wy departure 
from Agra,” 

Kann was ail rapture on account of the 
return of the chieftain, She ran off to her 
companions to ba the first to’ communicate 
the joyfil “intelligence; leaving her mistress 
in tho care of her lover, and altogether for- 
gotlingy whether, at such a moment, her ser- 
vices might not hava heen much more neces- 
sary under the plane-iece than in the embroi~ 
dery chimber. The clamour which they all 
sel up, drew the attention of Mangeli, who was 
engaged in hparing hor husband reading a letter 
from Afkun, anifouncing his immediate return 
to Agra. Thwugh not prepared for his appear- 
ance 8o speedily, and that too in thg disguise of 
a Iutonist, it aced hardly be added, that on once 
more Weholding-their young fried, covered as 
ho was now with fresh glories, and manifestly 
‘accepted aa the fyture spouse of their beloved 
daugtiter, their delight was at lenst as sincere, 
though not qhite 80 "enthusiastically expressed, 

asthat of the Circassian maid herself, 
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CTAPTER XVIU 


Hho boutmon shout" ’is timo Co part 
No longer wa ows stay 3” 

“Twas thon Muoinuan tight my heart, 
Tfow much n ginneo could any t 


With trombling atepa to mo sho came , 
© Forowoll 1” sho would have onod 

Hut oro hor lips tho word caull frame, 
In half formed sounds it diate * 


‘Thon bonding down, with looks §f love, 
Mer arms sho round me flung; 
And, oa the gato hanga on tho grove, 
* Upon my broust aho hung. 
My willing win dinbsacud tho ind? 
My hoart with rapturos boat, ye 
While abo but wept the mor, apd anid, 
* Would wo Lud aovor mut 1+ 
Mumorat or Serovar, 
a, 
Amonaer the onrlicst companionS¥or the Prince 
Selimt, there wns onc, named Fereid Bochdti, 


who long continued to gossess over the mind of 
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his master an unrivalled influence, Te was the 
* gon of Abdulhamid Messowar, a portrait painter 
of Shiraz, who had beey employed by Acbar 
for soveral years in painting the beauties of the 
harem. Bochayi, whilo yot a boy, was fre- 
quently admitted with his father into the inte 
rior of the harem, where he became ac- 
quainted with the prince, Tho near equality of 
their ages, the lively spirits of Bochari, and the 
infinite’resources which he had at his command 
for amusing the heir to the empire, soon pre- 
pmed for him the way*to fortune, lis father, 
of courge, gave evory cneowagement, and all 
the improvement in his powei to talents, which 
had already won*for his son the favour of so 
important a peradhage, At the eninest solicita- 
tion of Solin’ Bochari was altogether domos- 
ticalef In the palace. They wore, inseparable 
vompanions, hoth in the school-room and in the 
geidon§ agsigned thom for recgation, They 
grew up together from youth to manhood ; and 
although the emperor frequently observed with 
solicitudo, the strange power which the Persian 
exercised ovets the resolutions of the prince, 
wiicther they were connected with matters of 
business or pleasure, nevertheless, he made no 
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attempt to break the links by which thay ap 
peured to ba bound logethor, 4 ie 
The son of Messpwer was from nature, 
as well as fiom the ciremmelanees under 
which he was brought up, a consummate hy- 
poerite, Tu the presence of the emperor, or 
of the influential persons eniployed. about him, 
Bochari oxhibited a peculiar gravity of de- 
mneanoy, supposed fo bo partly the result of the 
rigid principles of religion, which ho affected to 
follow ; partly of the profound veneration which 
ho professed to feel for ‘he ministera wud other 
great officers engaged in the servieo of the 
empire. Vor tho reatraint, however, which he 
imposed upon himself on thefe pccasions, le 
took ample compensation when ha was alone 
with Selim, There was then senwely any body 
invested with public office, whom he'did not 
mimie with an extraordinary degree of porfice 
tion, in vaicw language, md mpnner.” Selim 
confessed that he would often,have found it dif 
figult to believe that Bochui was not himeell 
tho very character he. represented |) hid not the 
Inter gonorglly taken eqra, whea fnishing the 
exhibition, to turn his origuals into ridicule. 
‘Wher; « after an evening’s amusement of this 
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description, they found themeclves near each 
other at any of ‘ne ceremonies of tho court, in 
the presence of the very personages who had 
thus been carieatured, Selim frequently burst 
info laughter which he could not control; vary 
much to the horror of the omirs, and sometimes 
even of hq cmperdr, who noticed his indscor- 
ous merriment; while not a muscle waa moved 
in the countenance of Bochari, On the con- 
lary, he would often tako it upon himself to 
teprove the prince for his levity, and to engage 
him in conversation, ih order to prevent its re- 
nowal, ‘Byer 'y body, who witnessed these scenes, 
looked upon it ag 8 most fortunate circumstance, 
that 0 porsow of go much discretion was placed 
near the prince, who had aufficient influence:to 
check ¢ those it ithpropricties of conduct, 

Bothari inherited from his fathet e most un- 
governable passion for wine, He was rigidly. 
cautious in «ever drhiking _b@fore mid-day 
prayers, ns the consequence Would have been 
fatal had, he betn discovered diiiik in the 
MOBO § “andl besides, the emperor seldont 
pasaed “ a morfing without visiting the apart 
mont of his son." But the afterndons, which 
tvere supposed to be spent by the prince, and his 
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companion, in riding in the country near Agra, 
were vory generally devoted hy both, even hy. 
fore thay arrived at infiuhoud, ow very difler- 
ent purpose. ‘Thay left the palace mounted, us 
usual, for an exeusion, ‘Chey*had in their pay 
a peasant, who owned ov small shed in the 
noighbourhood of tho capital, to whese cure 
they confided thuir horses. ‘Then putting on 
the dresses of common soldiers, which they had 
provided, they ratarned in disguise w Agra; 
and establishing themgelves in one of their 
fuvourite wine-houses, they usually drynk from 
fifleen to twenty cups each, sometimes alone, 
but more frequently in the midst of the lowest 
company by which ghose plages fore crowded, 
The prince became, in a short fine, KO Mah 
addicted to thie beverage, that if he were de- 
prived of it,nt his eeeustomed hours, his ‘houds 
began to shake, and ho was unable to sil at reat 
until wine was byaught before hit, 

Whon Selim was pormitted, at the usnnl age, 
1a oatablish ny shaxem of his‘own, Bechari lent 
all his assistance in collegting fergt the most 
beautiful women of Hinéloatan, But the akill 
and perseverance with which he succeded itt 
rescuing his master from the predominant in- 
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fluence of any of his numerous wives, would 
have been admirable, had they been exercised4in 
a more lopitimate cause Accustomed to die- 
“tntu avery fancy ho sufleved Selim to indulge, 
he would bear nd yival in the absolute dominion 
over him, which he wielded with the sway of 
an cnchentgr. As Boon as hedearned, by ques- 
tioning the prince, that the charms of a parti- 
cular female were assumingy a marked supo- 
riority in his esteem over those of her compa- 
niong, he so concerted his measures, that to 
make hig forget such dangerous attractions, a 
now vival was introduced, destined, in her tum, 
to bo snctifieed the moment she aimed at se- 
curing the pélmayence of Iigr ascendancy. 
Bochari had, with.all the world, heard much . 
of thg beauty Of Mhor-Ul-Nissa,” The few oc- 
easions on which he Had seen her, énabled him 
to confirm, by’ his owtt observation, the reports 
which had retched his ear. He feknowledged 
to Selim, who often spoke to him about her, 
that the pgets, in*thoir most-inspired moments, 
had nover ponrtrayed an earthly being, whose 
presence was more bewitching than the daughter 
of Kazim Ayas. There were, however, a steadi- 
nogs and dignity in her mien, and a quick in- 
m2 
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telligence in her eye, whieh at ouce commanded 
Dochari’s respect, and forhade hin to think of 
any achome for adding that lovely person to the 
herem of the prince, IIe femed that the mo» 
ment of her maniage with Selim would, of ne« 
cessity, ba that of his own downfal. Te coull 
hope to find no vival in Tindostiy; any, nob 
even in Persia, whom he might make use of, for 
tho purpose of counteracting the influence 
which her faseinuions of person and of mind 
would be sme to attain, The cirqumstance, 
therefore, of her being enguged to Afkun, was 
the more agreeable, as it was by him unex- 
pected, For he had not failed tos discoyar 
that Sclim’s attentions to MherUl-Nigssu ree 
contly assumed a character very, likely, if wn 
resisted, to lead to the most important ¢ conse» 
quences. 

The apprehensions of Boch} on this snb- 
ject, were excited to an oxtranta degreu one 
evoning, soon alter it. was publicly declared 
that Aficun whg to bo unitéd to the duugh 
ter of the high tronsuror, Tha ahioftain dnd 

scarcely obtained from Mhor-Ul-Nisan, the pro» 
miso of hor hand, when he waa ngnin suddenly 
called to his government by the occurrence of 
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a sories of the mogt awful calamities, which 
wore caused by the overflowing of the lakes, in 
consequence of the mollifg of the snows in the 
mouniains, as well as on unusual continuance 
of heavy rains’ The waters oversprend tho 
country for many leaguas, and as they poured 
along with, irrosistible fury, jhoy swept away 
not only tho harvests standing in the flelds, but 
whole villages, and inmumerable flocks and 
herds, which happened 10 bo within the reach 
of the inundation. 

During Afkun's absence, Kazim gave a 
splendid banquet in honour of the approaching 
nuptials, Selim and his companion, together 
with several*of jhe most dignified personages 
of the empire, were present. The wines, all-of 

“the most exquisite kind, were very frecly cireu- 
Inted; and after tho crowd of, Iéss intimate 
guoats, had withdrawn, the Indies, veiled os 
usual, wade their appearance, 

At the roquest of. Selitn, Mhor-Ul-Nisse 
sung to lyr Inte”soveral of hep favourite airs. 
Bochati observed, that her mdlodies, whether 
front accident or design he could not con- 
jocture, were, for the most part, of a grave 
and even plaintive turn, instead of being suited 
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to the joyouaness of the occasion. There was 
one especially, which told, iu the most tonch- 
ing tones, the grigf offa Cingulese girl, who hed 
been attached to a native of hey own island 5 
but who had an opportunity, “after being: sold 
nea slave, fo improve, in same dogren the 
sovaity of her, file, by ‘nwrying o foreipn 
prince, Tho verses, in whieh she dasevihed the 
innocenes und ardour af her fiat Love, ‘ts colle 
trnstedt with the reluetauce she felt in bestow- 
ing her hand, where it never could. bo necome 
panied by her heart, were given by Mher-Ul- 
Nise with a tondorness, which diew leara from 
every body present, with the exception of Ho- 
chavi. Whilo all other eyes,wert fixed upon 
tho ravishing minstrol, his weg wholly om~ 
ployed in weiching, with secret anguish, the 
powerful offeet which her performance ee 
on the fuclings of the prince, 

Although ‘Mangoli beheld its keene with 
the natural pride ofa mother, yot fooling: Unt 
if it were prolonged, under tha cirepumatanens, 
it might give rise Lo unjust fntorpretations, ahe 
desired her attendants, all of whom wein rbd 
in tho most sumptuous attire, to form for the 
dance. But although those maidens, most of 
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whom were charneterised by beauty and prace~ 
fulness, oxcented their appointed parts in the 
dance in a superior styles they attracted not the 
slightest notice from Sclim, is weapt atten- 
tion slill dwelt tn the song which he had Iast 
heard, and ho pressed for its repetition with so 
much ogrngstness,"that it seemed almost in- 
hospitabla to refuse his request, Mber-Ul- 
Nissa resumed her instrument; but while she 
was still picluding to the air which she in- 
tended to play, two oF the principal strings 
snapped asapder with a loud, and, as some 
felt, an ominous sound, like the shriek of an 
ovil genius. 

In order* to ,dissipaie the sudden. gloom 
which this incidént created throughout the 
company, she rose, and ordering Kanun to 
take the flageolet, whilo another of her attend- 
ants ajruck tho double-stringed harp, she, stood 
in the mids of the circle like Some wonderful 
atatue fresh from the hand of the artist, The 
music of the twb performers at first lamented 
the fato of oy Tlindu shopherdess, whom the god. 
Vishnu transformed into marble, lest, during 
his temporary absence from carth, she might 
surrender her affections to an ordinary mortal. 
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A rapid transition waa then made to tho most 
charming pastoral strains, resembling thoae 
which the former companions of the metnmor 
phosod merid poured forth from their simple 
reeds; whon after seaking hor for many a doy 
over the figlds, where sho hed been accustomed 
to tend her locks, they nt length dispoyared her 
near 0 fountain, es thoy thought asleop, Thoy 
hoped that they might awake hey from her leth+ 
ary, by’addvessing her in the Lonas which sho 
most loved to hogr—the songs of her youth; 
but she remained ingensible to their gppeale, 
renewed though thoy were from day today. At 
length, a young unkuown shepherd, who, with a 
lyre slung on his back, joined ‘th. group one 
morning, as thoy were proceating to the fountain, 
mingled the brilliant notes of is instrament 
with those which lad hitherto filed to pro. 
dueo any cleet on the sleoping git, Suddenly 
the marble trothbled, and becamowelaxed—the 
glow of genial wararth ovorspread the whole 
figuro—blushos kindled «on tha chpeks—tle 
eyolids separated, and from beneadh tham shot 
forth 0 living flro—the arms movéd—nnd while 
the rusties, gazing with raptore on thy miracu- 
Jous change that was going on, imparted to 
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their music the brightening joy by which they 
wore inapired, the strange shophord, taking the 
maid by the hand, called all her limbs into the 
moat exquisite detion, descriptive of the hap- 
piness of those, who, after a long separation, 
avo agnig joined ir? the sweof consciousness of 
mutual affection, ; 

Mher-Ul-Nissa qnawereds to each variation 
in tho Strain, with irresistible truth and power 
of expression, The statue, veiled in drapery, 
seemed for a while without vitality—breathless 
—cold—but still beautiful, evon in npparent 
doath, No feature or limb moved, while the airs 
of the sheplerdgsses emulated each other, in 
endeavouring to reogl her to emotion ; but when 
the well-known music of the god tonclied her 
ear, the offect was olcetric upon the whole 
assembly, Wer figure appeared to warm by 
degrees, fromantter insensibility 8 a divine rap- 
turo, ‘Thé sontimont that actuated her entire 
being &ns shown “in attitudes and movements, 
rofined far abpve thoso exhibitiéns to which the 
grosser senso fives riso, 

Solim followed her steps, with a deprée of 
admiration which he knew not how to repress 
within the ordinary bounds of decorum, » He 
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was beside’ himself with delight. And when, 
in gliding before: himy-her veil chanced to bo 
wafted from her head, snddenty disclosing: to 
his view all the charms oft her unrivalled 
gountenance, blushing, with confusion for sueh 
am nee accident, hia’ bended, kee, his’ 
upward glowing looka, his hand ‘pressed ‘on 
her's, whilst. he: oxtlaimed, “ Nounmatat Hi 
at once proclaimed feelings, which, though they 
found no: words, announced, that from that hour 
they were, for good or for evil, to rule jis subs 
sequent existence, 


* © Lightof tho harem !" 
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CHAPTER sXIX. 


At tho ond of tho soot, there advanced before. moa 
damao}, with 9 falry’s chooks, who, in.tlie monnor of 0 
pagan, woro hex {roses dishovolled over hor shoulder, 
lika tha sacardotal stole, Tani, O thou? to the aroh 
of whose oyo-brow tho now moon is a slave, what quarter 


in this, and Mioregis thy mansion?" 
E . : Isnar, 


SELIM, on returning to. his apartaients. in ‘the 
palace, sought t ‘Hie couch in vain, after the scene. 
of that fatal niglit, . Sleep was, indeed, “Ulls 
“policited by him, for: he *preferréd repopting? to 
himsélf the soitys whieh Nourmahal?as he 
thencoforth styled her,-had sung, representing 
over and soy agnin,. to his heated taney, the 
attitudes of the maid, and - retracing ‘in’ his 
memory the lines of her matchless and now’ 
deaply-heloved countenance, ° The report of her 
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having beon kgtrothed to Shera Atkun rosy 
occasionally upon his mind, like a dense stormy 
cloud, that seemed about to blight all the pro- 
spects of happiness which he kud already en- 
ae 3 Bat he flattored bimsell with the 
hope Utne the rumours, which hud heea ciren 
Inted on this subject, wore void of foundation, 
Tt was impossible, ho thought, that she could 
love Afkun, since, whilo he was far away, she 
betrayed no depression of spirits, ‘lo judga 
by himself, now that he was no longer in, Nour- 
mohal's company, he felt that’he was the most 
misorable being in the world, ‘Would sha not 
have mentioned him sometimesy—would sho not 
have subdued the expression of her enchant 
ing poworsy~would she have suig or daneed 
so divinely, if, Indeads sha had been Inbouring 
under the griof that must have beén enuged by 
his absenco, hid ie boen traly poasent to her, 
henvt 2, - . ea 

The day, as it seeraad, into Ifis champor found 
Solim still feverishly busy in fornvinig projects 
for his union with Nourmahal, let what would 
be tho consequence. What! even if sho hind 
been pledged to Afkun, such a ceremony was 
not irrevocable, Ilis fitther, the emperor of Ifin- 
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dostan, whose voice gavo law to pore than a hun- 
dred millions of peoplep might surely dispense 
with the obligations, ifany thore wore, imposed on 
either party by & proceeding of that natura. Te 
would throw himsolf at Achar’s feet, and solicit 
fom hin, this bobn, upon which nie Dery life 
now depended. Ie would frankly roveal the 
state of his feelings with reapect to Nourmahal ; 
he would represent the disastrous effect which ‘ 
hor union with anothar vould probably produce 
with regpect to all parties; ho might: throw a 
little oxaggeratiow’ round the degroes of encou- 
ragement which he believed he had already 
received fiem ,her,—he would mention the 
houquet,—the look with whigh that‘emblematio’ 
expression of affection had heen received jbyher, 
—he would promige+an entire .eform in those 
habitg of itoxfeation whiol’ had afforded so 
mach displeasure to his father; tnd such -scan- 
dul to the court; and he would; if it wyers re- 
quirdl, gven alflicate the reins of enipire in 
favour of ljs son Chusero; provided only that 
ho were porfnilted to spend the remainder of 
his days vith her, who had now obtained entire 
possession of his soul, : 
Bochui woited at the usual hour on the 
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prinee, whom ho found still arrayed in the drops 
of parple aatin, aud g geld turhun, whieh he had 
worn the night belie, 

“Yam glad you have cone ‘nt last, my dear 
Bochnri, 1 wish you would go to the apart 
ments of the emperor, and Learn whptkev I ewn 
sev him inmedintely.” 

* Nol in this dregs, at all events; at such an 

“hour of the moming, he will think you mad if 
you appear before him in this munner,” 

“What do you meay 1 c 

“Took at your turban, yorr satin vost, your 
gineture wilh (hese massive tuasels, your robe * 
of sitvor tissue, and your silk a(pokitigs flowered 
with gold; nay, you heave not eyon chunged 
your glippors since wo parted last night pphiat 
ean be the cause of all this 2” 4 

“T shall toll the emperor every Ching.” 

«What | you will tell tho oxtpordr every 
thing }, Am 2% thea, no longar worthy of your 
confidence ? Put l ean onsily tinderstgnd it all. 
T see you have notalopt much during! tho night. 
Yon scam senraely to know what’ yourany. as 

_ Yes, Bochari, I well know what 1 any, - 
and whet I feel, too. If you, however, refuse mo 
your assistance on ihe present ocgnsion, 1 shall 
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not know what to do, You gro my best of 
frionds ; you will, T anesure, aid mé with your 
inexhnuslible resoureas on the prosent occasion, 
—perhaps the most important of my life,” 

“You surely cannat think of marrying Mher- 
Ul-Nigga ” a 

“Why not ?” . 

«T thought I was not dgceived ; I knew all 
this Idst night,—-whon that faithless and artful ’ 
woman threw off her val so indecontly in your 
presence,—in tho, pregence of a crowd of guests.” 

“What words ave these Bochari? Faith- 
» legs, did you say? To whom ?” 

“Yo how betrothed husband, the subah of 
Cashmore! Is jt possible you did not feel, 
what every “other person in the salobp must 
hay¢ felt, thal Mher-Ul-Nigsa, theugh her faith 
was solemnly plighted to Afkun, put forth all 
hor powers st night, in ordersto involve you 
in her dangerous toils?” . 

But how anyI to know that she has been 
betrothed ag you sny 7”, 

“T heard 4 from Kazim Ayas; and in order 
to assura, myself on that point, out,of mere 
curiosity, for it never occurred to ma that you 
would feol any interest in the question, I ascer- 
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tained the fact fom the kadi, in whose pree 
senco tho ceremony wasgolemnised.” 

* Baso wretch! away from my presence tor 
‘ever! No! you will never meke me believe 
that Nourmahal hag promised! to be the consort 
of another !” } f 

“T shnll go hence as you desire, although this 
is not the treatmant which I hud expected, 

» after go many yeurs of fuithful aervice |)” 

“No, no~stay Bocliuri— am half mad -- 
forgive me—atay—yee—wWe have been children 
togathor.” 

© But we ara tet to reinain children for aver. 
You aro now a mon; though I canchuedly call 
you.steh, if you thug suffer your feclings to ‘be 
mastered by 8 woman, who, if she “ero married 
to you to-day; would probably elope with see 
other lover before the duwn @-morfow." 

“Oh! Bochtri, spare my feeliiza ut this 
moment; do xfot thus speak of Nowmahal. 
She cannat be tho wrotch you “would represent 
haw.” oon 

i Judge for youtsclf, Sho is hour) by ties 
of an indissolubla nature, to Afkuna During 
“his absence, caused, as we all know, by eireum- 
stances which he could not control, she appems 
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before a crowdof her father's gucats—sho singe 
she dancos—-and when she thinks she has excited 
the feclings of another *person—of the Prince 
Rclim—to the highest degreo, she, as if by ac- 
cident, lots her *veil fall at his feet, and com- 
plotos hor" conquest | What security can “you 
have forthe affections of sucha woman as this? 
Think you she loves you for yourself? Not 
she—the throge is tlie sole abject of her athbi- 
tion; give up that, and, you will soon find her ‘ 
turning from you with scorn,” 

The prince, who was already pale from the 
sleepless night he had spent, trembled from 
head to foot, while Bochari uttered these un- 
guarded pltrasos, foaming sith malegniaed 
mortification, . 

“Give way to such childish foellnga*as 
these |” resumed the, stern monitor} in a tone to 
which his pupil Bas wholly unaccustomed, 
“and you Will be the loughin stock of the 
wholo ompiro. Every advohturg?, who has a 
pretty daughter” in his family, will come to 
Agra and place her in the way of Selim, as an 
instrument of fortune, Abandoning the faithful 
mothers of your children already in the harem, 
you will be tossed about and played with like a 
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shuitte-cack from hand to hand, « ‘The enres of 
stale will, be foigatten; you will give yomaelf 
up entivaly to the bktudishments of women; 
you will aunender auccensively to their fathors 
or brothers the seopha which fou ought your 
gelf to grasp with a firm hand; and tutinntely, 
perhaps, yon wilh bo assnshinnted, dnewrder to 
make room for some upstart, whem you have 
yourself rained to Kigh station; ymd then ins 
dostan, Huw Che moat splendid: eupie in the 
world, will fall into a thousand pally provinees! 
Por ahame——let us hear no more of this buse- 
horn girl!” 

“She is the daughter of Kazim Ayas, the 
high treasurer of the empio 5 ¢maft universally 
respected, and 1 may even say, beloved. Be 
just, at all events, in your anger!" “a 

« And who in this Kazim Ayng, I shoulddike 
to know? La! hel! tae! tute ; high trenanrat 
now; but what was he, when he frat mde his 
way from therwilda of nrtnry to Lahors] Wie 
notoriqua that he was obliged” to beg efor brent 
from door to door; and that he cared 0 mixer 
able pittanes, for many yeors, by wliting in a 
_Blall for any person who choso to give him wu 
cowrie! Kazim Ayan, indeed, beloved und re« 


NOURMAIAL. 2659 


speoted! By whom? Not by me,*certainly; for, 
nfler the events of Iast night, socing that he did 
not pravont his daughtv from pursuing: the in- 
decent exhibition which she mado, I can look 
npon him as nosbetter than a common pander!” 

Selip was shocked, beyond expressigny at 
the langunge which Bochari used, with re- 
gard to a family so much honoured by his 
father, aud 80 highly esteeyied by the Omrahs 
of the court, ‘without axception. Bochaii soon 
porecived, by the silenc8:of the prince, who con- 
tinued for some tinfo to look at him with 
astonishment, that he had iather overshot the 
mark at which he aimed, He knew thoroughly 
the character of the person he had to deal with, 
and was ‘sspocially nwaie of the obstinacy with 
whieh the pfince adhered to any purpo8e; whidh 
he would not be wheedled or frightened out of 
in the first instandse 

“JT seo then, Bochari,” said Selim, after a 
long pause; that Iam not téexpact ange ag- 
sininheo from you in this business,” 

© Your yghness will, Tam sure, excuse any 
hastinasseof>xpression into which I may have 
bean betrayed, by my zeal for your welfare. 
Your happiness is, you ‘must know, the only 
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object of my Mfee T have hean by your side fiom 
boyhood upwards; it is not likely tat T xhould 
abandon you now Yeur command uinat ever 
be my Jaw.” 

That is spoken like yowrulf, Rooharis I 
own [hardly know, just now, who you were, 
You nover before opposed any vf ny wishes 
after such a fashion ng this,” 

“ Nor shall [ nov, if you think I enn render 
you the slightest assistance.” 

“T have, ca you kiow, Bochari, seen and 
added io my harem some of the most, perfeet 
beauties of whom Asia can boast. T was no 
more than fifteen, when J flrat beheld the 
daughter of the Rajuh Bharmul, v hom J then 
looked upon as the rose of the world, She is 
the motiier of Chuacro, and still jrosvrves my 
‘eateem, ‘The lovely Jamaul, tha mother olymy 
favourite boy, Parveiz, 1 wav a pgeuliar 
place in my haurts Tor moonlike beanty hay 
frash charma far mo avery lime [ visit hor upart- 
mente, I am also affected. with great tinder 
ness whenoyor I take my.son, Khgrvoun, from 
the arma of hig mother Goaseing, * Same things 
have bean forotold me of this hoy, whieh induce 
mo to hope that he will be ever nflectionate 
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and fiithful to me, and that one flay ho will be 
the ornament of the empire. But neither the 
daughter of Bharmul, aor the gentle Jamaul, 
nor Gosseine, nor even Beiby Karmitty, the 
youngest, and perhaps the most engaging of all 
my wiyos,hns ever excited in my breast foal- 
ings siilgr to those which jave been kindled 
there by Nourmahal,” 

“ There is no contendingeagainst fate! It is 
a power capable of doing with us as it'chooses.”” 

“ That is precisely what I think too, my dear 
Bocharj. £ am convinced, that if I now entlea-” 
voured not to love Nourmahal, I should fail df 
success, ler image never left me all night, 
Somotimes #he pppeared stooping over me, her 
beauteous eyes dimmed with tears, lamenting 
the precipita ion with which she recefyed the 
addpessos of Afkun, before she shad become 
acquainted With (8 secrot which I revealed to 
her lasi-night—that I was her chptive! Some+ 
times that yoice, which youshavésheard, flonted 
in thé aig arountl me, while hér fingers played 
like beams af rosy light over the strings of her 
lute, But foulhave seen her.in that Vishnu 
dance-—Can you’wonder that when her veil fell 


, 
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oft, T should Rave been teanaported beyond all 
tho common bounda of prudence?” ¢ 

“ But how are you 40 get over thy contrnet 
wo sulemnly outerad inte?” P 

Te must be diasolyed, Bockaui Mark me, 
emit must be put an ead to, hy nome mcANs oF 
other.” re .¢ 

«The emperor night perhaps consent-ut 
then there is his prime minister, Vazvel,?-— 

“ Nuuwé him nol ~yor know that that mu 
is my nbhorrence.” 

“ What with his outludish notions abont 
the principles of justice —und setting an oxauple 
of rectitude to the people—nnd all that kind of 
vionsensical philosophy, if oneehe be consulted 
on tho subject, you may lovk npou the mutter 
aa decided against you.’ F 

Ac if it bem e 

“ Wo mnat then think off€ther fnenns for the 
allninment of Your purpaso—Afkunt is subuh of 
Cashmere, —~{t will probably return agen to 
Agr, to havo his nuptials confpleted--tha rond 
is longa faw Afghans, well atntioned, disposed 
to vindicate your Gnyse Mmm a 

Lot us spare Ais blood, if we can, Ay to 
Fazeel—he and [ never can Jive long under the 
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samo sky. lis presenco is to me@the shade of 
. the poison tree, I feel as if Ibogin to wither 
whenever I come within gts range.” * 

Then you must smile upon him henceforth, 
Theré is nothing like a luminous smile for de- 
ceiving your enemy—or, at lcast the’ court, ’ 
when thgy behold you together.” 

“ Dopentl upon me—you must have heard of 
that insolent proposal of hig, for excluding me 
from tHe succession to the throne, and‘of trans- 
ferring my rights to Chifero !” 

Under the pretext*of insanity! But, hark ! 
~—-the trumpels already announce the breaking 
up of the Am-kas! Something has occurred to 
the emperord I is but just now that the gates 
of the cittdel wore ‘thrown open to admit the. 
multitude, atl already the assembly is* broken 
up|,” What can this mean ?” + 8 

Selim trembled, dhe directed his companion 
to go lustantly and inquire into the cause of this 
extraordinary occurrence, for, he %hew that no~ 
thing Put illneds of a aerious chavacter, or affairs 
of” the almost impottaice, would prevent his 
father fron ting his seat upon the throne, and 

dischmging the duties of the audience whiéh 
he gave every morning to all his vassals, with- 
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out digtinelion. Buchari hustened to the apart 
menis of the empaor, buf was met by an 
eanuch, ds breathless,us himeelf, who asked 
where the prince was to bo found. 

“What hag loppened ?” engerly entjuived 
Bochari, A 

The prince the jringe—-where, “is he?” 
asked the cunnch—“ The emperor; aa he was 
asvending the muayud, fell bnek on the steps, 
before any of us could reach hime—he afill lives 
-—we bore him to his cabinot—-ho has just 
spoken, and calls invassuntly for the prince 
load me to him without delay.” 

Bochari returned with the eunuch to Selin’s 
apartment, who was deoply afilicted by the ine 
telfigence ; for, through all thé cuurscs of dissi- 
pation to which he hud been habituated, he still 
felt a glrong.sentiment of aflection for his fither, 
Forthwith changing his apparel, ke went to the 
cabinet, where-he found tha ampere aurvounded 
by his prinetpil ministora, resting on cushions, 
suffering much from the debility of dozlining 
yet, but more from the tidings ys which ho Ifhdl 
just received, of the death of ‘hisrfayourite aon, 
Daniel. 

Take these despatches, Selim,” aaid Achar, 
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in a feeble voice, frequently inidfrupted by the 
pangs of his heart, against which de had no 
longor sufficient fortitude to struggle, « Take 
thésg despatches, my son—yead them with due 
attention, Dattiel—-my beloved Daniel —be- 
loyed, eveh though, with all my efforts I could 
not reogain him from thoag terrible vices, to 
which he has thus prematurely fallen a victin— 
is no more. Oh! Selim, shall his example— 
his fate—warn you in time ?” 

The prince was ah his knees, bathed in tears, 
holding the emperors hand, which he pressed 
and kissed repeatedly, in token of his entire 
submission to his father's will, 


VO 
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CHAPTER XX. 
e 


Tho aword and the dnggox nyo my fragrant flowers , 
Contemptible, in my opinion, ara tho noroissua und the 
mystlos i 
Our drink is the bloog of our onomica 5 
Our oups their skulls, 
Ananto Vattsns. 


From tho council-chambor, Achar was removed 

to his apartments in the harem, where his.phy- 
, sidinne ‘succeeded in restoring tho current of life 
htt had almost cenged to flow, in congoxuenco 
; af oc had experienced” on receiving 
gAlé vletter which dnnounced the death of the 
ovDanicl. That unfortindte yauth had 
fi BhtAtesioned to quell a formidable insur- 
; fois’ thé’ Deccan and hae-marehed thither 
dee head of a large army, In tho course of 
‘gis journey, surrounded by some of his favourite 


Sm 
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companions, he gave himself up’ so entirely to 
the debauchories which had alroady worn out 
his constitution, that #he emporor was obligetl 
to vegall him, and cntrust the command of the 
army to anothef officer, OW reaching Burhamy 
poor, Darfiel was iiformed of the’ diagrace that 


awaited him; ho proceeded, however, to the _ 


banquet, attended by the parasites who seldom 
left hig presence, and order@d an extra quantity 
of wine to be served ap, The carouse was cone 
tinued, with little intgrmission, until the follows 
ing morning, when the dancing women were 
sent for. On their entering, the prince roge, ts 
it is atid, Nushed with ‘wine, and attempted to 
join them,*his ,companions having previously 
clothed him, in female attire, But before he 
could perform this last act of ignominy, ho, fell 
progirae on the floor; the ruby éolom® on his 
cheeks gave why to a livid paleness, which soon 
announced that the vital spark fad “fed.” Mes- 
.songers arrived at Agra with the fatal intelli- 
gence just os the emperor, after finishing his 
morning prayers, was proceeding to the Am-kas. 
Tle reeolved, hwwever, not to adjown thetas- 
sembly, and was ascending the throne when the 
parental grief, which for the moment ho at- 
‘ x2 
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tompted to suppress, overwhelmed him. Vor. 
tunately, the soft curpets eproud-over tho steps 
leading to “tho musnud, protected hia person 
from any serious injury; but his frame, enfegbled 
through the exertions of a reigit exceeding fifty 
years, and the sufferings brongiit upon his mind 
by tho discords provailing in ‘ia fumily-scemed 
incapable of much longer holding oul against 
the many misfortunes which clouded the avening 
of his glorious life. 
Meanwhile Abul Fazcel proceeded to tnke 
measures for securing fhe succession, to the 
one, That oxperienced and upright minister 
ad long nfrrowly watched the conduct and 
haracter of the Prince Selim, and dind arrived 
ka conclusion, which further observation on his 
art seemed unlikely to alter, that, although 
® legitimate heit, Selim was decidedly vii 
gside over the destinies of a’monarghy so 
Mats, and Btill go unsettled ac Hindostan. 
ey, 
here was a fyininine sofiness in his disposition 
ttar]y: inconsistent with the™ onergigs, whieh’ 
ipuomequited inethe chieftain of soyast an em- 
fre t¥Hovgave much mote of.his’ mateption to 
h¢ dresses, in which,he should dazzle the oyas 
fthe people whenever he eppenred in public, 
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than to the acquisition of even tMfe ordinary de 
gree of information necossary to prepara him for 
the discharge of the inporial functions, He 
repdged implicit fnith in the predictions of the 
most ignorant a8trologers; dourted the company 
ofsmagiciths, in whose fonts he exparienced a 
puerile delight; lavished monay on dervishes; who 
persuaded him that, as chosen saints of heaven, 
they had the power of wowking miracles; and 
withal surrendered himself so repeatedly to the 
influences of wine, in violation of the most so- 
lemn cammands of the Prophet, that no states~ 
man, looking forward to the welfare of Hindo- 
stan, could contemplates the accession of auch 
a prince tothe athrone, without apprehending 
consequences of the ‘most disastrous Sescripe 
tion, “ 
14 Selim wore set aside, all eyes would be 
naturally {urned to Chusoro, his eldest son, byp 
tho daughtemof Rajah Bharmul | Her brothar, 
Man-Singh, was at that perigd one of the most 
iluatrioug commandors in the empire, a cireum- 
stance of grant importance should the succage, 
sion ba duiously disputed, Chusero wagra~ 
prince of great promise, active in the field, 
enorgelic in the pursuit of knowlédge, unas * 


a 
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atming in hi@deportment, and free from tho 
Stain of any of those enormiti¢seby which his 
filther, arid his uncle, Haniel, had boen so un~ 
fottunately distinguished, The expectation, that 
‘ho might possibly be called uptn to wield the 
scoptre before the period to which he’ might,-in 
the odinary course of nature, calculaje aypon go 
important a change in his position, was ifot un- 
faniiliay to his mindy as Man-Singh had, often 
spoken to him upon the subject, Ono stipu- 
lation he always mentioned, as so sacred in his. 
eyes, that, unless it wete promised and observed 
in the most inviolablo manner, he declared he 
would never comply with the wishes of his 
fliends—the blood of his fathgy wea under no 
citoumstances to be sheé—le hever would eit 
upon a finone, reddened by a single drop from 
the velit to Which he owed ‘his own oxisterce, 
If his father’s character wore so effominage, ag 
it had been aeshribod, it would nothe diMeult, 
Chugero thought, td perauada him tht a splon- , 
aid retiremont in tho valley of Gashmeys, would: 
be infinitely more conducive to ‘his happiness 
than the throne of Hindostan. —@  ” 

The rumour of Selim’s passion for the daugh« 
ter of the high-treasurer, which had been borne 


. 
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on a thousand tongues through tle noble circles 
of Agra, had,not failed to reach the ears of 
Fazeel, Te was not aprprised that the charms 
of such a woman had produced their natural 
effect upon the mind of Sclim: and had she 
not bgene betrothed to Shere-Afkun, it was 
anid that Fazeel Would not have discouraged 
the feeting’s of the prince in fer favour, For the 
minister fully appreciated fhe talenta of Nour- 
mahal, recognising in them all the resources 
fit for the exercise of dhlimited power, and for 
holding under contrdl the ill-regulated mind, of 
whose sway he felt such calamitous forcbod~ 
ings. But the law wag not to be-broken; she 
was the affanced bride of the Subah of Cash- 
mere, atl Fazcelid fest care was to despatch 4 
trusty meagtngor to that officer, inforthing him 
ofthe stale of things at Agra, and directing 
him fo rotuth to the capital without delay, 
Kazim-Ayas readily co-oporeted, with Fazeg] 
in all the steps necossay to xeecleraic their 
* gupQhls, whicl?, upon Shere?Afkun’a anival, 
ware colebyated in o private manner; and he 
rettunedafothyith to Cashmere, accompanied 
by her to whom he had so ardently lookatfy .as 
the best reward of all the services, whidh he 
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had had the good fortune to render to his sove- 
Teign. Those services were of the utmost im~ 
portance if that remot part of the empire, 
where, if he had not been restrained by, his 
sense of duty, and his strong personal atlach- 
ment to Achar, ho might have ensily founded 
an independent monarchy, But although pere 
sons were not wanted, who suggested to “kun 
temptations of that kind, he steadily repudiated 
every thought of power which he did not Cerive 
from the confidence of his imperial master, 
Fazeel communicated fiécly with Man,Singh 
upon the dangers with which the empire was 
threatened. They met frequently at the house 
of the latter, which was on the bank of the 
Jumna, at some distance ‘vom the “sernglio, 
Sspeyond tlie gate lending to Delhi. ° Their cons 
ferences were, occasionally, attended by Ghu- 
sero, and by some of the principal‘omrahg and 
rajehs, Whoepartook of their sentiments, Bo- 
dha carefully” watched all their proaeed« 
ihga., The porformance of Nournnhal’s yufitiale 
with Afkun, and the suddonnoss,of 1 her, dae 
parture for Cashmere, before hg,hifa even sul 
mised that such measures were in contempla~ 
“tion, though coinciding with his secret wishes 
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in every respect, oxcited his® jealousy, and 
wounded his pride; for he had beep taught to 
believe, that no event importance could pos 
aibly Imyo oceurred in the capital, without his 
being acquainfed with it before-hand, so nu 
meroug thd so active was the legion of emis- 
saries etgined in tis employment. He tightly 
conjelured at once the object which the par- 
ties had in view, who assembled go frequently 
at tho house of Map-Singh; and although, 
from the secrecy with which their councils were 
attended, he fhiled to discover any tangible 
ground upon which he gould openly accuse 
them of a conspiracy tb change the lawful suc 
cegsion to he dhrone, he took care to diffuse 
through thg court, sthd to convey to the cdr of 
the emperor, repoits well calculated to create 
alam vee 

The affairs of the Deesan having beconie 
move and wore émbarrassing, Aglfar, to whom 
the supposition that Frzedh hot any share in 
proparing the exclusion of Sclim from the throne 
was péctltarly painful, resolved to send the , 
primagnihistersto the peninsula, with a view, as 
well to make use of Fazeel’s unrivalled talentee 
in reducing to order the scattered ‘elditients of 

nS 
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authority in that diatrict, a8 40 spare himself" 
the mortifigation of degrading, inthe last hours 
of his life, a servant, in Yhom he had found in- 
cortuptible zcal and fidelity, during thé weis- 
situdeés of his chequerad career. "Achar, though 
he clearly saw the defects of, character, ewhich 
promised, according to all human expérience, 
to betray, before the Inpse of many years, the 
unfitness of Selim fr the duties of tho throne, 
nevertheless, could not »ersunde himself that 
those defects were incurable, The fate of Danicl, 
he fondly hoped, could not be unproductive of 
salutary effects upon a mind, which, although 
dgVoid of energy, could'scarcely be considered 
ag altogether lost to every cleyated aiid virtuous 
feeling. During his latte? ilfuess Sclim was 
constantly in his chamber, attending him with 
the mot pious assiduity. Mis pajornal Kéare 
was touched by the prince’s attentions ¢: his’ 
pride, was irfterpsted in the promdtion to’ thé 
place, which h& must soon leave vacnnt, of ile 
* didest son, the natural presorver of hiselyhasty 
in the right line of descont ; his first-forn, whom 
he had cherished in infincy'witkt so much de 
dight, ‘and who was even now ondeared to him 


> 
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by those very wenknasses, of Which the ~~ . 


of the empire aomplained, 

Fazeol was too wellgequainted with reer 
charpoter, not to understand the real motives 
upon which Its appointment, to the splendid. 
office pf Viccroy of tho Deccan was founders, 


. They were ronifested in the orders by.aWwhich 


- 


his cofhmission was accompanied, to proceed to 
that district with the utmost expedition, It 
had been usual for the emperor to consult with 
him previously, whenover his services were ve~ 
quirech at any distahce from the capital. The 
variation from this usage in the present instance, 
indicated the origin ofsthe unexpected honours 
which were conforred upon him, and the neces- 
sity, at tho pamertint, of proceeding with: the, 


utmost civeumspection in the projects which, - 


hethad meditated for regulating the swecession 
to ihp throne, On receiving tho commands of 
the omporoy he folt that obadlidhcarto them was, 
an, inavitable duty. The ‘omrahs and rajabs 
joined with hin in the eotifederacy againgt 
Selim Worowf the same opinion; and they fury 
thor thoitght that in his capacity, as viceray of 
the Deccan, he might even contribute, essenr 
tially to tho promotion of the object which they 


a 
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were pledged t6 accomplish. Fazeol, thorefore, 
lost no time in repairing | to the speninsula, at- 
tended, ag usual, bya gall escort; his name 
salone constituting his best safeguard, exoy in 
the worst of times, and in the frovinces most 
distracted hy civil war; such was the vongrntiqn 
in which his wisdom an¢d his inflexible, admi- 
nistration of j justice wee universally held? 

When Bochari firs} hoard of Fazeel’s mission 
to the Deocan, he looked upon it as 8 master- 
stroke of policy on the part of the emperor, 
imagining that it would have the effect of com- 
pletely frustrating the designs which were en~ 
tertained to the prejudize of Selim’s right to 
the throne, A little reflection, however, added 
to the malignity ‘with whtell is soul “was in- 
flamed, whenever new honours of any descyip~ 
tion wefe bestowed upon Fazeol, led himeto 
form a very different conclusion, THis firgt im- 
pulse was tomperfuade the prince tociave Fazeal 
regalled and eommitled to tho state prison , At 
Gualior, upon auspicion of high troasop. “But 
as it was unlikely that the emperor would sanc- 
tion this measure, he conceived.that thg, most 
gortain mode of effecting his purpose would be 
to take such steps as were within his own 
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power, for securing the acc®ssion of Selim 
against opposition of every kind, jPhrough his 
influence, accordingly, all thé omrahs and 
rajahg then residing at Agra were summoned 
to the presenge of Achar, who solemnly declared 
df to po this will, that at his doath, Solim should 
be higauccessor." This objact attained, Bochari’s 
nexttep waa to gisguise himself in the dresa 
of one of the astrologers who frequent the great 
royal square of Agra, and to take his place in 
that part of it usually resorted to by the most 
profligate of the adventurers, who flock to the 
capital from all parts of the empire, 

Clothed in a swarthy grizzly beard, o pointed 
ygllow hat, that came down low upon his fore- 
head, @ flowingeghiment of faded ruby silk, tied 
round his*waist by 2 wido leathern dnoturs, on 

hich the signs of the zodiac wore figured, he 
sat down tpon a pioce of tnttered duaty onrpot 
under ® ayneshade, holding opens before him a 
large volumo, containing ohbris of the sun, 
modn,,and str, and chatattors in a strange 
tongue, which astrologers alone have the power 
to intceprdt., ‘To these, he added s compass’ 
and othor mathematical instruments necessar 
for the elucidation of the mysteries of high 
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those men baconfe possessed in their intercomse 
withthe superior worlds, 
‘The sun Still burning fiergely in the sky 
\when Bochati spread his carpet on the grqund, 
there were fow persons in the squavo, except the 
rajahs in the emperor’s pay, whose woekly,tury, 
it was to mount guard before the tenta, phic 
they pitch for that purpose; those petty pitnces 
haying an invincible gbjection to the per form- 
> dhge. of their dutios within the walls of a°for- 
tega, As the day advanced, and the air be- 
came refreshed by the breezés from the Jumna, 
the royal horses bred in Turkestan and Tartary, 
wore led forth from thelr, neighbouring stables 
fopexercieg, The Shops in the bazaars waye 
again opened and Crowded +villn oustomérs and 
+ lovingers from all parts of the city; find fokirs, 
mountobanks, and jugglers, story-tellers, balla 
singers, players on the dulcimer, idmbourine, 
‘and symbals,,dancing womon, chaigners with 
Serpents, vondergOf monkeys, parrots, and birds 
of gyary plumage, of Ganges water and Jenfon- 
ade, pomegranates and orangas, cooked incnts, 
sonfestionery, and perfumes, filled the holo 
square with multitudinous sounds that wender« 
filly contrasted with the silence of the noon. 
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Several women, covered frdin hend to foot 
with white cloth, attempted to soligit the atten- 
tion of Bochari to te storios which thoy had 
to xplate, hoping that he might be ablo to apply 
a romedy to their various misfortunes, and to 
promise %hem move happy destinies, But he 
baco Ahem pass on, affecting to have hia mind 
nbsotbed in calculations, from which he could 
not ghen be disturbed. 4lis eye waa, in fact, 
fixed upon a group gf-men, who had bech for 
some time hovering avound him, One of these 
strangers, al length, sat down beside him, and 
inquined whether he could read in the volume 
which he was studying the name of the country 
whence his interrogator and kis companions had 
come, and the furjfse for which they had -" 
pajred to Agra, Bochari turned over the lenved 
with becoming giavity, until ho ‘light@d upon’ 
paga at which ho rested. 

“ You lavo,” said he, « a, uuilitary appear- 
anco, but you aro not in the pely of Achar.” 

Ti Sq far you apeak the truth,” observed the 
stranger. 9 

© Yoll come from the south.” 

« Wo do.” 7 

“Tf Trond tho stars correctly, your object in 
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Agra is to gain Qntelligence ng to the journeys 
about to be mado by rich merchants.” 

The stranger’s countenance betrayed emotion, 
but he was silent, e 

“ You must confide in me,” resitmed Bochari i, 
“ otherwise 1 cannot disclose the kifowdedge, 
you wish to attain, You havo mapyeother- 
companions besides those whom I see spetking 
to that Tartar yondere? 

“We muster : thousgnd horses, whenaver 
occasion requires,” 

“What do I behold? ‘The page glows all 
over with’gold !’ Tore are the rays of diamonds, 
omeralds, and rubies—here the full blazo of the 
opal! and your stars teem with prosperity—but 
all depends upon expedition —— 

“We dwell in the forests of Narwar—foo 
distant from Agra for any immediate opem~ 
tions.” 

_ So Trend it 2 Narwor— OrcharRajaputs, 
are you not?? * 8 
“The true deagondants, aS you must, kfow, 
of the princes, who, from the mort aheient 
“times, have ruled all that district pf thorDgocan 
4p far as Golconda, until we were driven from 
our native castles by the troops of Achar, Wo 
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have now no home, save theedepths of tha, 
forests, whengo we expel the panther and the 
leopard—the dens ovgn’ of the wilé beasts are 
deomog too good for us by Fazeel, who has 
iseued, through the mouth of the emperor, 
oygerg, fo» our extermination.” . 

« IIg ig now ort his way to your country,” 

« Bazeel 2” 

“ Bazeel—viceroy of the Deccan.” 

« Better than gold—better than all the mines 
in Hindostan,” snid tho Rejaput, half drawing 
his scimitar, » ° 

 Tlo is attended by camels laden with new 
gold coin for the pay @f the troops—a glorious 
prige!” 

 Thd hour ofw@vange bas Gome at last!” 

“Not of tevonge only, Rajaput, butof wealth 
beyond your caloulation—away to your forests 
+-agsombld your associates— watch for your 
pray—and §f you mise him !"-»—, 

« T possess only this silver rdpee — il is all I 
can Offer for your information?” 

 Restowp it to your purse—tarn your back 
on Agrasj@st as the moon is rising, and the - 
fates will bo with you, Rest hero a molent 

» 


* 
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longer—and the next yen’s sun shall not be- 
hold a living membor of your tribe,” 

Tho Rajdput.rojoined iis companions, with 
whom he immediately disappeared from the 
square; and the astrologer, gathering up’ his 
books and instruments in his carpet, Slded up 
his sun-shade with that soft of satisfretion 
which an artificer faels in the evening’ witen he 
“thinks that he has dgne a good day’s work. 

ca] 
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CHAPTER XXI. 


O the bliss of that day,Avhon I shall depart from this 
desolate mansion ; shally se0k rost for my soul, ond shall 


folloy? the trucos of my boloved! 
Marra, 


Tip indisposition of the emperor, and the re- 
ports of egnspindee with which the capital 
wag for somo days inundated, had thé offect of 
diwarting the atiention of Sclim fiom tle violent 
dotewnination which he seemed disposed to 
form, With » view to provent Ute gompletion of 
Nourmahal’s marriage with Shére-Afkun. The 
intelidggpco of Hor nuptials, andl of her departure 
for Cashmero, came, howover, upon him like a 
thundgrloll, ,Ilis first impulse was to have > 
them approbended on their road, and brobght 
back to Agra, lot the consequences be what they 


3 
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might. But frm this shane he was rdonaudea 
by Bochari, who insisted that alkbis exertions 
should be directed to tho,defonce of his tile to 
the throne, which was exposed to no campon 
danger; and that any violation, upon his part, 
of the laws,at such a moment, besides tyr niag 
against him so powerfil a elficftain a8 Afkun, 
would be certain to render his causo extfomely 
unpopular, ¢ 

“Wait until you ascend the musnud’? tho 
sceptre fixed firmly in your hand, and ordor 
restored throughout your dominiona, it will, in- 
deed, be singular if means cannot be found for 
adding to your harem ony woman Pigs you 
may select in Tlindostau.” * « 

Selim listened with impetti¢nce to the’ councils 
of Bochafi, but their discourse was abruptly 
terminated by’ a messenger from tho empomr, 


~ who directed the prince to preside ih his place 


at sophinat annofinoed to deliberate rpon affairs 
ofgredtiutyonoy: Avbar might, indeed, bo said 


“to ‘inves already fesigned tho dove mmgntinto 


the hands of his son, His strength nover for, 


‘an instant rallied after he received ther tidings 


of Daniel’s i ignominious death, and although 
his intellect romained unobscured to the Inst 
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moment of his oxistence, he bedtime every day 
more indifferent to all those objects of ambition, 
to the attainment of which the vigour of his 
youth gnd manhood, and evon thé wisdom of 
shis advancings age, had boen devoted, The 
giipf thats preyed upon his thoughts bade him 
look at, tho past es a ditam already “concluded, 
—a ditom in which victory ond defeat wore 
incidents that scemed to be the sport of some 
power superior te his own, The splendour of 
the throne had for htm no longer any charms; 
,his days were wambeted, and even if his health 
wore to be reatorad, ho felt that he could know 
no more happiness in shis world, except as a 
horpit, vetised within the, limits of some moun+ 
tain solifud®, wher le might unreservedly give 
up hie hour? to melancholy contemplation, 

Wot widely different from thie state of ap- 
parently irrémediable depression, wore the feol- 
ings of Afkun’s beauteous bride, as she jour 
ne ed towards her new homon. Thet, separa 
* tion 7 Thom hor Mother, to whotn-she was most 
, tenderly atiached,—-from her father, whom alia 
resembled ik pind, with whose overy thought * 
sentiment, proference and antipathy, ahe 80, 
antiroly sympathised that they mightsbo gaid to” 
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have had only%ne soul,—was a sacrifice on all 
sides, for which no adequater compensation 
could be expected. Fato, howevor, had issued 
her ordinances, and they woro irrevogable. 
Nourmahal parted from coach *partionlay rose’ 
which sha had cultivated, from tho® fevousite 
plane-tree under which she"had so, oAen in-- 
dulged in a vision,~now, she feaved, for over 
ended,—ans if theynweie living members,of her 
family, The capital, ang ils lofty citadel, within 
which the imperial seraglio and the tosidences 
of the royal family wave “situated, —the public 
aquares filled with busy multitudes,—the man- 
. sions of the otmahs sutrounded by groves and 
gardens in perpetual "vordyre,-~thé housoa of 
the: wealthy merchants, “looking fike warlike 
castles rising from the bosom of ancient foyoste, 
—and, abovd all, the Juman, hy, whose rf 
muring waters she had so ofton pored over the 
fascinating Yepges of Oonauri and? Biana, and 
the history of tha” queen Rizia, who reigned , 
over Hindostan with so much” glory, pntil she 
sutrendared’ her heart to thé #Abyasinian + 
“slaye, whom she loved too well,-—fieyer ap- 
,peaved to Kazim’s daughter 80 full of attraction 
as on, that painful moming when, for tho first 
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time, she boheld them fading grotlually from her 
sight. i) 

Reclining in her covgr éd litter, borna by swift. 
footad slephants, she would have been more or 
“less than womm if she had not kept her cur- 
tain opentin the direction of the citadel,—from 
its alowated situation secosgarily the last me- 
motial Of Agra upon which hor eye could linger. 
Kazim had often pointedout to her the golden 
dome, beneath which were the apartments dedi- 
cated to tho use of piince Selim and his esta- 
blishment. Shé doubted not tho feclings with 
which he would receive tho intelligence of her 
marriage, aud of her sudden departure from 
Agra. A @ocrel voice Imd told her too truly 
what those” facliniges avould bes nor was-she 
without the suspicion,—tho fear,—pofhaps the 
hojre,-—that before the sun went down that day, 
het journey “might be intorraptod in a manner 
for which jlror attendants were" Jittle prepared. 
, Evgry group of hosomon thet tppronched the 

cavaldade from the side of the Sapital, filled her 
aniind with eaxious forebodings, which she dared 
not communicate even to Kanun; and aa gaok * 
group successively passed away, in various 
direotions, sho was obliged to confess to herself 


a . a 
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a sense of disappointment, When the domes of 
the citadel were no longer to be gpon, and evory 
tuace of tho great metropolis had vanished in the 
distance, it'was still some consolation tg her to 
gain now and then glimpseseof the Jumne 
through tho foliage of the fruit-trecs,eby which, 
in the reign of the trenovned Shog-Khan,, 
of the Patan race, the yond was %hied on 
either side from ie Indus to the Ganges. 
The ripples sparkling in tho, sun by diy, and 
silvored at night by the tbon-beams, seemed to 
whispor to her that they Wouldesoon pasg under 
the citadel, and that, haply, thoy might not bo 
unseen by him who now occupied more of hor 
thoughts than her better veason opuld justify, 
especially wher, during thepanses’on"tho way, 
Afkun presented himself at hor ouftain, lavish- 
ing upan her all the attentions which o “pver 
could bostow on 9 mistress whom Ne idolized. 
» Litfle romaiifa now of the groat fprost*of Nar~ 
war, inwhich She Orcha Rajaputs took up their 
abodg in former*days. Chased by tho ats of” 
yAobar, from the populous districts, whioh they 
‘ahiad been long accustomed to plunder under tho” 
pretext of merely exacting from the inhabitants 

a reyenue to which they claimed to be lawfully 
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entitled, they collected in considtiable force in 
thoso parts ofathe forest that were least acces- 
sible to an enomy. They erected a “fortress of 
ho rygay strength, to which the whole body re- 
tired whon threatened by any actious danger ; 

uf they dwelt for the most part m semporary 
shuts, which thoy flequeftly ,changed, in order 
to oludd'the pursuit of the guaids appointed to 
watch over the safety of travellers on the public 
roads. Disdaining the, service of the emperor, 
which they had been deen invited to enter, they 
preferrod a sposies of wild independence, in 
which they could not long have sustained them- 
selves, if they had not centinued their system of 
plunger, Tangued Jogetlgr by relationship, as 
woll as by oitths, which it was death to vial, 
they oairied™on warfare against all the rését 
mangind, They had thoir spies in*all tite, agtadtt 
towns,,eapocially in Agra and Delhi, whose dfice 
it was t& ngquiro intelligence a§,to the move- 
ments of wealthy meichants* gnd’caravans, ahd 
Yo tiandmj it with tho utmost ‘rapidity to thé 
gajah of the dand, who took his dispositions 4 
cordingly for koiging tho proy. 

The fortress was always kept wall guerlacmed, 
Whon rélicf was required, faggots of pite-wood 

VOlu 1, 
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were piled in ® cauldron, on tho summit of 0 
lofty tower that surmounted tp highest: trocs, 
And set ite to in the Garkeat hour of the night. 
“No Orcha Rajaput dared to go, to rea, af tho 
hour when that signal was usually mado, or to 
hesitate in repairing to the fortress fully arrged, 
before tho beacon was‘extinguished. Qn other, 
oceasions of urgency, their forces wot'e Mllocted 
by sound of horn—,a sound not distinguishable 
by the unpractised car, fromthe ordinary call 
of the shepherds, or swind-herds, to each other, 
when they wished to meet at night forsmutual 
defonice against beasts of proye~but well known 
byzpeculiar intonations to the banditti, whom 
ig “summoned to those deoda of horror, for 

aNhith the forest of Narwerwus refiowned, 

2". Some days after Fazeol’s dofiatture from 

“Kora, a horseman, apparelled as a merdgant, 

‘ joitied his escort, and prayed fiermiagion to 
accompanyrit, Announcing that ha, wad bound 
for Mosulipajan, 1 whither he was going to pur- 
chase fine muslifis, Ilis voqueAt being ofboursc” 
complied with, he fell into the, ratrka, and, 

“eloudly congratulated himself up8n his good 
, fortune in journeying under such safe protec 
tion,, in a country whore so many sdbberica 
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and murders had been lately potpetrated, Te 
boasted much of his riches, and of the fresh 
gains he would acquire “by his adVonture to 
Masyfipatan, and as he was vor'y"anxious to 
‘wail himself ofvthe oscort as far as possible, he 
inquires @arefully as to tho route which they 
were disected to take, arfd the number of days 
which they were likely to occupy in the accom~ 
plishment of their journgy, In the course of 
conversation he gave it to be understood, that 
in his carlier days flo had dealt in matches, 
tippode with a ‘peculiar chemical proparation, 
which was never known to fail of ignition, 
unlike those recontly introduced into the mili- 
tar ysorvicey which were often known to fail at 
«the very” moment Whon the agsistance ofthe 
fire-prms and artillory became most geoputial. ; 
‘Bho troopers shewed thgjr new acquainkange the 

sort of matohes with which they wore furnishedl, 
but which,xpon inspection, hé deolared, with 
an,nir of authority, to bo totally uniit for usd: 
In “ordtey,to conince thom of the infallibility of 
his judgmant i in such matters, he begged to be 
allowed to dry at few ; whon applied to 9, torehy* 
ligh tod for the purpose, cach tured as black as 
charogt, withoat yielding ahy sparks, The 
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soldiers thought it lucky that the discovery 
was made in time, the more partigularly as they 
wore now within, a fo hours of entoring on the 
great forest of Narwar, which was well, known 
tobe the haunt of the Orcha Rajaputs, : 

The queation was, how they eoujd yow 
remedy the evil? This tht merchany cheer~. 
fully promised té do, saying that the S offlcacy of 
their matchlocks wag as necessary to his own 
security as to that of the great ministor upon 
whom they attended. * ¢ 

Accordingly, desiring Sl tm matches to be 
brought to him, when tho cavaleade stopped at 
night on the borders of tho forest, he produced 
from his baggage a box, containingra ved gom- 
position, a smali‘portfon of Which Me plied to- 
the end of a piece of common wood, Tha mo- 
mont hg shook it in the sir, the wood blazed 
of itself, to the astonishment aveh of Masel, 
who witnoaed # the experiment, ang,to Whom it 
wos thought n@improvement in the arts had 
been unknown, ‘fo merchant tgnin ayicfhpted | : 
to inflame, in the ordinary way, gnetol the , 
smatches which he held in his pbaldy but, as 
befofe, it tuned black without omitting any 
fire. He touched it with his magical, yfeparne 
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tion, and waved it round his fread, when it 
buist forth in @ gush of pright sparkles! He 
was ocenpicd a groat payt of the night in fur+ 
nishidgall the matches, which had been served 
out to the escért, with the composition, of 
whése valho he had oxhibited such suiking 
proofs. “While he was sill at pis labour, secon 
after midnight, one of the officers on guad 
called Wis attention to a ligl% that appeared at 
some distance in the sky, and which the senti- 
nels bolioved to bo the beacon of tho banditti, 
who héld posacision of the interior of the 
forest, Tho offider was about to give the 
alarm and awaken tho whole escort, in order to 
prop@re far Yhe attoek, Whichy jnight now be 
inomentarily expected. But the merchant fe 
sured, him that the light was nothitg more 
tharf* a metegr’ of the night, and’ that? at all 
evontaril could not be the beacon of the Orcha 
Rajaputs, witdso fortress he knew, ftom having 
Arequently passed, that way, 4a, be situated at 
the oppose sido of the forest. The light dis 
‘appearing, after tho lapsc of a few minutes, no 
furthor notice wus token of the cireumstdnge.: 
The mexchant, on returning the matches, di- 
rected the they should: be cavofully presérved 
03 


294 NOURMAIALs 
€ 


from the acti of the air until they should be 
required for use, He then wenteto sleop on his 
baggage, . 

At sunrise the escort wero qgain inemetion, 
and matin prayors having bo@n said, they re* 
sumed their journey, preceded by halfea-dezen 
scouts, who were, chalged to 1oturn , ferthwith; 
in case they should gain any intelligenco of the 
apptoach of the bangitti, The merchant was 
still asleep when the last trooper was already 
mounted ; upon being eiled he rose suddenly, 
and proceeded to put his bagehge together, but 
it seemed, by some meaiis ortother, to have got 
into so much confdsiow, that before he could ar~ 
range iton his pglfreyrthe escor} word outofaight, 
mThey had not advaifeed® far through the 
forest, fyhen one of the scouts returned, with 
tidingss thatthe had heard the sound of a korn, 
swhich did not strike him to be thnt eithgr of a 
hunter or ta shepherd. Pazeeledirectod the 
escort to bo of dig alert, and to have tho Jam, 
beaus lighted, “He inquired Yor the gaStchant, 
with whom he wished to have some donversa- 

tion ‘upon the subject of the Matched ag well as 
upon the manufactures of M: asulipatany for that 
greaf man, whose, “ Aysen Ackberry4g an im- 
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peyshable monument of knowlege, never ne- 
glocted any oywortunity of acquiring informa- 
tion which he could rendér useful to the empire. 
‘Tho bgoveliant was nowhere to be fourtd ; “having 
‘yomnined up sofong duting the night,” said one 
of the 4rodpers, “he had over-slept himéelf, and 
had rohyet ovortdken tlfe eggont,” Fazeel, ap- 
prehonsive for his safoty, ordered the escort to 
wait yntil he should comg,and, in the mean- 
timo, sent, two ofathe scouts to look out for him. 
They galloped to tie’ placo whee the escort 
had hndied the* provious* night, but no trace, 
either of the merchaft or his horse could be 
digcovercd. + 1 
While tle trgop was thus waiting, a rustling 
‘was heard inthortfeds, on one Side of the rund, 
whigh was instantly followed by a murderoys 
disvharge offtra-arms, The party, attacked im-* 
mediately altompted to return the fire, but 
upon applamg thet matchos {9 the: flambeay, 
» thay became as black as chigoal, In the 
mean tyne andther volley was poured upon 
+ them {tomothe forest, with such unorring aim, 
that mart thag*half their number was trendy” 
slain .on the spot. Tho survivors, though 
astounted by th6 failure of their matohas, pre- 
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vented froni Pushing on their foes by the am- 
penetsablé, nature of tha underwood and en- 
tangled trees from behigd which the fatal guns 
were pointed at thelr hearts, and distraatak by 
the alaughter of their comrades,*he neighing off 
the wounded horses, the piercing crits «of the 
baggnge-clephatis and'camels, and the grteme- * 
diable embarrassments in which they wore in» 
volved, neverthelesse aouragcously dismoynted, 
and pressing towards Fagecl, who was alroady 
twice wounded, tore away branches from the 
trees, which they used as matches, and *heroi 
cally performed their dutiés to*tho last moment, 
But the vollies cafne thick upon them, sqon 
foltowed-by a nuporoy8 band of the Rajapats 
wlio completed: with their Soynfitars,and spears 
the dreadful work which the musketeors had lef 
“undono, ¢ The body of Fazecl wie easily is 
tinguished from the lifeless crowd aroun it 
and barbmoasly*hewn intosa thoutend pieces 
The treasure ‘With avhich tho camels and qe 
phants wero laden, became, of cdursd, the booty 
of the savage race, from whose name the in- 
“farpy, ot this deed, and of the trofehdvofis means 
by which it was effected, never can be ergred, 
Thesscouts, who had eon Xent, torfook for 
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{he ,morchant, were, on their raturn to their 
companions, met by a fugitive from the scene 
of action, who told them that all ‘was lost. 
Titeysthprefora prade all possible haste back to 
Agra, and preseating themselves al the palace, 
relaged jo phe officgrs in waiting the Igafentable 
issuo df snzool's *j8urney’ to the/Decean. The 
mpelligdhad” was conveyed at fitat to the pringe; 
who, though he secretly rajqiced at the removal 
ofan obstacle whiqh stood between him and the 
throne, novertheless "ell that the intelligence 
ought te be made pubfic in the mode most con~ 
sistont with the respect that was duc to the 
memory of so important a functionary, The 
histOgy of the mt der kind Dee anaedas to 
the amnpofory hop dlicndy veduded to the last 
stages of decay, took to himself “all tite blame 
of Uhis occurrence, parsuaded, thatshy ordering 
Fazeol, to th8 Deccan, at an geo when that 
minielar wagavell aygilled to ratte” from public 
allvizs, he had been chiefly matre(iéntal to the 
‘catnstrCphe shat®had befallen him. ‘The tidy 
dngs aproac m gonoral gloom throughout the 
capital: sila wero strongly ontertingd, 
that Sglim and his minion, Bochari, were Tot 
ignorant the steps, takon by tho Qroha 
e 
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Rajaputs, an@ that the merchant who jgined 
the escort was engaged expressly by Bochari, 
for the purpose of roidering the matchlocks of 
tho escort tiseless in their hands, * 4 yf” 
Theso surmises reached th® ens of Achar, 
who slgmniy questioned ‘Solim gopeerning 
thom, The ineo Sndigtantly repgiléd the 
accusation, Bechari was summotted® to the 
emperor's presowta, sind upon boing jnterro- 
gated as to tho suspicions «go universally di- 
rected against him, decfared thom to bo ca 
lunmious, and offered to fo though any ordeal 
in order to ostablish his insxocence, The en 
peror was observéd middenly.to rise on_ his 
+ Moh while, these Miquirics, iverw goingsn in 
his presence, “Snatchinft # SoyStar from the 
scabbart of ono of the etmuchs at his side, he 
stood on eltis fect,‘ and’ fixing, his eyo# on 
Bochari, attempted 10 move towakds hipi, rqis- 
ing the wei sofa if he meant toegloave him to 
the earth. Ait jf the act his arm was gatay 
lyzed some wortla which hé amogydfived 10 
utter died on. his ligt, andthe goult of hinw - 
nizhofa his subjéots loved as 0 yl nseidglizad as 
,a hero, and feared as the infloxiblé aduyjnistra- 
«tor of justice, left this world bor Paved, 
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Bochari immediately falling on his. 
“saluted Solim ag#ho reigning sovercign of 
dostin; and his example haying been fold 
‘by the whole court, he mounted his horse, : 
eveded tO the city gates, which he ordared to 
"be shut, and brought bagk tho keys, which he” 
Pigoed in the empefor’s possession, The news“ 
sqonyéeachad ChpSoro, who, taking a small : 
cahoo, rowed dowa the river to tha howso of j 
Man-Singh, whe% the confederato Ommbs 
happened sto bo assombled in council. Fully 
prepaliti-tie the intelligence "which he brought, 
they silenaed the apprehensions which he ex- 
pressed as“4o the result of their project, and 
proceeded to, disodts the mensurgswhich they 
deemed necessary to’ ke lala ortith, Tr a 
ouxing Aq, gscomplishmont of their object, be- 
fora the-dorth of Acbar could hgcompelnown 
throughout-the capital. Tho ‘hesdasination of 
Sclim was proposed pale ported. by several 
vof tlic Otrahs; but tho privde, though fired 
withombition of soversign gower, recoiled from 
tho shought of parsiciae, “No!” ho o 
Tigimed’\« thy fyther may enjoy Iwi) a 
thapits Bit Lean nevor enjoy,n thtoie stained 
swith of wor g ead, alot the fortupo of open 
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decide betwoon ua, Awny with tho- daggers 
fasadsina—to ow aworda aléne lot us Yook for 
tory!” ‘These gonergua sentiments - having 
yeu loudly applauded. py an overwhelming 
annjovity of the council, they proc@dod. this 
ame night towards Relbi, whore they rewalved 
a proclaim Chusora aw ainj}pror. 

Selim, who took the ming ole Johghaine 
(subduer of tho world), mounted the ‘throne thu 
following morning at sunrises? Mig frat ned war 
ta give ordera for tho interment‘ol' ky father at 
Seoundra, a, short distaneg from Asin! bad, for, 
“the. rection there of 2 mattaoleum, avbich r= 
roning to this hour-a splendid monuntent of filial 
ists. ohannsennanigt one ipporitl erown 
«% bo brotght beerhimgaud having plactd it. 
on his brow, the preat state druprpyyn@estpagks, 
Piliosganngns, planted on. the avitie of ive 
del; proolvmed, in their. voidos est. thunder} 

“the commencement of @ new reign. * ; 
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